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ABSTRACT

A Study on the characteristics of <Gyechukilgi> as fiction

Bak Jeong-eun
Advisor : Prof. Kim Su-jung
Major in Korean Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

<Gyechukilgi> which deals with secret stories of the court in Joseon
Period including <Hanjungrok> and <Inhyunwanghujeon> has been highly
recognized as having great literary value. It has some stories occurring for
20 years as follows: Queen Mother Inmok was selected as the second
queen;, she had babies of Princess Jungmyong and Prince Yongchang; and
King Injo's restoration. This study clarifies the genre of <Gyechukilgi>,
examines what reasons features of the genre are revealed on, structures of
the story and the author's attitude to stories. Then it identifies the reasons
and aspects of the conflicts in the stories, and what ways are used to
express the author's intention effectively in order to find values of the
story as a novel.

<Gyechukilgi> was described centered on what happened in the period
governed by Gwanghaegun, but this study considers the genre of the work
as a novel it has strong nature of a novel. It deals with part of the history,
but it is considered as the court novel in that it used the place where the
public could not make an easy access as a background. The discussion on

the author was made in various viewpoints, but this study considers the



author of the novel as follows: princess Jungmyong who was smart and had
outstanding writing skill collected what Queen Mother Inmok wrote and data
of that time and wrote the novel based on the testimony of the court ladies
who served for Queen Mother Inmok. The princess who was devoted to her
parents wrote it to console her mother and used expressions of court
ladies to give reality to the novel.

The structure of the <Gyechukilgi> is composed in consecutive order. It is
chronologically structures as most of the classical novels are, but it does
not describe stories according to the flow of time with some changes in
time. Stories of the past are inserted into stories or stories of future are
presented in advance, which breaks chronological order and highlights the
effect of epic.

<Gyechukilgi> describes stories according to time flow, but the entire plot
focuses on Gwanghaegun's enthronement, Imhaegun's conspiracy, Gyechuk-

oksa(Death In Prison), and Confinement to Seogung. Therefore, the reasons
of main conflicts in happenings in it and developmental aspects of the
conflicts are roughly categorized into two: conflicts between Gwanghaegun
who had no legitimacy and other princes, and his opposition against Queen
Mother Inmok. The conflicts were derived from legitimacy, which deteriora-—
ted in the process to maintain absolute power and were released by
external reasons.

<Gyechukilgi> is a novel with background of historical events, but as it
was reorganized to show the author's intention, its falsity is remarkable.
Such falsity indicates that it has a feature as a novel rather than a simple
record of facts. The characters are real, but Gwanghaegun is reborn as a
representative evil person and Queen Mother Inmok as a representative

good person. It reflects the author's intention to accuse evil behaviors of



Gwanghaegun and his followers, and inform of suffering and good behaviors
of Queen Mother Inmok and her followers.

<Gyechukilgi> is highly recognized as one of highly valuable representative
court literary works including <Hanjungrok> and <Inhyunwanghujeon>. It
describes life of suffering in the court in the novel, made a great
contribution to development of novel literature. It mainly uses dialogues to
dynamically develop stories and inserts letters to describe changes in
psychology of characters. It has a great meaning in history of literature in
that it was written in woman's perspective and sublimed woman's grief into
a literary work. <Gyechukilgi> contains stories on the court ladies who
played important part in the court, which are not available in historical or
public records. It has ancient words and terms used in the court, which is
considered as important data for research on special language, and it is
very helpful for research on Korean used in middle ages in that it used

pure native tongues.
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