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ABSTRACT

Special Education Teachers® Recognition and Needs on Treatment Support

Service of Students with Physical Disabilities.

by Ji-Hyun Park
Advisor : Prof. Jeong-youn kim, Ph. D
Major in Special Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

As treatment support service involving in the "Special Education
Law on Disability ; has been provided, to identify directions on efficient
treatment support for students with mental disability, this study
identified the needs of special teachers on their perception of treatment
support, their roles and needs.

For the purpose of the study, 167 special teachers in Seoul were
interviewed with uses of a questionnaire and 126 of 134 copies
collected were used for the final analysis. The results are presented as
follows:

First, the subjects’ recognition on the concept of treatment support
or relevant things in the Special Education Law was high while their
recognition on specific things on the support was low. It was
responded that their low recognition was caused by less training for
teachers and the advantage of understanding treatment support is
improved quality in the support. They preferred to obtain information
on the support from the staff of treatment support and relevant

information through training.



Second, most of the subjects perceived that the role of special
teachers in the treatment support is important and in particular, the
role in management of the support. They recognized that they need
ability to cooperate with special institutes and families, knowledge on
treatment involving in characteristics of students and cooperative
approach to experts and students’ parents. The responded that they
could not seriously consider their roles involving in treatment support
due to excessive task and psychological burden and the most
important role of special teachers in the treatment support is ability to
identify treatment support needed for students and connect relevant
institutes to them.

Third, it was responded that the biggest problem in the present
treatment support policy was lack of interest and understanding by
treatment experts and teachers. The biggest problem in building
networks of therapists was low quality of the support because of
unqualified therapists and some of them did not identify lack in human
resources, which indicates that human resources are supported in
unbalanced way. To resolve lack in information on the treatment
support, they considered that a treatment support system should be
built so that they can obtain frequent support for their task. In respect
to training on the treatment support, they preferred directions on
cooperation. There were no clear directions on full charge of therapists
in the treatment support and they recognized special education support
centers should be improved. In respect to main places for treatment
support, they preferred special education support centers and recognized
difficulty in cooperation between therapists and teachers in charge as a
problem relating to use of treatment support institutes.

The results of the study will be used as basic data to present future

_Vi_



directions in considering that there were few intensive studies on
teachers’ recognition and needs on treatment support for students with
mental disability and special teachers’ role became more important

through enaction of the special education law on disability.
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