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ABSTRACT

A Study on Asian Folk Songs for Multi—cultural

Music Education

Jin—young Kim
Dept. of Music Education,
Graduate School of Education Chosun University

Advisor: Han—na Lee

Multi—cultural families have been increasing in Korea due to increased
marriages between Korean and foreign women or workers in this globalism
and information—oriented society. Kosian is a newly—coined word indicating
juniors born from fathers who are Korean and mothers who are from East
Asian countries. Thus, in this multi—cultural era, more social attention have
been paid to multi—cultural families and child—care and education of their
children.

Most of the children from multi—cultural families have lower learning ability
and negative interpersonal relations caused by cultural conflicts. As music
education has capability to have a very positive influence on them, we should
pay more attention to how education for them has been performed in respect
to multi—cultural families and schools should introduce music of diverse
countries. Therefore, this study aims to provide opportunities to acquire
knowledge on music and enhance understanding Asian music. For the purpose,

this study analysed Asian music published in 16 kinds of 2010 music



textbooks for the first year of middle schools based on the 7th Revised
Curriculum.

For the study, this study identified the followings: First, it analysed the
concepts and goals of Multiculturalism, and the goals and necessity of music
education based on bibliographical examination and previous studies. Second, it
analysed Asian folk songs published in 16 kinds of 2010 music textbooks
developed based on the 7th Revised Curriculum to speculate the multicultural
viewpoint. Third, it classified Asian folk songs published in textbooks according
to publishing companies and countries and analysed them. Fourth, it presented
conclusions based on the results.

This study examined the concept of multiculture and the transitional progress of
multicultural music education in the US before analysing contents in the
textbooks. It is hard to exactly define multiculraism, but it was generated through
discussion on national identity of the US where diverse cultures have coexisted
for such a long time. It is a series of strategies and behaviors to encourage
sensitivity to recognize and accept cultural differences in its society which were
not realized due to oppression of dominating FEuropean -culture. Today's
multiculralism is derived from historical experiences of the US and wide
recognition of recent academic results rather than a new concept or
declaration. However, multiculturalism is not only an issue of the US or other
multi—ethnic nations. Now, equal rights and freedom should be returned to
minority groups or races and cultures of superior races must not dominate
other cultures. They should learn their own cultures and confirm their
identities in equal basis, and receive education which helps to understand and
accept others' identities. This study categorized transitional processes of
multi—cultural music in the US before 1900 and after 1900 and analysed

international trends of multi—cultural music education. In 1995, ' Race Music
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Academy' was established, which had significant influence on music education
circles.

To sum up the purposes of multi—cultural music education, multi—cultural music
education expands width of diverse cultures and presents right directions on
acceptance of music culture. It is helpful to definitely understand our own national
music and cultures and establish our identities. It also encourages us understand
diverse styles of music and develop creativity.

This study analysed compositions and characteristics of the 16 kinds of music
textbooks, identified Asian songs in units of Asian music, analysed compositions
of its words and identified countries with the largest number of folk songs
published based on the statistical data.

In conclusion, this study examined Asian folk songs published in music
textbooks for the first year of middle schools based on the 7th Revised Curriculum
and discovered that only songs of seventeen countries are published, especially,
China, Japan, Indonesia and Vietnam. Then names of countries (for example:
Mongolia/Mongol), marks of titles, and languages of songs were different.

As a result of analysing the music textbooks, this study suggests that they
should introduce more diverse songs and use uniformed names and languages. If
Korean languages should be accompanied by their native languages for the songs,
it will be more helpful for students to understand multi—cultures. This study will
help students understand multi—cultural music education and present directions

for music textbooks to be revised .
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