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The effects of roles and rewards in cooperative learning on the attitude
and peer relationships of underachieving students in the social studies

classroom

Yun-kyung Yoo
Advisor : Prof. Yu-sung Heo
Major in Special Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The purpose of the study was to explore the effects of roles and
rewards in cooperative learning on the attitude and peer relationships of
underachieving students enrolled at the middle school social studies
classroom.

This study conducted the preliminary inspection on 10 classes of
first graders at N boy’s middle school in P city and then, 3 classes
among them which showed similar outcome were selected as subjects.
Also, 3 classes of 3rd graders at the middle school were also chose
randomly as subjects. The 3 classes of first graders became the
experimental group in which the cooperative learning with certain roles
and rewards was carried out. In contrast, the 3 classes of 3rd graders
became a control group and the students conducted a cooperative learning
activity without any roles or rewards. the questionnaire on learning
attitude in social studies classes and peer relationship were the
instruments for obtaining objective data. Before implementing the
cooperative learning, This study looked into the peer relationships and the

learning attitude through the questionnaires. After 12 weeks of experiment,



this study investigated the changes and differences on student attitudes
and ther relationships through the same questionnaires.

The following are the summarized results of this study. First of all,
this study showed that there was no difference in peer relationship
between the cooperative activities whether they include roles and rewards
or not. Positive effects didn't come out on the subordinate elements of
peer relationship such as good feeling, acceptance, cooperation and a point
of view; However, the period for experiment was too short to have an
influence on them. In addition, it was possible that the result might have
the correlation between the learning assignment the experimental group
and the control group carried out. It could be interpreted that we could
expect more positive result if there was a more in—depth study about the
influence of the external or internal rewards and the structuralization of
individual accountability on underachieved students.

Secondly, when it came to the learning attitude, it turned out that
there was no difference between the cooperative learning activities without
regard to any particular roles and rewards. Also, there was little effect on
the correlation among the subordinate variables such as self-conception,
learning habits and attitude towards the subjects. Contrary to the result of
this study, cooperative learning activities have showed rather positive
influence on improvement of learning attitude through many researches. It
implies that we need to undertake the studies about the effect of different
learning tasks and rewards on cooperative learning activities.

In short, the result of the experiment showed that implementing
cooperative learning activities including individual roles and rewards didn’t
show meaningful effect on the learning attitude and peer relationship

among underachieving students. However, since cannot generalize the

_Vi_



effectiveness of the thesis only according to this research, there must be
more researches on this area in order to prepare the learning structures in
which underachieving students are able to participate more actively

without being excluded.
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