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A study on Aspects of Ecofeminism in Han Gang's
Novels

-Focusing on the TVegetarians and TThe fruit of my Womana -

Ju Eun Kyung
Advisor : Prof. Kim Hyeong Jung
Major in Korean Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

This study aims to speculate eco-feminism theoretically and the
aspects of eco—feminism shown in Han Gang's novels. Eco—feminism
suggests that there are direct relations between oppression of women
and the nature. It examines her creative world through the perspective
of eco—feminism centering on Han Gang's collections of novels titled
Vegetarianss and "The fruit of my Womanys . There are a few papers
which approached her creative world in ecological perspective, but there
have been no previous studies which seriously dealt with it. Her novels
are too wide In semantic spectrum to approach only in ecological
perspective. As connection of women with nature, relations between

men and the world, and various meanings derived from them are greatly



different in Han Gang's novels, it was judged that this study is needed.
In this perspective, this study speculates what meaning Yeonghye, a
heroin, refusing to eat meat and pursuing for othering in the
'Vegetarianss has in eco-feminism. In addition, the study discusses the
limitation and orientation of eco—-feminism through opposition between
the heroin who kept attempting to go beyond the boundary by eating
vegetables and the world which isolated her. Furthermore, it
investigates what principles are made through her efforts to recover the
principles of the nature and her frustrated desire. It suggests that
women's acquisition of identity will be a new alternative to
eco—feminism through "The fruit of my Womans and men are also
subjects to recover the principles of the nature. Based on the results, it
suggests that an ultimate goal of eco-feminism that women, men and

the nature are united into one.
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