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ABSTRACT

Comparison and Analysis of Middle School
Home-economics Textbooks in the Consumption
Parts in the Seventh Curriculum and the Revised

Curriculum of 2007

Han Seon—hwa

Supervised by Prof. Yang Nam—hee(Doctor of Science)
Major in Technology and Home—-economics Education
Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

This study finds its needs and objectives in comparing and analyzing middle
school Technology and Home-economics textbooks in the consumption parts in
the Seventh Curriculum and the Revised Curriculum of 2007 according to
publishers by combining two realities of 'consumption era' and 'revision of
curriculum', identifying differences before and after revision, examining new
trends, and offering reference data for textbook development in future. Thus
the study compared and analyzed six eighth-grade Technology and
Home-economics textbooks from the Seventh Curriculum and eight
seventh—grade Technology and Home-economics textbooks from the Revised
Curriculum of 2007, leading to the following conclusions:

First, [Changes to the Consumption and Home Economy Units in Middle
School Home-economics according to the Curricular Periods] revealed that the
units started to get specific and diverse in the Third Curriculum and reflected
the situations of the times in each of the curricular periods.

[Changes to the Consumption and Home Economy Units in High School
Home-economics according to the Curricular Periods] showed that the units
started to get specific and diverse in the Third Curriculum like their middle
school counterparts. The units made an independent area in Technology and
Home-economics in the Revised Curriculum of 2007 unlike the Seventh
Curriculum, increasing their space in the textbooks. In 2011, the subject
became an elective one.

Second, [Overview of the Consumption Unit in  Middle School
Home-economics Textbooks in the Seventh Curriculum and the Revised
Curriculum of 2007 according to Publishers] found that, of the eight

_iv_



seventh—grade Home-economics textbooks in the Revised Curriculum of 2007,
one increased in the number of small units and five in the percentage of the
Consumption Unit compared to the Seventh Curriculum.

Third, [Comparison and Analysis of Home-economics Textbooks in the
Number of Materials about Consumption in the Seventh Curriculum and the
Revised Curriculum of 2007 according to publishers] showed that, of the eight
seventh—grade Home-economics textbooks in the Revised Curriculum of 2007,
four increased in the number of pictures(photos), two in the number of tables,
five in the number of activity tasks(experiments and practices), two in the
number of miscellaneous materials, five in the number of items, and five in the
total number of materials compared to the Seventh Curriculum.

Fourth, [New Trends in the Consumption Parts in Middle School
Home-economics Textbooks in the Revised Curriculum of 2007 according to
Publishers] reported that five of the eight seventh-grade Home-economics
textbooks in the Revised Curriculum of 2007 mentioned 'sustainable
consumption'.

Based on the conclusions, the following suggestions were made as to the
development of the consumption parts in Home-economics textbooks and
follow-up study:

First, five of the eight seventh-grade Home-economics textbooks in the
Revised Curriculum of 2007 increased the percentage of the consumption units
compared to the Seventh Curriculum. However, the increase was small, not
reflecting the reality called 'age of consumption'. Future middle school
Home-economics textbooks should allot more pages to the consumption area,
reflecting its increasing importance.

Second, the number of pictures(photos) and items about consumption
decreased by ten or more in some of the seventh—grade Home-economics
textbooks in the Revised Curriculum of 2007 compared to the Seventh
Curriculum. The writers of future middle school Home-economics textbooks
need to make efforts to prevent a big drop in the number of materials
compared to the previous textbooks.

Third, considering the current spread of unsound consumption behavior
among adolescents online, future textbooks should systematically research and
include content about 'consumption and ethics education for adolescents' related
to 'information and communication'.

Finally, auxiliary teaching materials of superior quality should be developed
and distributed in various formats so that the students can receive fun and
lively lectures on consumption helpful for everyday life in school.
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