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ABSTRACT

An Analysis of the Cultural Contents
n Middle School English Textbooks

Kim So-mi
Advisor : Prof. Gyu—eul Yom, Ph. D.
Major in English Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The wultimate goal of English education in Korea is to improve
communicative competence and to understand culture. According to
Brooks(1964) language cannot be separated from the culture. Therefore,
language and culture education must be presented in a integrated way.
However, previous studies show that most English textbooks did not
contain enough cultural content.

The purpose of this study is to analyze the cultural content in 12 middle
school English textbooks newly published in 2008 and the cultural content
of the reading material out of each unit according to 19 topics suggested in
the national curriculum, cultural type and background. The importance of
teaching culture was focused in the revised national curriculum and 19
topics of cultural materials are presented by adding culture to one of the
subcategories of the language materials.

The results from this study are as follows :

First, in analyzing cultural contents suggested in the curriculum, the
distribution of the language materials was not balanced. Especially, the 4

cultural topics focused in the curriculum, from number 8 to number 11, is

_Vi_



27.3%. Among them, number 9 which is related to lifestyle, school life
belongs to other culture, showed the highest ratio of 12.8%.

Second, cultural background was not balanced because universal cultural
background showed the highest ratio of 46.4%, while English—-American
cultural background showed to be 9.9%. It is demanded to present lower
ratio of universal cultural background and higher ratio of English-American
and contrastive cultural background.

Third, in an analysis of cultural contents based on the type of culture
which is composed of behavioral, material and spiritual cultures, behavioral
culture accounts for the largest portion with 52.8%, spiritual culture 31.7%,
material culture 15.5%. These results seem to be desirable considering
students' in intellectual level.

In conclusion, textbooks are very important material to learn culture and
teachers have a responsibility to teach well with variety of teaching
method. They have to continue studying culture education through taking
many training systems or inspecting classes. Students as well as teachers
should have a positive attitude toward culture education to accept the

variety and differences among many cultures.
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Brooks(1964: 83)°l 9Jsl¥ &3t tA 7HA] dgo= AiEsiso] ER¥h

Culture 1- Biological growth

Culture 2- Personal refinement
Culture 3- Literature and the fine arts
Culture 4- Patterns for living

Culture 5- The sum total of a way of life
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Language cannot be separated completely from the culture in
which it is deeply embedded. Any listening to the utterance of
native speakers, any attempt at authentic use of language to
convey messages, any reading original text will introduce cultural

elements into the classroom.
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Language is the most typical, the most representative and the
most central element in any culture. Language and culture are not
separable; it is better to see the special characteristics of a
language as cultural entities and to recognize that language enters

into the learning and uses nearly all other cultural elements.
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The ability or interaction with speakers of another language
depends not only on language skills but also on comprehension of
cultural habits and expectations. Understanding a second language
does not insure understanding the speaker's actions. Successful
cross—cultural communication entails a great deal more than

language skills.
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* To develop the student's intellectual powers through the study
of a foreign language.

* To increase the student's personal culture through the study of
the great literature and philosophy to which the new language
is the key.

e To increase the student's understanding of how language
functions and to bring them, through the study of a foreign
language, to a greater awareness of the functioning of their
language.

* To teach the students to read another language with
comprehension so that they may keep abreast of modern
writing, research and information.

« To give students the experience of expressing themselves
within another framework linguistically, kinetically and culturally.

e To bring the students to a greater understanding of people
across national barriers, by giving them a sympathetic insight
into the ways of life and ways of thinking of the people who
speak the language they are learning.

* To provide the students with skills which will enable them to

communicate orally, and to some degree in writing, with the

speakers of another language and with people of other
nationalities who have learned their language.
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Culture materials provide many topics of personal interest to a
student, thereby increasing motivation. The inclusion of culture in
the foreign language classroom could well provide an important

bridge for the language student in his search for relevance.

Stern(1992: 205) HA] doje} 3] J& AAAHS EUE doje} &3] &
Aluso 94& Fi ).
It is nowadays a commonplace in language pedagogy to stress the
importance of culture teaching and to say that language and
culture are interwinded, that it is impossible to teach a language

without culture and that culture is the necessary content for

language use.
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o3t YahooAte] CEOSQ! ‘Jerry Yang'# vw=r9] 4 W&l < <<l 'Oprah
Winfrey'®] 3= A71& SHsAL vl AES ol SRS w34 sds +

L o]o}r]2 A A3}

Another successful person is Oprah
Winfrey. People all over the world can
see her talk show on TV. But Oprah
had a hard time in her childhood. Her

»  parents left her in her grandmother’s
house.

But Oprah had hope for the future. She worked hard and
never gave up. Afier university, she got a job at a small TW
station. She became popular and finally got her own show:,

Do you want to be successful? Work hard and think positivie!

ry

198, el w3k 23 W oA
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Cultural Asides Discussions and Debate Humour
Foreign Element .
Recalia Exchange Proverbs
Survey
Culture Cartoons Songs and Music Folklore
Culture Games Films Culture Reading
. . . Culture Samples of Slice
Audio—Motor Units Literature .
of Life
Culture Assimilator |Culture-Oriented writing Culture Projects
Culture Capsules Situations Cultural Community
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Culture Clusters Role—-Playing Language club Activities

Culture Mini Drama Culture Minicourses |Trip to the Second culture

Culture Calendar Contact with Natives Culture timeline

6.1.1 Culture Aside (E3} =)

7Hd ol wAFEel oA ARSI e W F otuE, HE AlFS Al A
EohE Aol ofye) sy FA9F #HHd 3 U8 tig gl Zad u shay
59 oldllE w7 Al FAIR wAE At ot ol A ARt A
wHom S o ot AHE AFTE 7 Atk FHo] AR, 7Y F
of Ao x| 7] wjitol] A A o] ofeb= o] k.

B LET'S READ We had a special visitor, too. Paul invited Sohyeon, his
neighbor, to the pzrl:"z{r-c:’:lmlhcr 5 P':t:l‘:"\"i::::.lm;‘:: shis

Culture Night e e

rme s vt e s e 18 Lo e 98 T @ i o o g s

Today was a very special day. Cur Culture Club had
a potluck pany. We all brought food from our home

countries. 1 brought chow mein, Yujin made buigogi with

her mother, Paul brought some ponrine, # popular dish
- in Quebec, Mr. Jones brought fish and chips, 2 Famous -
; English dish. E

Lo, W

B weing  popular \
chip  thmous

.......

199, Culture Aside <l
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Foie gras (pronounced /fwa :'gra :/ in English; French for "fat
liver") is a food product made of the liver of a duck or goose
that has been specially fattened. This fattening is typically
achieved through gavage (force—feeding) corn, according to
French law, though outside of France it is rarely produced using
natural feeding. Paté de foie gras was formerly known as
"Strasbourg pie" in English due to that city being a major
producer of this food product.

Foie gras is a popular and well-known delicacy in French cuisine.
Its flavour is described as rich, buttery, and delicate, unlike that
of a regular duck or goose liver. Foie gras is sold whole, or is
prepared into mousse, parfait, or paté (the lowest quality), and
may also be served as an accompaniment to another food item,
such as steak. French law states that "Foie gras belongs to the
protected cultural and gastronomical heritage of France
(Wikipedia).

Korean Food Catches French Taste
Tt E R L SN e T e L L [ B

This fall. traditiconal Korean bibimbap is going to become
one of the most popular dishes in France. Why do people
enjoy eating it so much?

Oine French woman, Ms. Aarelia. said. T love eating
Bibimbap. It's delicious and it's good for my healch.

My parents and I are big fans of Korean food. It tastes

amazing and our stomachs are full.”™

(% 2z Why does s Aurella love cating bibimbap?

1%910. Culture Capsule <
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6.1.3 Culture Assimilator (3} 3}

& FZAow kel 7|¥ T shuelt). st Ee] wEkatelwm Q1] HR olE s}
e st oHAEE A/ Fi 1 olopr|E olx W AL of FA7} Ay
sHAl Fe=Al A 2 Sl Srha AdEE H© A At Zhz7He] gel= A
ol AAlEo] d7] wel siEskEot 8ot A o] th(HH
%, 1985).

22 Rhona B. Genzel & Martha Graves Cummings(1993)7} #l|A]gt
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culture assimilator®] 3+ o o]t}.

You have not done well on a paper, and your professor has
called you into his office to speak to you about your poor grade.
When he speaks to you, what should you do?

a. Look directly into his eyes.

b. Look down at the floor.

c. Look up at the ceiling.
d

. Focus your eyes on a distant object.

Answer
a. In North America, it is considered respectful and correct to
look directly into the eyes of the person who is talking to
you, regardless of that person's position. To look away would
seem very impolite to an American and would show that you

are not interested or that you lack respect.
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6.1.4 Films (33}

Gz ALE T AT HoelFo] SeAvt AED date 43E sebs)
o 7o) AP AAF A B 5
A A eEe gA 48 gz o 9
ARl A el BBl BEA olsE 2 ¢ ARS RECHEYR, 200D,

FAEEODE A DEIS FHOR @ JHE FEF v Fohmgo
o ThFE B3} Lol WAY + Y= B

&3 ds 2P WA= GskE 2] Aol

il

Dear Emily,

Senbeno! How is everybody doing? I'm having a great time with my
dad here in Mongolia. My dad is teaching Korean to Mongolians.
Mongolia is a nice country. Its blue sky is really beautiful.

We're staying in a “ger.” It's a traditional Mongolian house. It's cool
in summer but warm in winter. A ger looks like a tent. Mongolians can
build one easily. They can carry it everywhere. At night, you can open
the top and look at the stars. Can you imagine?

Traditionally, Mongolians enjoy milk tea and lamb, but they don't eat
pork and fish. Tomorrow I'm going to see the Naadam Festival.
Naadam” means  “Three Games of Man.” During the festival,
Mongolians enjoy horse racing, archery, and wrestling. It's going to be
exciting. I can't wait.

See you later.

Love,

Jina
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