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ABSTRACT

The Analysis of Dance Forms and

Characteristics in Musical TChicagoy

Dance Education : Sun, bich - na
Advisor : Prof . Lim, j1i - hung
Major in Dance Education

Graduate School of Chosun university

In spite of its short history, musicals have tremendously developed
in quality as well as in quantity. Musical is a form of art putting
dance, music and theatrical elements together, with a popular
performing arts characteristics. Even though its dramatical structure
1s weaker than dramas, one can say that musical is overwhelming
art from the impression and appealing from the dance and music.
Also in modern times, it 1S no exaggeration to say that musical
choreography supports not only the play with music but also leads

the plot.
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Especially in musicals, dance needs far improvement of
techniques because it has a creative and distinctive place in the
development process. There are diverse genres of dances such as
ballet, modern dance, jazz dance, tap dance, swing dance, character
dance and so on that appears in musical choreography and is
choreographed according to the works color and is used to make
various dramatic effect. This thesis has studied such musical’s
choreographic compositions and dancing forms and characteristics,
finding out what positive effects it has in musicals and aims to
composit more creative and original dance and theoretical study in
current insufficient part of musical choreography.

The role of dance and the improvement of techniques in musical
can be found overseas which musical combines both direction and
choreography. Therefore the role of dancing in musical is as
important as the producer. However, the dancing which holds the
key post in the musical, is in incomplete state of movement
considering professional expressional development or scholarly
research

The earlier studies about musical and dancing are limited to the
functional role of dance in musical. Therefore this paper provides
basic information on importance of choreographers and development
of moving expressions and functional role playing to product a
quality musical based on the earlier studies. In examining the flow
of dancing forms appearing in musicals, I attempted to study the
importance of functional roles as well as change of the forms of

dance in musical.
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As a theoretical background, the thesis has firstly described the
formation process and characteristics, types and structures and
definition of dancing of musical. Chapter 3 looks at the features of
categories in musical dancing and types and composition of
development of dance in musical and selected a work which
remarkably indicates the function of dance to compare and analyze
the form and the composition of choreography indicated in the work.
Chapter 4, looks the types of dance, the style of choreography, the
scale and form of dancers to analyze the dancing forms and
characteristic in the musical "Chicago; , also looks at the style of
the choreography which appears in musical number to arrive at a
conclusion on the analogy of the dramatic skill of dancing.

As a result, the dancing appearing in musical works have
appropriate dances to the contents and types of musical. Although
there i1s slight difference in the importance of the dance role,
according to the work, we could know that it provides attractions

supplement with various visual treats in common.

Eventually, it is important not only the movement as a visual
treat but also dancing with the proper dramatic motivation as much
as the significance of the various techniques. Also the continuous
study and effort for the development of suitable and creative

movement is required.

For this reason, expanding the role of dance in musical should be

done consistently.
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