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A Comparative Study of Sino—Korean Textbooks for
Middle Schools in South and North Korea

Kim Ju-Hyoeng

Adviser : Han Yae-Won Litt.D.
Major : Sino-Korean Literature
Graduate School of Education, Chosun

University

About 60 years have passed since Korea was divided into South and
North. As a result, the differences in culture, art and education as well as
in politics, economy and society have been intensified. Therefore, this is the
time to check languages and literature in various areas before gaps of
language use between South and North Korea sharply widen.

Education aims to provide information in all areas such as senses of
value and ways of thinking and behaviors to help people to live humanly.
Korean language education remarkably needs exchanges and cooperations
and special attentions should be paid to homogeneity in sino-Korean
education between South and North Korea as most of our language is
composed of sino—-Korean.

Now, South Korea is using sino—-Korean words in writing or language
use. However, North Korea is using only Korean language and teaches

sino—Korean only for school education. In addition, there are remarkable



differences in educational ideas of sino—Korean between South and North
Korea. The educational ideas of North Korea are to admire and idolize of
Kim Il Sung and Kim Jung I, advocate revolutionary ideas of socialism,
and emphasize war. Therefore, its sino—Korean education is characterized by
orders and ideas Kim Il Sung family gave to sino—Korean education, and
knowledge of revolution. It is suggested that more desirable sino—-Korean
education and culture of national harmony can be achieved when North and
South Korea jointly participate in preparation for which such gaps in
language and words are considered to prepare for unification.

For the purpose, this study targeted two kinds of sino—Korean textbooks
for middle schools(published by Donghwasa and Gyohaksa) from 11 kinds of
textbooks published based on the 7th Curriculum and those published in
North Korea in 2001.

Chapter [ analysed differences in external systems of sino-Korean
textbooks of South and North Korea. Forms of unit lessons, quantity of
texthbooks, and quantities of sino-Korean words for each grade and new
sino-Korean words were compared to identify characteristics of textbooks
used in North and South Korea.

Chapter 1I analysed differences in materials consisting of sino-Korean
textbooks in South and North Korea. Materials of textbooks for each grade
were examined to determine characteristics of compositions of sino-Korean
textbooks. It i1s expected that the sino—-Korean education ideas can be
established if what materials are used for sino—Korean textbooks is

definitely analysed.



Chapter T analysed contents and main styles of sino—Korean textbooks of
North Korea in which Korean—-Chinese combined sentences are mainly used.
Through such process, this study determines features of sino-Korean used
in educational fields of South and North Korea, aiming at reinterpreting
tradition.

Chapter IV discovered common things in sino—Korean education and their
meanings in the circumstance when division of South and North Korea lasts
in order to develop future plans on sino—-Korean textbooks by understanding
and accepting different positions.

Language and literature are bases of basic communication between South
and North Korea people and cultural creation, which should be considered in
establishing national identity. Therefore, to examine differences in
sino—Korean education between South and North Korea is a basis for
recovery of national homogeneity.

Finally, it is expected that this study will be a foundation of unified
sino—Korean education, and helpful to development of effective sino-Korean
education systems through developing curriculums, textbooks and teaching

and learning methods for future unification.
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