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ABSTRACT

An analysis of the highschool textbook of

japanese cultures

- focusing on contents of japanese I -

Kim So-hyun

Advisor : Prof. In-hyun Kim Ph.D.

Major n Japanese Language
Education

Graduate  School of Education, Chosun

University

As The globalized society has been spread out, teaching and learning foreign
languages are required to the teachers and students. Korea also has became
interested in Japanese language as foreign language as well as its culture
since Korean government opened Japanese culture. Systematic teaching for
foreign culture will stimulate students’ motivation and help to achieve the
educational goal effectively. It will also solve the communication problem when
the interlocutor faces it even though he already has basic Iinteractional
communication skills.

This study tries to find out the teaching system of Japanese culture in
Korean school based on necessity of culture education which is one of most
essential element of foreign language teaching by researching twelve high

school Japanese textbooks.



This study break the textbooks down into its items such as the cover, the
front page, and culture section. These textbooks cover the various theme such
as ‘costume’, ‘living culture’ ‘custom’ ‘life of students’, ‘writing letter and diary
through internet’, ‘public sports’, ‘public culture’, ‘annual anniversaries.” They
also introduce symbolic culture of Japan; sumou, osyogatu, kimono, tatami,
gabuki, mature.

As 7th educational curriculum intended to the communicative language
teaching and real life communication, they try to achieve its objectives through
not only introducing Japanese entrance ceremony, the graduation and the
school life but also teaching how to use an internet source for learning
Japanese.

However, there are some issues to cover. Firstly, textbooks offer wrong
information or web site addresses which are no more valid. If the editors
would checked them before they publish, this problem will not occur.

Secondly, they did not offer visual aids fully and properly. Some textbooks
contain various pictures for using in the classroom, but rest of them does not
have enough visual aids. Sometimes they have very tiny pictures or graphs
which are not recognizable.

Thirdly, they did not cover the issues between Korea and Japan. The
distortion of history textbooks by the Japanese became a diplomatic issue
recently. The fact still remains that Japan and Korea have plenty of issues to
work out due to the history distortion taking place in Japanese textbooks and
due to Japan's repeated claims of ownership of the Korean Dokdo islets. These
should be covered in the textbooks.

Finally, there are lack of interest in japanese. In the survey, a majority of
students took the japanese course because they have no choice. This shows
that japanese is not attractive to the student even though it is familar language

to them.

_iv_



Language cannot be successfully or fully taught without culture instruction
since culture is one of essential source of language. So far by analyzing
textbooks, it can be found that there are some problematic issues and
something to be modified. Solutions which could reinforce language teaching
are instructing Japanese culture, using various visual aids for activating

students' motivation and modifying wrong or old part of textbooks.
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