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ABSTRACT

Internet use by Korean adolescents: A study of

current issues and how to address them

Shin Bo-Kyoung

Advisor : Prof. Kim chung-Won

Major in Information and Computer Science
Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

Internet in the present knowledge-information society has become a
necessary tool for all people. However, a problem of it is a phenomenon
of the reverse function of internet. In the present study, three types of
adolescents’” groups are compared;, the standard group, the potentially
dangerous group and the highly dangerous group . The study seeks to
investigate and analyze the propensities of internet addiction, the purposes
and the reasons of internet use, and the motivations of internet use, by
using K-standard. Therefore, this study find out the better alternative
solutions for adolescents’ internet addiction in terms of technology, efforts
at school and social counterplans.

The purpose of the present study is to investigate the following
pespectives; what differences are among the three groups; the standard
group, the potentially dangerous group and the highly dangerous group in
relation to the propensities and each factors of internet addiction; what
meaningful relations are among them; what solutions can be drawn.

The participants of this study are 329 high school students who are all
the first or second grade students attending a vocational high school in
Kwangju, Korea.

K-standard, which is Korean internet addiction diagnosis standard

developed by Kim Cheong—Teak, were used to analyze differences among



three groups. K-standard consites of all forty questions and seven factors
for overall internet use including internet game and chatting. In order to
determine whether there were significant differences between the results
from the three different groups in relation to frequency and reliability,
kai-square(X®) were performen on data. All the analyses were done by

SPSSWIN 12.0 software package.

The results of analysis are as follows:

The distribution of internet addiction according to different gender shows
that there are more male addicts than female addicts. The more they
belong to the highly dangerous group, the lower their financial living level
and academic grade. When it comes to their favorite internet activities,
the highly dangerous group shows more overvalued pattern of internet use
compared to other groups, and they are more likely to reckon internet as
a tool to persue pleasure and stimulus rather than knowledge and
information. Also, as far as they belong to the highly dangerous group to
overuse the internet in terms of the frequency of internet use, they
revealed that they were affected by negative things such as ambiguious
division between reality and cyber world, lack of enough sleep, weakening
of eye vision, etc.

These findings suggest the followings:

First, as a technologically helpful way, IP-blocking program based on
Gateway is suggested. Second, as a alternative way used at school, media
education is addressed. Lastly, in social perspectives, governments,
companies and civic organizations need to cooperate each other to monitor
our adolescents and to gather all information about internet use as well
as they need to expand the number of counselling centers for young
addicts. Thus our growing juveniles should be protected by internet
addiction through these kinds of various and useful studies on some

continuous interests and some alternative solutions for internet addiction.
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