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ABSTRACT

Special Education Teachers' Perception on
After—-School for

Special Classes in Elementary Schools

Byun, Mi-Suk

Advisor @ Seunghee Lee, Ph.D.
Major in Special Education
Graduate School of Education,

Chosun University

This study aims to provide the basic needs of special education teachers’
perception on after—-school for special classes at elementary school as well as
understanding of special education and its management status. For the
purpose, this study compares special education teachers according to school
types, teaching methods and its organization through different frequency
analysis on their after-school teaching programs.

For this study, it target 182 special education teachers who had
experiences of after-school for special classes in elementary schools in
Gangwondo and interviews them with a questionnaire. The 129 copies of the
answer sheets(72%) were collected and the data was transferred through
SPSS for WIN 17.0 program to achieve the statistical value through
frequency analysis, independent-samples t-test and one-way ANOVA. The
outcomes were as follows:

First, the participation of special class students was high enough, but, still
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, the reason beyond its absence of student’s interests in due to the lack of
after school programs. The programs were selected by students and their
parents and current purposes of after-school they considered as the most
important were the development of talents and specialties of the students
with disabilities. The dominant program was helping linguistic ability with
disabled students, but in overall, the majority of after—school programs are
inclined to Therapeutic education activities taekwondo, hapgido, information
and communication and arts and crafts. Currently, after-school programs
were provided two times a week for less than 1 hour a day and it is found
that the management system is preferred private educational schools and
instructors who have qualification from outside. These teachers had
experiences in the most of self-organized after schools as an instructor and
it is shown in the data that the payment that the instructor engaged of less
than (100,000 won) per month has the largest.

Second, in terms of management status of the after class for special
programs, the appropriateness of academic programs comes to a major
consideration and it is needed to be decided by accordance of students and
parents requirements. During the period of program development, the
programs have to be focused on development of talents and special skills.
However, the problems in management of after-school are presented as
follows: lack of various programs, difficulties in flexible time management,
excessive duty of special education teachers in charge. The current
discovered time duration of each after school sessions seems to be
appropriate, but, due to the possibilities of making different programs, the
schools are prefer red to have incorporated after-school management and
connected management between schools at the same time. The after—class
should be linked to local institutes for effective management and the
professional instruction is allowed to after school programs as the most of

the instructors are qualified from outside. The most required characteristics
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of after class teachers are the understanding of disabilities and respect
towards the students attitudes and it comes to the biggest issues in selecting
teachers whether they have a coherent experience on their previous careers.
As necessity and expected effect of the after-school for special class are
high, the after-school should be successfully settled, various programs and
management plans should be developed, and financial support should be
constantly provided, which will contribute to satisfaction of the necessity and
need of the special class teachers. Also, the most of special education
teachers believe that the appropriate amount of payment is less than 100,000
won and they replied that there was a problem in terms of lack of materials
and facilities as they manage the after school programs. The problems in
management of after-school are presented as follows: lack of wvarious
programs, difficulties in flexible time management and going home, securing
instructors appropriate for the students with disabilities, and securing finance
for management, excessive duty of special education teachers in charge, lack
in teaching materials and aids, lack in professionalism of the instructors on
the programs, low participation of students and their parents and lastly, lack
in interest and cooperation of school management.

Third, when it examined the general thoughts on the specialty—aptitude
educational activity, both teachers and parents responded that the
specialty—aptitude educational activity was effective to save the expenses and
to develop children’s talent and special skills, showing positive reaction to the
question whether it would be activated further. In addition, their satisfaction
level seemed to be higher than other precedent research. Through the
analysis of  teacher’s understanding from the  following five
categories—genders, ages, experiences, special classes, number of students-
there was a slight difference found only in experiences of special education.
It suggests that the teachers who have less than 5 years of experiences or

more than 10 years of educational achievements have positive understanding
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of after school classes in overall compared to the teachers of who have
experienced more than five years to less than ten years.

Fourth, as the result of analyzing the recognition of special educational
teachers, the lack of communication between the instructors and teachers
seems to be the key problem of curriculums of special classes, even though
there is a positive aspect of evaluation of academic activities while there
seems to be still no changes in those five variables mentioned in previous
paragraphs.

Therefore, this research based on Gangwon province proposes suggestions
as follows: Because of limits to subjects of the study, the results of the
research cannot be generalized to other areas, and as we depended on a
questionnaire as a research tool, it may not reflect real situation of schools
nowadays. To overcome the current issues, it must suggest various plans as
follows: opening of various programs through expansion of individual and
financial support through increases in teaching materials and aids,
incorporated after-school management, connected management between
schools, securing instructors and expanded support for the special education
teachers and preparing extra space as well as reducing excessive duty of
special education teachers in charge. Furthermore, for the effective
management of academic activities, nature of special educational teachers and
connected and trust management has to have specified and well planned
evaluation system as well as having constant supports and interests of
educational condition and management. Not only instructors get to know the
background information of disabled students who participate in the program
is crucial but also it is highly important trying to involve in constant

communication between students and parents.
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[ F - REACE) 53 411
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2N A
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X Z+ of 5 0.7
2ol 11 1.7
AAA A 217 32.3
A A 7 of 52 7.7
a5 AA - Bs Aol 54 8.0
&4 9] 2443 % of 46 6.9
Ao DR ES S L 13 19
r Eiaclll 223 33.2
217 of 17 25
LA A 25 3.7
7)€k 9 14
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B SwEd Al




<E I-1>0] Rolko]l A7tz A2 o7l 1069 (82.2%) 22 At
238(17.8%) Bt w@atrh. A" dio] el s 25~294 487 (37.2%), 30~344
429(32.6%), 35~394] 147 (10.9%), 40~44A41 178(13.2%), 45~494] 675 (4.7%),
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