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A Study on the Honorific Expressions in Highschool Japanese
Textbook

Kim Min-Hee
Adviser @ Pro. Park Chung Kuk
Major in Japanese Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

Honorific expressions play a very important role in establishing social and human
relations in contemporary society. Although there almost disappear social-standing
relations in modern society, honorific expressions are ignorable, indispensible
elements in a soclety with social rules that regulate social standing. They have an
important role in contemporary soclety in that a correct and appropriate use of
them in consideration of the relations between speaker and listener can cause
harmonious human relations. The Japanese language has developed honorific
expressions like the Korean language has. However, the system of honorific
expressions in Korean is constant regardless of situation and person. By contrast,
it in Japanese differs from situation to situation—scenes and mutual relations—

which puts Korean learners of Japanese in difficulties and confusion.

This paper surveys and analyzes the honorific expressions shown in textbooks
used at high schools. Because except for common features between two languages,
when Korean learners of Japanese speak in an honorific expression, there are a lot
of differences in operation although they seem similar, this paper surveys the
definitions of the honorific expressions, the studies of classification by scholars, and

the characteristics of modern honorific expressions.

This analyzes the frequencies of honorific expressions by each textbook and by

kind. It classifies the honorific expressions into respecting expressions, humble



expressions, and courteous expressions, although there are different opinions on the
method of classifying honorific expressions. And this paper studies the differences

between Korean honorific expressions and Japanese ones.

Like this, because the structure of Japanese honorific expressions are complex and
thus it i1s not easy for even Japanese people to have correct understanding and
give a correct expression of honorific expressions, this paper addresses methods for
efficiently instructing Japanese teachers about Japanese honorific expressions and

the considerations in teaching them.

At present, a period of transition from the 7™ National Curricula to the 8" National
Curricula, it is necessary to conduct continuous studies and publish books by
teachers of Japanese concerning what teaching methods are effective in instructing
in Japanese honorific expressions and what should be complemented for effective

textbooks of honorific expressions.
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