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ABSTRACT

Critical Literacy Education through Fairy Tales

Images of Women in “Rapunzel” and “Hansel and Grethel”

Park, Seong-ha
Advisor: Prof. Lee, Jung-Hwa, Ph.D
Major in English Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

This thesis presents a classroom experience of teaching two fairy tales,
"Rapunzel" and "Hansel and Grethel," to foster critical literacy, focusing on
images of women. A class of 22 middle school students in their third year
read the two fairy tales for 6 class hours. According to studies on critical
literacy, texts are written from a gendered perspective. We are led to
accept what is presented in texts as normal, natural, and typical.
Children’s literature, and fairy tales in particular, contains many examples
of female stereotypes. I demonstrate how female stereotypes are presented
in the two fairy tales--first in “Rapunzel,” and second, in “Hansel and
Grethel.” In terms of images of women, both tales present two distinct
female stereotypes. Generally the positive female stereotype is described as
beautiful, good, warm-hearted, passive, and poor. And the negative female
stereotype is described as ugly, bad, active, and mean. The most important
part of reading classes designed to foster critical literacy is to create
student-centered activities so that students could raise questions instead of
passively internalizing what texts describe as desirable. After reading the

two fairy tales, students could question the ways in which a witch and a
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step-mother are described in the fairy tales and critically reconsider their

own cultural assumptions concerning images of women.
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Grimm, 1785-1863)% &4 WdE 13 (Wilhelm Grimm, 1786-1863)3 A=
Eolo] dojdlxalol FEExlEo|tt, YA E ojHolEo] B3 FQ3d =17}
2 5 ks S Y BES AFSEA ojdelLdi Bad £Yg 2

A Eg An $4L A Do 480). oHd Y HolA Ewo
Wg, S, AL A9, A BAF Fol ojgolEelA FH st wa
wEHolw ABH A SR sHe A® ol APRE AANAY W
P gol WA Wrk 13 HEA Bihe B4R stolF AnHA 33
¥ 54¥ 5L Bbs sl SAch 2REsYe A%e ool by B

3}y (Children’s and Household Tales)©1™ 89X HAeHd skt A,
A3t 55 2" FAVE 1807dFH FHstaL oy A A AYS AA A
At o= 1812ydel =3 19, 1815 =3 24, 1819d] Al 2%, 18374
of Al 3%, 1840%39] 4% 1843\del 53 1850\l 633 A 18573 &HZF 7
gro] waEQlom o] HFgo= BT 20009 A9 F3hrt Az k. dA $-2
SoA HEAAL = AL Al 7 HFdo|th

aY B3 Bl 4Rd Fe| Fab ool FAToIAY oloprlg FrHow
ojzol b B WHHu Qv YUYl Leld Q= EHQ oy FATEe

‘M T (Snow White), ‘2= (Rapunzel), ‘AYXx7] 29 (The Goose Girl)
agla FAE €49 "' (Sleeping Beauty) T°] dow oJolr|E FEAOR
olFo 7= JeuR FRIFo] opd WA FFo] wphd, Ay, o|EAul, sFtE] Tl

=
ek, Ae el Aol oSy, JHFATEL FHHA JUER olEThe M

| = o]
afdem, da 449 AT doe, A4 98 v EE ARz o
H, mpA e JAFATES shol} SAte] mge olAste: Al drn
Agachy oled 5452 TdEae ofd AFES Fo oA @ W Awnw
obelst 7t}
A, el JAFATEEL A olETE Wme] AfAeln odd wmi
A Ao AR Hojuoln] gwe] AFeE LEHS wolw vk IuE

slo] T = oA oAl FoFLE B IdbE olFUlR"(as beautiful as
the bright day) T+ “v]$- o}&th"(so beautlful)JJr e AA xFoR HAF
Y AtH(Annotated 83). TEREA M= “A oA 7PE ofEth ofo]”(the

1) AYHE Fo Lol Ushd ool o] ol IuAoz o2l wo| icky MY,
dyote] BAIZ WU 2AE ol olujxlet BH Axmol et QAL A
It AeEetE 1oj2 4g5lof shvlets 982 At
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most beautiful child on earth)g}al =49l FHS ALEAIAY “ZHetste
o2 39 9 2]7}2 (magnificent long hair, fine as spun gold hair) &
s Eote]l AAlAelA e wol diste] SoistsiA st 3 s E
(Annotated 110). o]+ & oJAZFelFo] Hgt ofStt= TS =24

el sAA] 44E gEledds S Fol ofsrE oA

FEH, £FA, £EH0|M A4 9AF S

<5
Ao “AAE 7 v HA4
, AU s a2y HEZdS o WYY (Whenever she heard the voice

%

o 4
% 9}
olw] of
| o

=]
=

of the enchantress, she would undo her braids)®} 7L EHFNAxH “AA

£"(whenever) =&3sh= 23k A oAFRAFY BES & 5 A Annotated
110). TehEA, oAM= o7 FeAola Aost oJAgite] FAHHo R Ta8Xa
o, 2t oju X2 TAFAAI PSS & 5 ATk EIE TEHFEA, o] R

o]
AR
o}o]”(Wicked child)gtar whdoAl Zo] Y= RE

B4t 2EA(poor
RapunzeDoletil HALE FEoAAd 5T S GepArt 45402 22l 43
S FEA @ A9 &AS AYsol AFAJ] JAEER YEha o
(Annotated 113).

AR, ofd FRAFol BAe= B0 93] dyL nhy e AeEe A=
vebdth -27F &g e Ao BE a¥le w3t ol#fd ¢lEo] Tt
A= o] ofd Aoty ey AN FAA TS LA He ofdE o Aol
g 1y Es ol A9 AfAEelth &, 54, A4, &4, 9&
A AgFE] Adstar A4 o FJAFEY At o of 5o Ad 5L
&, =4, o714, 44, AR AREEA T3] A Sl 1+
Y Aoty THAFF, o $Fste A9y e Ag fexntd, AW
3 (proud), “aLFAQl, F& At il shi="(over-bearing) ¥} £ T EZ A
A5 43 A B = At (Annotated 82). ©|&]3 wolo] EAS E uld 7]&
9 @‘é?‘ﬂ%%lﬂr% “HO e AA4 SA4S 7L dSS € F doen o)y
gt AL GAle 37 FREAAG Aol of g A oletal o AR A Erh
T THAYF Oﬂ/ﬂ 7L ARFES FEE giEelA “TIUE APdrE &3
t}’(she summoned a huntsman)®] #+&olA+ summono]@ TojS ARE3 AL
B sEAoln wix] 943 Ze ALAH BES A B 5 AtH(Annotated 83).
wal Ay g, 2 & A7 “ofRm oA -S| 1”(What a fool you
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are)®} o] oA TE o= S 7w, G £FHA A dxs
= 344N s AL S B F AHGrimm's 54).

A, o/d FATES 52 0E FAE A8 WhrlEte mhy e Al
8 AFAY 8 T3 2 Al 3AY ERS won oy YR e
U o] Al Aol o8 s WA Ha AE ] oj2A Ho] P& AL
grolgtt), TEEA ) oA “BFFEAL 27l WO AFo] wxiel ofolol el
A8 23S FAE JA Y (Rapunzel was just barely managing to survive

with the twins--a boy and a girl--to whom she had given birth)etil 2221
BN &% 5 %ol o] FAFL Ao AUF BAE AFHOR HAs]
Huhes #835te] 1H18] s fAeteE 2S5 F AtHAnnotated 114). 18] 1L
‘A BEA A 1] gewow HEohita astdA 2 Fehrh AT
52 d&otA g AUt (The prince went back to his kingdom with
Rapunzel, and there was great rejoicing. They lived in happiness and good

cheer for many, many years)Zhi= w35 E3] oA FAFo] Izl A 3=

To) UL wol AR AL PolahA Wi AL FAT 5 AtHAnnotated
114). Z o] AN A AFHom SeAL ofee FIlH A8
o

& A Foll A Feolr ] =ath

adEgeld 2dH = o4 FAEEe] EEe 43t olelse] 7HA
2 gl Fol dEol FAE AAAD” Fre] AR 7E o)A o)t
EA Adolgt & 4 ATHEIR 168). #AHale] HAhelE 7HA AL 4
FEot7| k= ?%X—L‘li e *}—‘E o]’ ettt vy A HAL

2 HTHE). REHE-
B OAEE AL A5E FE A AT A 424 B9 L o
Te @ Wolth. F, YA FATEl ISHA YAE £ AR AT
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! 5t ol
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After several minutes had passed [ edged forward. It was my left
foot that found her. I felt my way along her body to her face; her
eyes were shut, wet with what I thought was tears until I tasted it.
I picked the thorns from her lids, as delicately as I could. Her hand
came up and felt my head, the short damp hair. Can you see? I
asked. She whispered, What dies it matter? The hedges may swell,
the lavender may bloom, but it will all be wasteland when you're
gone. I took her head on my chest and wept over her, salt in her
wounded eyes. It was the only way I knew to clean them. I didn’t
know whether they would heal, or whether she would have to learn

the world from me now. We lay there, waiting to see what we
would see. (98-99)
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‘Nay, Wife.” said the Man; ‘we won’t do that. I could never find it in

my heart to leave my children alone in the forest; the wild animals

would soon tear them to pieces.” ‘What a fool you are!” she said.

“Then we must all four die of hunger. You may as well plane the

boards for our coffins at once!” She gave him no peace till he

consented. ‘But I grieve over the poor children all the same,’” said

the Man. (Hansel 2)
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The man had not known one happy hour since he had left the

children in the forest. The woman, however, was dead. Gretel

emptied her pinafore until pearls and precious stones ran about the

room, and Hansel threw one handful after another out of his pocket

to add to them. Then all anxiety was at an end, and they lived

together in perfect happiness. (Hansel 9)
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3.2.2. 9= % @A (While-reading Stage)
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When we came back to our home, our mother was dead. And now we have

a stepmother.
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