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ABSTRACT

A Study of The Summary Strategies depending on The
Text Types

Kim Young-joo
Advisor : Prof. Hye-young Kim Ph.D.
Major in Korean Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

In the Z21st century information oriented society where the information
delivery is so fast and diverse and is done at the large quantity, The
Summary Strategies is necessary(needed) to find the most basic(general)
and important one among the contents of the text through the reading
process. However, the summary instruction of the academic field has not
been broken away from the conventional class that depends on the intuition
of tutors and learners. The summary is to find the subject through the
critical contents of the text.

Doing summary well will be understood as grasping the whole contents of
the text perfectly. Teaching the superficial summary strategy to the
learners who feel difficult to know what is important in the text is not
effective. So, the purpose of this paper is to eventually improve the
learner's comprehensive ability to think, as teaching the strategy which can
help the realistic understanding.

In section II, I have tried to clarify the reasons which the learner feel

= Vil -



difficult to summarize the text through the uncertainty of the terms used in
summarizing and the bad situation to apply the conventional summary
strategies. As reviewing the strategies applied the conventional summary
strategies and sorting the terms used as similar meaning with the term
'summary', we can see the criteria of the critical contents in the text is the
'subject'. '"The main contents, gist, plot and main idea' are based on the
text. And those are terms which mean the main contents exposed visibly.
But 'subject' is a term which includes not only visible important contents
above but also the important contents implied in the text like 'world and
life explained by the text' and 'aim and view of the world of author'. And
reading and understanding all text is the same as the meaning of getting
the point of the subject perfectly. So, we can see the 'subject' is the
basis(criteria) of the critical contents in the text. As a result, the Summary
can be defined as a sentence 'sorting and organizing the important contents
which can recognize the subject based on the text.'

Based on the definition above, after distinguishing between more
important contents and the others from the subject and modeling this
strategy, when showing the strategy, finally we confirmed that the
background knowledge is prepared to do summarizing effectively.

In section I, I conducted aspect of the summary strategy among the text
type of 134 highschool students. As this result, I confirmed that the
summary strategy is used differently according to the text type and it could
be sorted to several methods.

First of all, we can see the fact that the learner do summarize commonly
using 4 strategies, 'the finding whole subject', 'the finding keyword', 'the
finding topic sentence' and 'the finding the subject at each paragraph', in

the process to summarize the expository writing and the argumentative

- viii -



writing.

Secondly, in the case of the expository writing, the finding whole subject
strategy is used in the main. in the case of the argumentative writing, the
finding whole subject strategy and the finding topic sentence strategy is
used in the same ratio, respectively. This result can be recognized as the
difference by the property of text.

Thirdly, in the case of a description, the plot centered strategy that
components of the story, 'person', 'event', 'background', are in harmony is
mainly used. This result shows the fact that the learner doesn't recognize
components of the story as each different component, respectively. On the
other hand, the learner synthetically read and judge the components of the
story and then compose the plot in the process of reading and
understanding a description.

Finally, a common point of the strategy used in the expository text, the
argumentative writing and a description is that the strategy summarizing in
macroscopic view 1s superior overwhelmingly.

Both 'the finding whole subject' and 'the plot centered' strategies do
summarize after judging the importance of the contents, according to the
subject, 1.e. the meaning and the purpose of whole text.

This result implies a kind of criteria which can judge whether the contents
is important or not easily can be a subject.

In section IV, based on the section I, as the learners make out a
summary using new summary strategy according to the text type in
practice, we analyzed changes of the summary ability. as a result, We
confirmed serving easier and more specific strategies to the learners who
felt the conventional summary strategies was so difficult. In other words, as

showing visibly procedure to summarize as well as facts to do according to



procedure, the learners can be relieved from the burden to summarize. And
the new strategy proposed can help the learners to make a high level
summary as the learners can choose important contents clearly.

In this paper, I have tried to realize the interesting and useful summary
strategy seeking summary strategies according to the text type through the
voice(need) of the real learners. However, this study could not combine a
qualitative and quantitative study with figures from analyzing the summary
ability improvement by summary real condition analysis and strategy
application. In other words, even if a strategy of summary is shown by
analyzing some participants, the strategy is not analyzed exactly. this
problem will be next research. but this study is so valuable in several

strategy improvements as suggesting new standard.
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