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ABSTRACT

The Effect of Pre-reading Activities

on English Reading Comprehension

Yoon Soo-jin

Advisor : Prof. Guiseok Kim Ph.D
Major in English Language Education
Graduate School of Education

Chosun University

The goal of this study is to investigate the effect of pre-reading
activities on English reading comprehension ability. The main target of this
research is middle school students.

The subjects were 66 students in the second year at A. Middle School in
Jeonman. They were divided into two groups: the experimental group
consisted of 33 students and the control group consisted of 33 students.
The level of English reading ability of the students in the two groups was
almost the same, which was shown by a pre—test administered before the
beginning of the experiment.

During the four-week experiment, the experimental group was showing the
pictures and vocabularies related to the text before reading as pre-reading
activities. The control group didn't do any activities about a text.

This study set the following research questions:



(1) What are the effects using pictures and vocabularies before reading?

(2) According to the students' gender, what are the effects through
pre—reading activities?

(3) What differences are there in reading comprehension ability to students'
levels?

In order to measure reading comprehension ability, two tests were
administered: one was used as a pre-test, and the other as a post-test.
Both tests were composed of 20 questions on the content of the text.

The result of this study is as follows. First, while there was no difference
in reading comprehension ability between two groups on the pre—test, there
was a statistically difference on the post-test. The mean score for the
experimental group was significantly higher than that for the control group.
Second, there was no significant difference between genders. Showing
pictures and teaching vocabularies were equally effective for both male and
female students.

Third, it was found that there were significant difference in the three
levels of English proficiency: the teaching of reading taught by using
pre—reading activities was more effective on the low-level students than
high-level students.

As a result, pre-reading activities were effective on second year middle
school students. Also, it can help student easily to understand the text.
This results suggest that a teacher should provide the appropriate amount
of information before reading according to the background knowledge of
learners. That means the teacher give the students relevant information to
facilitate their understanding and develop a variety of pre—reading activities

in its reading classes.
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1. S e dHy wEFuor oguke 709
[ can see houses and buildings. They look like small boxes from the sky. I'm glad
to sit by the window. Wow, I'm in a cloud! It's exciting.
@ @ 71=} @ As2k @ n] g7 ©® AEH 2~
2. T QhilEe] W§3 AXHA e AL
Lost and Found
Lost
Small dog with brown ears

Found
Mame: Max

White schoolbag with two
Lost in Lake Park

textbooks: Franch, History
* Found in City Hal
Call Kevin: B55-2987

Call Jane: 556—8S78

@ oA el A% wpalolr},
@ 71 ol 21e] Ao] o

@ Kevine 7o}
® Lake Parkoll A 7o}

A& zka
@ 7p& City Hallol A @A s
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Hi, Jenny. I'm having a party at my house this Saturday. Can you come? I hope
so. Let me know soon. Call me or send me an email.

Lisa

© #3437 Astel @ xdEA] Aekel © A glskel
@ B Astel  © ahE] sk

4. g =9 HIZtel] Soj wE Ak L0

Bill says to Mother, "The baby is crying." Mother says, "Give him some food. Then

he will stop." Bill gives the baby some . Soon the baby is
happy.
@ milk @ toys @ books @ money ® flowers

5. the =ellM skl gl AL

Read books with your kids 20 minutes a day. It is a great way to help them get
excited about books. Take kids to a library. It helps them get a great start on their

reading skills.

@D To use the school library @ To choose children's books
@ To buy books on the Internet @ To write feelings after reading
® To get kids interested in reading

6. The FolA 7leh ol gre e

This is one of the games on New Year's Day in Korea. People use four sticks.
Players throw them high on a mat and count the number of sticks whose faces

come up. Players can move a marker on a board with the number that comes up.

O £=0] @ go]A7] @ A7127] @ TFEA7] © dgd7]
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Bob's mom is angry. His books and clothes are here and there. She says, "
" Bob puts his books in his bag. He puts his clothes in the
closet.

@ Sit down! @ Stand up! @ Listen carefully!
@ Open your book! ® Clean your room!

8. T (A)~(E)lA =9 &84 oA
At school. I have a music class. (A) I play the drum. (B) To play the drum, [ use
sticks. (C) I hit the drum with the sticks. (D) I like a brown drum. (E) That

makes sound come out.

o

A2?

© @ @ B) ® ©) @ (D) ® (E)

9. B =9 Alsom a5t AL

Ants have six legs. The legs of the ant are very strong, so they can run fast.

Also ants can pick up very heavy things. Let's say you are fifty kilograms. If you

are as strong as an ant, you can lift a car!

@ Ant Food @ Ant Habits @ Strong Ants
@ Diligent Ants (® Working Ants

)

10. g AAE & BHow Jue AL9

Dear Mrs. Baker,

We at Green Department Store are sorry that we
made an error. Thank you for writing to tell us
our misrake. We sent the wrong card with a gift
for your cousin. We'll send her the correct card.
We hope that we can continue to serve uou.

Sincerely, < o 2 @
Mark
Manager _.J
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11. th 2ol yehd ‘Alisa'®] F40% 98k 2180

Alisa saved her pocket money and bought 15 toys. She gave the toys to
sick children at a hospital. They were so happy. Now she often visits three
hospitals and takes care of sick people. Alisa says, "I hope to help as many

kids as I can."
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12. el Zaixjel] vk Ao ukx] o2 212

The most popular animals in the zoo are the chimpanzees. Other animals are

very different from us, but chimpanzees are less different. They have hands

like ours and their faces can smile like ours. They love to play games and

they are very smart.

come to Summer Magic Camp|

Dates : July 17 - July 21
Hours : 9 am — 4 pm
Cost : Only S50

Hurry up!

You must sign up before June 25,
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Today the UN tries to stop wars, but it has other jobs, too. UN workers bring food

to people in poor countries. They try to remove deadly illness. They even look for

ways to help the environment. sremove : A|A s}
O AR T4 Q@ HF d=x ® 2" =HXA @ A4 At © FE B2A

15. T8 ZolA 19 AR o=z Jpg guko. 709

R AT

I'm sitting alone in my room. It's just another rainy Sunday afternoon. I have

nothing to do. I'm waiting for something but nothing happens and I have no fun.

D glad @ bored ® pleased @ excited ® surprised

16. U o] 5014 A= ke A22

At last, the sun goes down.

In some places, the days are very hot. (A) But many animals live there. (B)

They stay out of the hot sun. (C) Then the animals come out. (D) They look
for food. (E)

© W @ B ® ©) @ (D) ® (E)

17. Bzl e dAeA
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~ Youare invitedl % |
¥ A

¥

What : a Birthday Party
for my twins, Sue and Louis
Where : at the Andersons' house
Date : Sunday, July 9
Time : 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

If you can, please call by July 5. (555-94486)
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@O Sue®} Louis o]t}

@ AdIEE 7€ 9¢ oot}

@ ItE]= F A Gl A Y o go|tt.

@ ALAIE= 25 1AHH 3A|7HA o]t

® I A 5= 79 5Y7HA] 2 d-h

18. 39| W& dAsh= A7

liame Weight (kg) Height(cm)
Mina 53 180
Dasom T 166
Inho 62 170
D Dasom is as tall as Inho. @ Mina is taller than Dasom.
@ Mina is heavier than Dasom. @ Inho is not heavier than Mina.

® Dasom is not as heavy as Inho.

19. v 29| Rzl Sojd ¥z duk A7

It is raining today. I do not like the rain. Rain gets everything wet. And I
have to play inside. Mom says, "The rain is good. It cleans the air."
I still don't like the rain.

D So @ Or @ And @ But ® Also

20. o =ollA Adstal s &5 S5

[} .

Two teams play this game. Each team has nine players. One player hits a
ball with a bat. Then he tries to run around four bases.

@ tennis @ soccer @ baseball @ basketball ® volleyball
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I live in Australia. I can jump fast. I have a pocket in my body. There is my

baby in my pocket.

@ kangaroo @ elephant @ giraffe @ rabbit ® tiger

9

rlo

2. WZ 2 This7t 71e7)= Ao =R guke A

This is a symbol of a country. Its color and design tell us many things about the
country's history and future. People hang it in front of their house on national

holidays. Some people hang it to show that they are proud of their country.

=

DO =7 @ Arxl @ A9 @ A= ®

=5

3. U= 29 B izl S0 e duk ALT

It's summer. The sun is not good for your skin. When you go out in the sun,
put on sunscreen. Put on a hat. Don't play in the sun between 11 a.m. and 3

p.m. Then you can

* sunscreen A¥E gtk 9

@ be sick @ save your skin @ win the game
@ clean your hat ® buy new clothes

4. o 29 SRR TP v AL

It's a beautiful Sunday. The birds are singing. My family is in the park. My
parents are talking to each other. My sister is drawing pictures by a tree. I am

reading a book.
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5. U= =9 FAE 7P duke AL

When I went into the kitchen to make dinner, the lights went out. I couldn't cook.

[ couldn't use the computer to do my homework, either. It made me understand

how important energy is.

® %Al A @ 7h2e] ohalg ® W71 A8
@ BFEe oy ® A4 F24
6. vhe 2ol U183 AAHA = AL

In 2002, three people climbed the tallest mountain in Africa. Hongbin had no hands.
Soyeong was blind. Tony was in a wheelchair. Hongbin pulled him and Soyeong
pushed him. But Tony had to give up at 4,700 meters. Hongbin and Soyeong
arrived at the top.

O Al Abgo] Fwkel Ak o3z gt A 7H st
@ Hongbin¥} Soyeong AlAol o7} ¢l

@ Tony+ A& Efal SHHAT

@ Hongbin¥} Soyeong= TonyE =9}+3At}.
© Aol BA74A ekt A2 Tonyelth.

7. T =29 B8 Rzl S04 7P ke A0
My brother and I are very . I have brown eyes and he has blue

eyes. I have short hair and he has long hair. I am tall and heavy. He's short
and thin.

@ big @ same @ high @ small ® different

8. Folxl Bl olojd 29| wAZ Ak AL

‘ How do you find the answer to a quiz? ‘
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(A) Finally, you can find the answer.

(B) First, you read each clue.

(C) Then you put all the clues together.

@®© (A)-B)-(O) @ B)-(A)-O) @ B)-(O)-A)
@ (O)-(A)-(B) ® (O)-B)-A)

0. thg 2o RAR FYE AL7

There are some gift—giving rules around the world. For example, in China, don't
give a knife as a gift because it means cutting of friendship. In Germany, don't

take red roses when you are invited to a house. Giving red roses means love

for that woman.

@ AEe $Ae] ®Alo
@ vhelel &

Q@ Ades & "e 24| T3}
3 g

We can see traffic lights on the street. They have three colors: green,

orange and red. Green light means you can go. Red means ' !

@ Run @ Walk @ Stop @ Wave ® Cross

11 T 29 WEs dAsA B AL

My Trip to the Farm

Yesterday my class went to a farm. On the bus we sang songs. We saw
many pigs and cows there. We helped farmers there. We had pizza for
lunch. We had a good time

by Jane Morris
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Lost

* Two-month-old brown and white dog
* Wearing a blue ribbon

= Call Henry

* Phone 1728 - 9152

13. U5 &9 AFer 7pg dwe A

[e)
o )\'Cr)

A fly came over the pond. A frog saw the fly and said
tell you a joke." "I am busy,"

, "Come here. I want to
said the fly. The frog said, "My joke will not take
The fly knew that the frog wanted to eat him for lunch
joke," said the fly. And he went away.

long. . " know your

@ npE 8hF @ YT e ®
@ -z A+t ® vtejet Atel e ¢4
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14. Y= % the change’} ¢v|3= A
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A mouse enjoyed eating cheese. Sometimes he invited his friends to eat it

together. The cheese became smaller and smaller. But the mouse didn't see the
change. One day he found out there was no cheese

. "Who moved my cheese?" he
shouted.
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15. o &8 & HHo= dud 7122

Do you have a cat or a dog? I can take care of it when you are not at home.
My name is Jason. I live on this block. My phone number is 122-4596. Please

call me! I will give you a good price. I will take good care of your pet.

O© Fustea @ st @ zdlstea
@ Fslstea ® A¥}sledar
16. (A)~E)olA =2 E57 oA3 AL?

Emily and Judy are good friends. (A) They do many things together. (B) They
ride the same bus to school. (C) Judy wants to be a nurse. (D) Emily and Judy
do their homework together after school. (E) Sometimes they spend the night at
each other's house.

NN @ ®) @ (© @ (D) ® (B
17. 2% 3 B39 o] fol sidats Aom 7P dgke 220

Yesterday was my father's birthday. We went to Danny's Italian restaurant
for dinner. My parents like this restaurant very much. They had a first date

there fifteen years ago! We had a wonderful evening.

D A A @ Aulz7t ZFA
@ &40] o] Yol @ Fwel AR ohErhA
® Ao HolES o FaehH
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Children love to play computer games. But playing too much is not good. Children

do not exercise when they are playing computer games. It's not good for their
eyes. They do not spend much time with their family.

® TVsh BFE A @ 7HEste) o7t %

@ $EY W TN

19. (A)~E)NA =2 354 oA 227

Every weekend is important to my family. (A) During the week we are very
busy. (B) We can't have much time together. (C) So we can clean the house

together. (D) But on the weekend, we can walk in the park. (E) We can also
have dinner together.

© @ @ B) ® ©) @ D) ® (E)

20. & 29 TF= 7 dure ALY

Mark and I arrived in Sydney last night. Today the weather was great. Sydney is

a really exciting place. This morning we walked downtown. We could see the
Sydney Opera House! It was very interesting to visit here.

@ A @ €71 @ =4
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The Poor Children

My class sells cookies. Then, we use the cookie money to buy things for

other children. These children are very poor kids in our city.

When you are poor, you have no money, or very little money. Some poor
children have no family. Some poor children cannot pay for a doctor when
they are sick. Poor children do not have fancy homes. They cannot buy

clothes or toys. They don't have warm clothes for winter.
Children in my class help these poor kids. We buy clothes and toys. We

give these nice presents to the poor children. We feel great when we help

others.
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COMPREHENSION TEST

A. True - False

@ Read the sentences below and circle T(true) or F(false).

1. The class use the money to buy things for other children.
2. Poor children buy anything which they want.

3. The class feels happy when they help others.

B. Chose the best Answer

@ Read the questions carefully and then choose the best answer.

1. What is this story about?

@D Selling cookies @ Going to the doctor

@ Buying presents @ Helping poor children

2. My class gives money to
@ other schools
@ poor children

@ good doctors
@ cookie shops

3. What does the class buy?
@ A family

@ Clothes and toys
@ Fancy homes

@ Books and clothes

4. The class gives presents to poor children because

@ no one likes cookies

@ it feels good to help doctors
@ it feels good to help others

@ they are not very poor
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C. Summary

@ Fill in the blanks with the correct sentences to make a summary of the

story.

. The class buys presents for the poor children.

. The class helps the poor children.

. It makes you feel good to help others.
@ The class sells cookies.

® The class does not help the poor children.
(© Poor children need a lot of help.
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% Look at the picture and answer the questions.
1. What do you see in the picture?

2. Why do some people have no food to eat?

3. What can you do for these people?
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€ Match the word with the correct picture or meaning.

1. The store sells fruit and meat.

2. She wants to help poor people

3. Can you pay $30 for the clothes?
4. The girl has a fancy hat.

@ to have very little or no money
® to offer for sale

@ decorative; not plain
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The History of Soccer

Soccer is a three-thousand-year-old sport. Long ago, people in Japan
played a kicking game with balls. Their game was similar to soccer that is

played today. Later, the Romans also played a game like soccer.

People first played real soccer in England. In the beginning, only rich
people and students played soccer in England. Soon, poor people played
soccer, too. Then, English sailors learned soccer. They taught soccer to

people in other countries.

Today, many people play soccer. Soccer has many names. The English call
it "football." Mexicans call it "futbol." Can you say "soccer'"in another

language?

<33]>

A Night in the Toy Store

Dante joined a contest. The winner gets to spend a night at the Toys4You

store. The winner and his or her family sleep in the store. Dante is the

winner of the contest!
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Now, Dante is in the Toys4You store. First, he races every toys car in the
store. Next, he and his brother play with the action figures. Dante's
favorite is [ron Man. Dante's brother likes The Hulk. They fight big battles

with their action heroes.

The store has a big swing set with three slides. It also has an ice cream
stand. Dante is having chocolate ice cream for dinner. His brother is having

strawberry ice cream.

<43]> Winning a Million Dollars

Katie's mother won a million dollars! The store sells lottery tickets. One
winner gets a millions dollars! Katie's mother buys one ticket. And guess

what? She is the winner!

Now, Katie's mother is rich. Katie wants new toys and new clothes. Katie
wants a big house. She wants to travel around the world.

However, Katie's mother has a plan. It is not exciting. She puts all the
money in the bank. It is for Katie's future. Katie's mother is right. Katie

knows 1it, but how about just one new toy?
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