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ABSTRACT

A Comparative Study of <Inhyeonwanghujeon>
and <Sassinamjeonggi>

Lee Soo-Bin
Advisor : Prof. Kim Su-Jung Ph.D.
Major in Korean Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

"Inhyeonwanghujeons and 'Sassinamjeonggii have similar aspects in
their compositions as the materials of both works are related with
expelling of Queen Inhyun. They describe Confucian patriarchal system in
detail. Previous studies focused on their comparison in opposition of good
against evil and conflicts between one’s wife and concubine. However,
this study examines their genres, the periods and motives of their
creation, personality of the characters from the both literary works, and
how they dealt with reality based on irresolute King Sukjong and Yoo Han
Rim.

There have been a number of controversies on the genres,
backgrounds, and motives of the two works. nhyeonwanghujeon; is a
biographical novel in which elements of essay, narrative and novel are
combined and which was written to admire royal virtues of Queen Inhyun.
It is valid to consider "Sassinamjeonggi; was written while Kim Man Jung
exiled to make King Sukjong realize his faults.

It is suggested that King Sukjong and Yoo Han Rim have common
personality of irresolution in that both literary works were created with real

events as motives. However, King Sukjong was impetus and dogmatic, but



could reflect his wrong. Yoo Han Rim was shy and considered the cause as
important in everyway. Queen Inhyun and Mrs. Sa are similar in that they
consider the cause as important in Confucian society, but the former
considered norms as important, had confidence and was resolute. Mrs. Sa
resolutely dealt with everything for her family's prosperity as a manager
of her family. However, she was voluntary and positive out of her family.
Janghibin and Mrs. Gyo had life full of ups and downs. The former was
confident and honest in expressing her feeling. Such confidence helped her
to realize her desires, but honesty made her lost in despair. Mrs. Gyo had
complaints in her poverty. So, she was active in destroying order of reality
and change her life. She did wrong behaviors insensibly to escape from
the moment when her faults are revealed.

Queen Inhyun and Mrs. Sa followed the order imposed by Confucian
patriarchal system at that time. She was confident in their families and could
accommodate the order of their society following the patriarchal system.
However, Janghibin and Mrs. Gyo were unsatisfactory with their status
system. Therefore, they challenged the society to pursue their personal
desires rather than follow the social order. They consistently planned to
have higher status and pursue wealth and prosperity. The reasons they
pursued for their personal desires were King Sukjong and Yoo Han Lim.

So far this study examined personality of the characters from
Inhyeonwanghujeon; and 'Sassinamjeonggi; and how they deal with their
reality and discovered that they did their best in their own positions.
Queen Inhyun and Mrs. Sa accommodated the order of Confucian society
as they had confidence in their positions and status while Janghibin and
Mrs. Gyo challenged the society by pursuing personal desires to achieve
what they want as they were unsatisfactory in their society. It is difficult
to judge whose life is right or wrong. Therefore, it is suggested that the
lives in the both literary works should be examined with different

viewpoints respectively instead of determining which one is good or evil.
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