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1993; ®h23a, 2000; olvbd, 2003; FA3] 2008). Leup Ed, AdAFATAE
TxstE Aol F59 S GAALTIEIL mol g F dukste A
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Jorgensen, 1991; Light, Coilieer, & Patnes, 1985: AA<A - ¥r23], 2003. ol A
ARE). 53] FAE EuA st obw Aol v dtiArr wiEAoR At
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Abstract

The Effect of AAC Intervention Based on scripts

for the Students with Severe and Multiple Disabilities.

Seo—young Cho
Advisor : Prof. Jeong-youn Kim Ph. D.
Major in Special Education

The Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

It is inherent nature of human to communicate each other, and this is also
true for children with severe and multiple disabilities. Children with
severe and multiple disabilities often exhibit delayed or suspended language
skill development due to their limited sensory skill, motor skill,
awareness, or proper behavioral skill. Their limited language skill can
restrict their interaction with their environment, which results in the
limitation in their participation to cooperative activities. However, there
have been numerous researches on the practical application of assistive,
augmentative and alternative communication system that would help the
children with severe and multiple disabilities to improve their
communication ability so that they can relish their lives within society
they belong. By providing proper and structured communication intervention,
[t is possible that children with severe and multiple disabilities can
involve in effective interaction with other members in their families,
school, or local society.

Thus, in this study, the teachers conduct communication intervention using
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picture board based on scripts for the students with severe and multiple
disabilities who rarely engage in proactive communication attempt, and
observe if the intervention would increase the frequency of proactive
communication attempts as well as frequencies of communication modes.

For this study, we select three middle-school students from a private
special school for children with mind retardation and physical disabilities
in Chung-Chung-Do, and the intervention is conducted based on multiple probe
design across the subjects.

The script activities selected for this study were eating snacks, applying
lotion, reading picture books, and drawing. Each activity was performed 10
minutes every day for sixteen times. Immediately after the intervention,
three generalization examinations were performed with supervising teacher,
and maintaining examination was performed four weeks after the completion of
intervention. Entire study process from the initial to maintaining stage was
captured by digital photography, and observed frequencies for communication
modes were recorded based on event record method.

The results obtained from the study are as follows.

First, every student participated in the study exhibited the frequency of
communication by the picture communication board intervention based on
script, but generalization has not been observed.

Second, there were variations on the frequencies of communication modes
due to the picture communication board intervention based on script. Every
student exhibited increase in non-vocal communication by the intervention
and this trend was maintained but not generalized. Every student exhibited
increase in vocalized communication by the intervention and this trend was
not generalized. increased vocalized communication of the Students A and C

was maintained but student B wasn't maintained. Every student exhibited

- 112 -



increase in picture card frequency were increased and maintained but not
generalized.

The results of this study indicate that the AAC intervention for the
children with severe and multiple disabilities is structured, preferred
activity by children, and the frequency of communication is increased once
the intervention was performed with familiar communication partner with
emphasis on non-vocal communication. The reason for failed generalization is
analyzed due to the structured language intervention, change in
communication partner variables, or individual health issue of children.

These results exhibit that AAC intervention can improve children’ s
communication skill when:

- The children have close relationship with the communication partner.

The intervention is focused on practical communication within daily
activity.

- The intervention promotes children’ s interest.

- The intervention is systematic.

The result that the improvement of communication skill of students could
not be generalized suggests that it is important to include ‘natural way of
intervention’ , ‘communication skill improvement training’ , ‘restriction
of experimental environment’ in the AAC Intervention.

As a result, this study indicates that the picture board intervention has
positive influence on communication ability improvement for the three
children with severe and multiple disabilities, even though the results are

not generalized.
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