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ABSTRACT

Self-recognition in Bernard Malamud's The Fixer

Kim Mi-Seon

Advisor: Prof, Choe Ki-goon, Ph.D

Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

This paper is an attempt to discuss the hero's self-recognition in Malamud's

The Fixer. The hero is a symbol of human beings who suffer mental and

physical hardships.

Bernard Malamud was one of the major Jewish American writers in the

middle of the 20th century. Although Jewishness is the central theme in his

works, it may be treated as a metaphor rather than a religious or theological

statement. In his works the Jew becomes a metaphor for the good man who

suffers and who also accepts the responsibility for the suffering of others.

Most of the themes in Bernard Malamud's novels are about the idea of

suffering. For him, the experience of suffering leads to self-recognition. Even

though he presents his thoughts about suffering through Jewish people, they

represent the suffering of universal man.

Yakov is a poor, unlucky Jew who suffers in an absurd and unjust society.

This novel is based on the Mendel Beiliss case which occurred in Tsarist

Russia in 1911. Yakov escapes Shtetl in order to make his fortune. However,

in order to do that, it is necessary for him to deny his Jewish identity and

God. His denial of Jewishness causes him to undergo endless suffering and

isolation. When he is falsely accused of murdering a Russian boy, he is found
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guilty. Then Yakov is imprisoned and experiences severe suffering. Therefore,

the protagonist, Yakov Bok, has to suffer before he realizes the true meaning

of suffering. Then later, he realizes that he can make his suffering meaningful.

Thus, through his acts of acceptance, Yakov comes to know himself. Thus,

when his wife comes to visit him in prison, he forgives her even though she

had been unfaithful and had a child with the other man. Moreover, he accepts

and adopts the child. The prison visit helps him grow stronger morally.

In The Fixer, as in most of his works, Malamud's Jews are metaphors for

modern man experiencing spiritual crises. Through Yakov Bok's journey

Malamud shows us that the way to humanity is love and hope even in the

worst conditions.



- 1 -

1) Ihab Hassan, Contemporary American Literature (New York: Frederick Ungar Publishing Co.,
1973), P. 161.

2) Walter Allen, The Morden Novel in Britain and the United States (New York: E. P.

참조Dutton, 1964), p. 332 .



- 2 -

3) Leslie A. Field and Joyce W. Field, "Introduction: Malamud, Mercy, and, Menschlechkeit,"

Bernard Malamud: A Collection of Critical Essays (Englewood Cliffs, N.Y.: Prentice Hall, 1975),
p. 7.

4) 보스럽고 어리 한결같 행하거나 운하다 또한 그는 지지리도 운 지Schlemiel .

않는 천 적 패 생 다 그는 어져도 코가 진다 가식 없고 신뢰할 수 나. .

사 적 경에 순 하지 못하고 는 다 가만 어도 어 움 당하게 는 수동적 생.

고 적극적 생 개척하 하지만 그 마다 운 당하는 적극적 생 다Schlimazel .

Leo Rosten, The Joy of Yiddish (New York: McGrow-Hill Book Co., 1968), pp. 343-49.



- 3 -



- 4 -



- 5 -

5) Bernard Malamud, The Fixer 앞(New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1966), p. 11.

책에 안에 쪽수만 함.



- 6 -

6) Evelyn Gross Avery, Rebels and Victims: The Fiction of Richard Wright and Bernrad
Malamud 참조(New York: Kennikat Press, 1979), p. 18 .



- 7 -



- 8 -

7) Alan Warren Friedman, "The Hero as Schnook" Bernard Malamud and the critics (New York:
New York UP, 1970), p. 293.



- 9 -



- 10 -



- 11 -

8) Sheldon J. Hershinow, Bernard Malamud (New York: Frederick ungar publishing Co.,) p. 69.



- 12 -



- 13 -



- 14 -



- 15 -

9) Peter L. Hays, The Limping Hero: Grotesque in Literature (New York: New York

University Press, 1971), p. 117.



- 16 -

10)Theodore Solotaroff, "The old Life and the New," Bernard Malamud and the Critics eds.
Leslie A. Field and Joyce W. Field (New York: New York University Press, 1971), p. 236.

11)Sheldon Norman Grebstein, "Bernard Malamud and the Jewish Movement,"

Contemporary American Jewish Literature, ed. Irving Maline (Indiana Univ. Press, 1973), p.
178.



- 17 -

12) Charles Alva Hoyt, "Bernard Malamud and The New Romanticism," Contemporary
American Novelist, ed. Harry T. Moore (Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press,
1964), p. 65.

13) Good News Bible, Deuteronomy 8: 5-16



- 18 -



- 19 -



- 20 -

14) Tonny Tanner, City of words: American Fiction 1950-1970 (New York: Harper & Row

Publishers, 1971), pp, 323-24.

15) Leslie A. and Joyce W. Field, "An Interview with Bernard Malamud," Bernard Malamud A
Collection of Critical Essays (Englewood Cliffs N.Y. : Prentice-Hall Inc., 1971), p. 10



- 21 -

16) Alan Warren Friedman, "The Hero as Schnook," Bernard Malamud and the Critics (New
참조York: New York UP, 1970), p. 293 .



- 22 -



- 23 -



- 24 -

17) Sheldon J. Hershinow, Bernard Malamud (New York: Frederick Ungar Publishing, 1980) p.

71.



- 25 -



- 26 -



- 27 -



- 28 -



- 29 -





- 31 -

저 허락

학 과 어 육 학 20088039 과 정 석사

성 명 한글 김 미 선 한문 문: : : Kim Mi Seon金 美 仙

주 소 전남 화순읍 일심리 청전@105-302

연락처 E-MAIL : qlcl@nate.com

논문제목
한글 의: Bernard Malamud The Fixer에 나타난 자아인식

어 : Self-recognition in Bernard Malamud's The Fixer

본 저 한 저 에 하여 다 과 같 조건아래 조 학 가 저

할 수 도 허락하고 동 합니다.

다- -

저 포함한 정보통신망에 공개 한 저1. DB

복제,

억 치에 저 전 등 허락함,

적 하여 필 한 내에 편집 식상 변경 허락함 다만2. . ,ㆍ

저 내 변경 지함.

포 전 저 리적 적 한 복제 저 전 등 지함3. , , .ㆍ

저 에 한 간 하고 간종료 개월 내에 별도 사4. 5 , 3

시가

없 경우에는 저 간 계 연 함.

해당 저 저 타 에게 양도하거나 또는 판 허락 하5.

경우에는

개월 내에 학에 통보함1 .

조 학 는 저 허락 후 해당 저 하여 생하는 타 에6.

한

리 침해에 하여 체 적 책 지지 않

학 정 에 저 제공 등 정보통신망 한7.

저

전 허락함.ㆍ

동 여 동: ( ) ( )○

월2011 2

저 미 또는: ( )

조 학 귀하
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