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A Study on the Current Education of Classical Chinese Literature

for Elementary Schools and Development of Desirable Models

Kim, Eeo—Jin
Advisor: Prof. Han, Ye-Won
Classical Chinese Literature,

Graduate School of Chosun University

This study aims to examine current education of classical Chinese
literature for elementary schools and its problems, and to develop
models of desirable education. For the purpose, we identified the
nature of elementary school programs for classical Chinese education
and the current education, targeting a few elementary schools in
Buk-gu and Nam-gu, Gwangju.

As a result, we found the following problems:
First, most of the schools used their own textbooks without

presentation of the nature and goals of classical Chinese education.



Second, the programs they provided depended only on reading and
memorizing without extra instructions. Third, their programs were
managed in a irregular base without consistent schedules.

Therefore, this study identified the current status of textbooks used
in elementary schools to find out problems of textbooks and found
many problems as follows:

First, the nature and goals of each textbook were different. Second,
each publishing company had an uneven external system. Third,
difficulty index of each textbook was inconsistent. Fourth, there were
significant differences in contents.

As presented below, current classical Chinese education has many
problems. So, based on the problems we found, this study is to
develop models of desirable classical Chinese education.

First, to plan organized methods to teach Chinese characters, we
presented the nature, goals and contents of Chinese character
education. As far as the nature, it 1s suggested that the education
should help the students learn Chinese characters and languages that
are suitable for elementary school students, understand learning terms
in Chinese as a means helpful for other subjects, nurture Chinese
cultural knowledge through four—character idioms and enhance
understanding of traditional culture as Koreans. For presentation of

goals of Chinese character education, we set about 600 characters of



the 900 Chinese characters for middle schools as basic characters to
be learned from grade 1 to 6 of elementary school students. And for
contents of Chinese character education for elementary schools, we
categorized it into Chinese characters, Chinese language and language
life. Therefore, based on the nature, goals and contents of Chinese
character education that have been discussed so far, we present
directions of desirable education of Chinese characters:

First, it is desirable to use discretional time for Chinese character
education. Second, it is desirable for students in lower grades to learn
basic characters and Chinese languages. Third, students in higher
grades should learn four—character idioms and simple Chinese
literature considering connections with middle school programs.
Fourth, an organized and regular curriculum should be developed.
Fifth, various teaching methods should be developed. Sixth, the
program should encourage students to inherit and understand our
traditional culture.

Then, we developed four effective teaching methods for the present
elementary schools and present as follows: First, to learn Chinese
character through radicals; second, to write essays using Chinese
languages; third, to learn Chinese characters through singing songs;
and fourth, to learn them wusing the "TA-ak-pyony by Dasan Jung

Yak-Yong. We presented proper directions based a few educational



directions and teaching methods we developed.

As presented above, we figured out desirable directions for Chinese
characters education based on the current education program and
textbooks for elementary schools. In the future, curriculums in the
national level should be developed and each school should have more
interest in education of Chinese characters for proper education for

elementary schools.
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