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ABSTRACT

The Significance of Enjoyable Experiences
in the Expressive Activities Class

for Elementary School Students

Park Min - Hui
Advisor : Prof. Jun-Hee Park PhD.
Major in Dance Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The purpose of this study was to examine the significance of
Enjoyable experiences in the 4th grade Expressive Activities Class
(EAC). This was conducted by applying an ethnographic method, one of
the qualitative approaches. The objective was to see the significance of
enjoyment was experienced and to study the factors that affected this
in order to give ideas about how to offer quality on EAC. In order to
attain this purpose, 20 students of grade 4 at S elementary school in
Gwangju were chosen and the class was lead by myself. In—-depth
interviews were conducted to collect data, and journals on expressive
activities and documents were gathered. All of data was recorded and
analyzed in an inductive way. To produce more trustworthy results,
triangulation and peer discussion were utilized, and the data was
reviewed by the teachers.

Through descriptive, interpretive, and evaluative analyses of the data,

the results could be classified under five themes : (1) enjoyment of the

_iv_



laughing (2) enjoyment of the playing (3) enjoyment of achievement and
challenge (4) enjoyment of the movement (5) enjoyment of the
knowledge. These themes were influenced by a variety of factors.
These factors of making more interesting expressive activities class
were synthesized into four groups: interaction with teachers, interaction
with friends, the contents of class and student's emotions.

First, 4th grade students experienced enjoyment of the laughing in the
expressive activities class. It was influenced by funny actions and the
mistakes of friends and that was related to the cognition of students
who regard 'interest' as 'fun'. These factors influenced the desire of
students who want to have fun with their friends.

Second, 4th grade students experienced enjoyment of the playing and
enjoyment of the movement In the expressive activities class.
Enjoyment of the playing was subdivided into recognition that
expressive activities 1s not a time of study, and that expressive
activities is the time of playing and having fun with their friends. It
was influenced by a large space, permissive atmosphere, exciting
music, expressive amusement and the games used in class. Moreover
these factors provided the opportunity of moving enough, reduction in
stress and satisfied desire of moving.

Thirdly, the students experienced enjoyment of achievement and
challenge, and enjoyment of the knowledge in the expressive activities
class. Receiving praise from the teacher and friends gave the students
satisfaction and sense of accomplishment, and influenced competition
between groups. It also made students want to do better. Enjoyment of
the knowledge wasn't openly expressed by the students. But the
enjoyment of achivement was enhanced when combined with students
experiencing enjoyment of knowledge, as a result enjoyment of

achivement was improved.
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