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ABSTRACT

The Effects of Vocabulary Intervention Based on the
Interests of Children with Intellectual Disabilities on Their

Reading and Writing Skills

by Kim Kyoung-Jin
Advisor : Prof. Yu—-sung Heo, Ph.D
Major in Special Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

This study analyzed the effects of vocabulary intervention based on the
interests of children with intellectual disabilities on their reading and writing
skills. To do so, a single-subject research design employing the multiple probe
design was implemented with 3 students enrolled in a special school in JeJu
Island. This study developed intervention based on the interests of students
with intellectual disabilities after interviewing individual student.

During the baseline, I taught students to read and write with the words in
the textbook they have learned in usual, and I interviewed students individually
to find their interests. After the baseline, intervention were implemented for 6
weeks. After 2 weeks, same data were collected to analyze the maintenance of
intervention effects.

According to the main results of the study, first, the interest-based
interventions was effective to improve the skills to read words of children with

intellectual disabilities. Second, the interest-based intervention was also effective



to improve the skills to find the proper picture cards after to see the words of
children with intellectual disabilities. Third, the interest-based intervention was
effective to improve the skills of words dictation of children with intellectual
disabilities.

Most of the students showed low level of motivation to learn and
concentration on tasks during their baseline. However, motivation to learn and
concentration on their tasks increased. In addition, their responsiveness was also
improved during the intervention. Intervention itself did not change teaching
methods or instructional tools at all. It only used subject matter based on
children’s interests. The results of this study indicated that small changes such
as considering children’s daily life interest could improve the quality of learning

a lot.
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