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ABSTRACT

A Study on Naju Volunteers in the Late Chosun Period

Woo Jung Sug

Advisor : Prof. Lee jong bum

Major in History Education

Graduated School of Education Chosun

University

This study classified the activity period for Naju volunteers
in Jeollado from 1896 to 1909 into the early volunteer period
in 1896 and the late volunteer period after that date and
explained why the early and late patriotic volunteers came
about, what purposes they had respectively, and the
characteristics and nature of the late patriotic volunteers made
known through their activities.

Japanese 1imperialism oppressed the activities of the
volunteers in diverse ways and as their struggle became
heated in spite of such oppression, the Japanese sent the
army to kill civilians as well as patriotic volunteers.

This study analysed the real intent of Japan's strongly

oppressive policy and how such patriotism has been passed



down in absolutely poor condition.

Honam patriotic volunteers, who risked their lives in their
fight, were a resistance expressed as an unarmed struggle.
They revealed the illusion of Japan's peace maintenance policy
after the Russo—-Japanese War and hampered Japanese plans to
make the Republic of Korea a colony at an appropriate time.

However, the Joseon community in the Honam area had
difficulty in forming new leadership even on March 1st 1919.

This means that there were a great number of intellectuals
who risked their lives to fight as patriotic soldiers. In spite of
the difficulty, intellectuals and civilians in the Honam area
continued to resist Japanese imperialism.

This is known through the active laborers' and farmers'
resistance activities in the 1920s and it reached its peak with
the Gwangju Students Resistance Struggle.

It seems that the ruling classes in Naju were active in
resistance activities against modern reforms in local and
financial institutions, and the Japanese imperialist's efforts.

The moral authority they pursued became a motive for the
ruling classes in Naju to exist as community leaders.

The situations they had and how they dealt with them were
different, but they still existed as leaders, and their strong
social networks were an important reason why they survived
without serious personal damage even in a period of ideological

struggle.



The patriotic volunteers in Naju were engaged In patriotic
activities at the center of the nation and risked their lives to
protect our nation and national sovereignty based on the spirit

of patriotism.
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