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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Effect of Interest and Self-confidence
through Games and Internet—based English Storytelling
for Elementary School Students

An Sumi

Faculty Advisor: Prof, Kim Kyungja
Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The aim of this study is to examine the effects on elementary school
students' interest and self-confidence through the use of games and
Internet—-based English storytelling. The research was carried out over the
period of 4 weeks. The experimental group was comprised of ninety
elementary students from grade one to six taking after—-school English
lessons at S & W elementary school in Gwangju, Cholla—nam Do. Learners
were provided Internet-based English storytelling with a variety of games.
A pre- and post— questionnaire was conducted to explore their affective
factors, interest and self-confidence towards English. The research findings
are as follows.

First, there was significant difference in terms of interest as the result of
the lesson using both Internet English stories and games. It was verified
that the use of stories with games which are interesting and motivating for
students has a positive effect on young learners' interests.

Secondly, there was significant difference in terms of self-confidence.

Effective use of the multimedia helped stimulate interest and resulted in

_iv_



more self-confidence.

Thirdly, while both male and female learners showed improvement, the
female students showed higher improvement than the males in the area of
interest and self-confidence although the difference was not significant.

The implications of the study are as follows. Firstly, when English
teachers use Internet-based English storytelling as a class material, they
are expected to prepare lessons and materials taking the students' grade
and language ability into consideration in order to maintain the interest of
the learners. Secondly, in those circumstances where classroom English
reading materials and books are scarce, Internet—-based English storytelling
provides valuable enjoyable reading material with sound and animation.
Young learners need to be exposed to such written language in order to
provide them with sufficient meaningful input. Thirdly, various level of
internet English stories appropriate suitable for elementary students should

be developed in curricular level.
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myself have found that a good language game is a wonderful way to break
the routine of classroom drill, because it provides fun and relaxation while
remaining very much within the framework of language learning and may

even reinforce that learning” (Dobson, 1975, 107).
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