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ABSTRACT

A Study on Children’s Concepts of Time in Their Life
in Kindergartens

Choi, Yu-ri

Advisor : Prof. Seo, Hyun, Ed. D
Major in Child Education
Graduate School of Education

Chosun University

As lack of problem solving capability of children was found in kindergarten,
it was planned to put time concept of children in activities in order to enhance
such capabilities. Although the researcher tried hard to find previous studies
and other supporting materials to help them to understand time concept, it was
very difficult to find desired materials and teach children with the identified
teaching-learning method. From the consciousness of this problem, the purpose
of this study is to were 5-year-old children in C kindergarten in N city in
Chollanam-do. The study was performed to study about time concept of

children in their lives in kindergartens.
The research questions set up for achieving such a goal are as follows.

Research Question 1. What are young children’s concepts of time in their life in

kindergartens?

In childhood, they have different concept in time from adults and their time

concept can be classified as constructing time order, ordering times of

_iv_



experiences, knowing cultural time, and predicting periodical temporal patterns.

Constructing time order was observed when they developed logical thought and
then understood causal effect relations between events. In ordering times of
experiences, young children got used to flow of time based on their experiences
in periodical repetitive patterns of routines and their sensual intuitions. In
knowing cultural time that is related with children’s acquisition of temporal
terms within the culture they belong to. Young children though that age could
be different in proportion with height and they thought that their own ages
were not changing but surrounding people’s ages were. In predicting periodical
temporal patterns, it was found out that rather than talking about every activity
by analogy in their prediction of future activities, young children predicted and
spoke of their activities in similar time—dates or week days—based on the

periodical temporal patterns they had experienced.

Research Question 2. What does time concept in their lives in kindergartens

means to children?

The meaning that time concept gave to children in the lives in Kkindergarten
acted as an element to resolve unstable psychology as an effort for an
individual to survive and sustain in social and physical environments and they
used it as a tool to plan their lives. Additionally, it was found that it enhanced

the capabilities of children to resolve various conflicts in everyday life.

As patterns of repetitive experiences in everyday life of children are being
accumulated based on the characteristics of thought of children, children can
acquire the concept of time. Time concept composed as such becomes a
medium for children to be adjusted to kindergarten lives. Therefore, it was
found that interactions between teacher—children and children—children, roles of

teachers and physical environments would be very important to let children have time concept.
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