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ABSTRACT

A Study on Choe Han-Gi's Learning and

Thought on Education

Gyu-baek Cho

Advisor : Prof. Kyeong-sook Kim
Major in History Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The study focuses on examining philosophical thought serving as the
backbone of Choe Han-gi’s educational philosophy and providing
systematic order to his philosophy as well as educational thought. In
doing so, the study identifies if his educational thought may serve as an
alternative to modern education.

Choe Han-gi, who showed brisk scholastic activity at the times of
introducing both practical and liberalistic thought, systematically
categorized Western science and practical tradition as “Gihak” in the
second half of the 18th century. The scholastic tradition “Gihak”
embracing both traditional philosophy and scientific knowledge introduced
from the Western countries holds profound significance in the history of
Korean philosophy.

Choe Han-gi defines realization of humanistic way as educational
purpose. He considers energy circulation as the basis for complying with

humanistic ways. In other words, he emphasizes that realizing humanistic



ways means complying with the law of energy circulation in the
universe. Choe Han-gi holds that in a true sense, education should be
meant to provide guidance for people to attain the law of energy
circulation that governs everyday life around people and comply with it.
Compliance means that one attains the heavenly law and then follows
energy circulation surrounding human beings and things.

Recognizing individual difference, he advocates providing education
based on individual preference, capability and age. In particular, he
emphasizes importance of education for children who have yet to be
exposed to or contaminated by life experiences. He claims that education
may achieve the ultimate goal by allowing attained teachers to teach
lessons to humans with growth potential.

The purpose of teaching is to make human society a better place
through politics, to upgrade actual living conditions and thereby to realize
humanistic ways. Given this, the education purpose he proposed may be
considered one of ways to realize confucian philosophy that may be
summarized as "The strength of a nation derives from integrity of
home.”

In that sense, his educational philosophy may be thought to perfect
Confucianism’s educational purpose. His theory is summarized as the
statement that everyone may attain true self through education instead of
that everyone may attain true self inherent in themselves. In this respect,
his theory can be seen as philosophy for truly happy human conditions

instead of the law of energy circulation.
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