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The Effects of Language Difficulty and Learners'
Cultural Background Knowledge on Reading
Comprehension of the English Text
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ABSTRACT

The Effects of Language difficulty and Learners
Cultural Background Knowledge on Reading

Comprehension of the English Text

Hwa Jin, Lee

Advisor : Prof. Kyu-Eul, Yom Ph.D

Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of the level of
language difficulty in an English text and the cultural background knowledge
on the reading comprehension of EFL students in high school. The subjects
were 83 high school students. They were randomly divided into two
groups. One group of the subjects read two unadapted English passages,
one from Korean culture and the other from American culture; The other
group of the subjects read the same stories in adapted English.

The subjects were tested on reading comprehension through the use of
five multiple choice questions, four false-true questions on explicit and
implicit information and one subjective question on the title of the text. The
analysis of variance by using SPSS WIN 11.0 indicated that the cultural
origin of the story and the language difficulty had different effects on the

comprehension of the learners.



The results showed that when learners read the text about which they
had cultural background knowledge, the difficulty of the text hardly affected
their understanding of the contents. However, when learners read the text
about which they had little cultural background knowledge, both the level of
lexical and syntactic difficulty of the text affected their reading
comprehension. That is, learners were better able to understand the text in
adapted English.

From the research, it is possible to extract some implications for
selection and preparation of reading materials and for teaching reading.
First, since the culturally determined background knowledge of the text has
positive effects on learners' reading comprehension, it 1S necessary to
consider learners' needs and their cultural background knowledge before
choosing reading materials. If the reading materials contain culturally
familiar topic to learners, they feel more interested in reading. Second,
through various pre-teaching of the cultures in foreign countries to activate
learners' background knowledge, teachers should make learners more
familiar with the texts in advance, then it would help students to get

motivated to read even if the text is a little challenging.
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St A gAel AEst dudolglont, 709t ol Fo givlwse A4
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NS ATAIA A7 ojwgk Zoll A8 7he zlo] wiE Sdje Aot
Russel(1961)2 =3lE 7*|(sensation), A|ZHperception), ©]3l(comprehension), &-&
(utilization) @] 47}#] 3917} A2 FEH= SAE AX= AlngdAH ozt Taha,
=25 9l oldshi= Atargo] F o AANHIAAE Hae] W <kl Yo
Al AZFETE Grellet(1981)S =3E gatstel 97 AE2RE 7153 3t Z st

I

T oEgdew Wed AuE £H b Ao uT Bed ZALET ofy
ARE 97 a4 7] BFo] Desttin Yy
ols} ol HalE @ itz HASA Aol Aol AXE AW ole o)

=9 Ao xEAor AHod vy Hel7 F& T8 WAAE dEsd = AVt

o ST stelstn F %ol UgI FL Gu SEAe WA, Aold, A

27|m} o] ol wE W, Esjdgoldt ojd YHE HRIL 7)Ee] 2T)ute] o
HAbs AL, 2 27)vke] BE We] e Fre Sofytolel dvte dEE AL
Atk ol dgoA Ha=S k= B¢k AdojA B (language information) S A&
St S Al 7HA] =, k2] A (bottom-up processing), 3F&F2] ¥4 (top—down

processing), L8] 43 28 A (interactive processing) 2.2 Y= 4 Ao}
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AAREE olsfste PR 7P tE#]] Z2e Gough(1972)9] ¢17] B0

18] o] B2 Ay @ole] Al x2S F Ao® wiA HES St %
= XY 5A7F dol stusis Yeizke Ao HAbE ¢ 2tk Goughd
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2 B3 wgozAel ojne Folus fAvkn Stk Z, S AR 34
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A oARe] Agstad s WEe AEdch oA 4R A4S orEA
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A 7P FAAHJA Ao

270k ¥ 52 o] ¢ dubA Q] A7vkel s S stdn web
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1= Zlo] Safol A2 A ghhar Hokal, Fofo AZd AA
(cohesive devise)?l ™A (substitution), A H(ellipsis), 5 &AHconjunction), A2
o] ¥ (lexical cohesion)®] WFE WA H EA| A ghrhal Bt}
Nuttall(1996)2 A14¥ A A7 2HE StEa7t oujE ojFo] =
g2 Ao m Aeofsta a1l Ko F= A3 o] Hskapr) fdAnA
AL ojd gAY BE AFAR AES AkekE oluA R Sae] ek 3%
o] FxE AAE] EorHio=ZA
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I =2 (Nuttall, 1996: 17)

Hoover®} Tumner(1993)& RBE =3|7F gk A o2 o]Fojx|= F of

YA, fF33 2171(fluent reading)E #eiA s B34 449 =

thar ahsith Lee(2000)= 33F2 #7g o] =afe] Taido] €=l ¢

o1 o] dgte] Rzt &7 AfRo] AN H I YSS A Hs3i.
e o] AL AA ofn| mpefolut Wl o] Azpe] o ke ofs] FFu o

A g FAHoR oFste dl= AV Aar, Tl A ERks Fx

witoll ALE] A on|, A ojn] mi= Ao #E A AR Qlete] 23]

olaistiz ®l =AZF Attal Bl Ae] dojst o2& V2R T &g Aol A



A AT}
b. st #A

71Akzel uel e A Fo dA sk Skl wiAAA S ol &l A
W8S FEsto] oldlsh= S shaF4 A4 (top-down processing)olehal g

v} &3k HAS Awsts EA< A= Goodman(1970)0.2 1 Q7|E &

guessing game)’olg} BATE & Bl2Ee] A AHKEU =& ¢e 54

o) F53 kA S Aoz Fo| ool glo] HAte] o

oh 1 wpell shak Aol T

SAhs =5 olF = TAMH TRy ofF]9] onE 4 ddEe 1 Fell gk ul

AA A o] BEo g Ygs olasly] L% sk Aolth
Peterson(1991)& =39 3}aka A AE oA R A7t 39 A=

Aol gantE shEAke o] T v A A olgk= W= A (internal source)

rr

A grell b 9lofd] Wizt gga A 2en Avsh 2o wee] 2rse] €
2ES Ygo] RUAA 5T 5 YRS AAANL DA Arkn Hch
B s spgelne] St g4t AA4EE AWHeR wobEol: 4%
Hel W97k ohlet ASHoE v A Row e B =
OE At 2 dowd Ak 2 & omsh 29 ejnE serslrte
el s AN olv] La Qi WBANS B NS APD oS5
181 baA ool o=

Eskey(1988)= 1@k Sa|ad2 o dMot =5 ¢l FAke] widA4

& AEFoRM e orle] 3 2SR oleF A vl A Helw
AT 55F Sl o avbseleba shrh Goodman(1967) %81E
deelelsy 22 Agdelekn wahuA SalE she Sabe el ol



of #e XA EE H2ES oug oS5 Jte Zlo] HAEE olsjste 7t
T T eagty FAHEA dFel dag 53] AAAA S wg G2

th Nuttall(1996: 16)> 884 Sajabd2 viA] ofefel gl AAES Herhr

s

S5elo) o A7 AT g A3 2rkn Y2 AAs dxste o
HolA melFEol S AP hdt AN A A% FUL wgow
HoaEo g 3@ F ool Moz YiEE welsdt wyown €

=
Eo 74 HEA o AFoR wA @u ALRE A2 wE Aol

=

Z3) 2 (Nuttall, 1996: 16)

S e Qelasmth: 28 g A AMSELe FaAwh
Sl YaE oke] RE FEA O Wolbol: W97 oheh B4 Aale] 7}

MBAN oz BiE oke] Hue] Y] AFHom dSstu HAsE A

2

o7 Bu upAM A AAHS HAFE (reader—driven) I =2 A4 7|k
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ax
s
5
o,
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c. 3348 A4

AAARE Aglets M2 ddEs 43 AAoly &34 HAgo] A==
o]l the &S diXsts #AVF iy AR S
O S, dARA GG FFA S s HA o= FHe Aol ofyet
T Ige] Agd shuel Jez84 Al AA(interactive processing) ol A
o] Fo] Xt} Grabe(1991)¢F Rumelhart(1977)= 2717tE A 223 oy
= AEA S Fl olgHa sk AL L HolETE shEAke JidH Y]
of F-&atAY cldEudl F3hEaL o7k Tkl 7} ©@oje 245, 5 dAh

o
wol, T, B4, B4 T P44 ol €rEd 4L 9l drAsHon

B BAE Zkar Q)
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up o] 22 QXTI A FEst AoR 1 o]Ee HEH Jid-2 Immanuel

Kante] <=5 o]A H]F(Critique of pure reason), oA AAF AT 1781

Kant®= M= B4R, M= A4, A= 72 747Qlel ofn] < = A3
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SHA] Xk Ao =ZRE AZAT T8y A27]np o] &9 A+ Kant®t Anderson
o] #F HFUF WA= AS AWt A7|nf o] Zo A P23t Hojxl w7 A
210 gdol| thgk AL T oE wSA, Aled, " A Vjdor A&y
b = Stk Platod] ‘¢-2]7F of® A& of€A & 5 d=7Pel tiEd A
719l 71Z23F Aol aL, Socrates?] wHHES olv] ol AE AEo] Adgtow
A AZE NEE do)e= Ao}l

% 34 o]tiAdams and Collins 1979, Rumelhart 1980). B|~E&E 11

TR EAR A ol® O AAMzE oulE X ¢a, saAe] A F5E A4

ozRE 1 ouE FASL i Wl dis] Sl

oho 2" AAE Saabe] A Aol F2a AAAY T 3E schematashal
A=)

v WA 949 oldE PANE gaE Aus o
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A Aol ARAA F U= Tl agHH
Bartlette(1932)«= 175 &8l sh&Ake] A AL ALe olsfsta 7]<fst
=d A3 9¥E /A FEAG. oldd wMAAA S Kant(1963)9F
Woodworth(1938)= schemaghi= 8=, Charniak(1975)¥} Minsky(1975)% frame,
Lehnert(1977)2} Schank®} Abelson(1975)< script®, Becker(1973), Bobrow<}
Norman(1975)2} Rumelhar®} Ortony(1972)%= schemataZh= 802 wj4d#|4e &
AFFAATE.
Phillips(1984)= oW #[i&9] olsi & dol& A2 3 AAF 7|, z2e]al A%
gk Al AR A xstmgole] ofxetal Vs 2 F
s4tste], Curtain?} Pesola(1988)%= ol &=ro] StExte A= Exole 9f=of
Wy B on gl ¢7IARE St - Aol s#EAI Y on|
EAsE wAA AT ddel @2 Jdvka Pk Coady(1979)% Hl 4= &

of tal], MAAAE T WS A= Ao o' FH AFuBEA A S 7t

=2

A SAEel aE WRANS AR YA 2 SR BRHoR JoiE o

we] wl e EEloh 3 AN S 54 SAH AdE nee € 4 v
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selloll glot wigA Ao AdE olsfsly] fgk A7Inke] e A WE &
Zlvkel G4 A7|vkE ubpe] AWt o714 g A7)vke 9AE Wi gl tig

Sae] MAAANE guiss AoR HaEd wi AAY FHolv By A4
Sol ool TS, P 2vjvhe olel e Yo GrEl T FAS U
L RAREEAH Pxsh sl Zol 3ol uhe ofwAl thEAl FHHEAS
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3|
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A1, e A A, Al o

SEE

-
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FAF W]l

Tor

3R
file)
i)

BAE 5hA,

2E HQld=
H gt} Bernhardt(1991)

120}
1

-
R

(literacy) <

o=

(world knowledge), ¢1¢{(language) 18]3L i+

01 %, A

A A 88

Coady(1979)

2 (conceptual abilities), ®}7 %] 2] (background knowledge), }

JJo

A A2 (process strategies) o & U}

=47} 744 1

ke
T

3A4

B2, wole] o],

243} olel g 9lole] ofg]

ki3

Aol AAe

Conceptual abilities «——————————————» Background knowledge

Process strategies

193, Coady's(1979) Model of the ESL Reader
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=~
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EFL ZgselM el ade & 4 27|vtel aids= doj4 a9, °92E 3#d .

Ql ZElar W A7)vbell g = 254 a9lS A EAT
1. 913 84l

Hedge(2000)= 8t5A7F 532 dojol dis] 7HA L e Aoz A4S A
o]3] A A (lexical knowledge)¥ &AM A2 (syntactic knowledge) 2 & 3L
oh safedl Qlo] o3 Ao FFo=m Qg oHES FHs7] 3l TEAe o

Fe o A BUR TR ALS Fo mEE golo] £2 doljrl: 8
al

S
~~
w
2]
=
c
@]
o
c
=
=)
o,
c
D
w
N—
il

wo] A A=A
ol gk Adofz Aol gloj= YES] G ols|E ofHA T 5 Ut
g

eAe et e B2 B BAY A9 By 4

i
i)
42
=

e
°
r
o

(1) So widespread had the habit of reading the Bible in English become

that official steps were taken to combat it.

Aol BAWeIA Azl B4 ARE ael BAF olslekeE AA, of B
‘the habit of reading (the Bible in English) had become so widespread that
+ CONSEQUENCE'7} Ajujd A SIg-io] dR7E gto=m o]F¥aL, =4,
‘official & H-EALZ ‘steps’E FAEtERE wWAlgls A, AA, % TE ‘were

taken'& ‘steps’S FH 3 agent’} PSS JERNZ g YA, ‘it’S ‘the habit of
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reading the Bible in English’'E 7}g]7Ith= A8 dolof gt} olx ] #39] ¢
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T AT e b Aol AFS s A AA S
So AAEGITE o] ool £38HA A A o] o] Fafo] oWl FIFS 7
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Total 83 37.11 7.29
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S8 WA FHAEAE (FAA)

Koreans exchanged the "eight characters" and "four pillars" to
determine if the match was suitable. When that process was over,
a local fortune-teller was summoned to see if the couple could
live harmoniously. Koreans call this kung—hap. This custom 1s still
important among many older people.

Gifts are an important part of an engagement. Traditionally,
gifts from the groom's side would be delivered on the eve of the
wedding day. With faces blackened with dried squid's ink and in
costume, friends of the groom would parade a box, or hahm,
filled with gifts. As they approached the bride's house, they would
chant, "Hahm for sale, buy a hahm." Her family would rush out to
greet the gift—bearers, enticing them with money and food.

On the wedding day, the bride wears the hanbok, the doll-like
traditional dress of Korea. On the bride's head is a black cap
studded with gems. Her makeup i1s simple, except for three red
circles, yonji konji, the size of 100 wons. These circles,
traditionally made of red peppers, but now often drawn on, are
supposed to ward off evil spirits. The groom also wears the
hanbok. The headdress is the tall black cap of high-ranking
officials made of silk.

The ceremony takes place around a table, in an area set off by
a screen with images of peonies. In the ceremony, the bride and
the groom share special white wine called jung jong. They sip
from their separate cups and then the wine i1s mixed together,
poured once more into the gourd cups and sipped again. At this
ceremony, usually only attended by family and close friends, the
new wife offers her new in-laws gifts of dried dates and jujubes,

symbols of children. They in turn offer her tea, a subtle but
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significant gift. At the ceremony's conclusion, they toss the dates
and chestnuts at the bride, and she tries to catch them in her

large skirt.

(article by Shu Shu Costa from the feature entitled: "Rituals of

Bliss"; text & images courtesy of Online)
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The newlyweds' parents exchange the "four pillars and eight
characters" to determine if the match is suitable. When that
process 1s over, a fortune-—teller is called to see if the couple can
live happily. Koreans call this kung-hap. This custom 1is still
important among many older people.

Gifts are an important part of an engagement. Traditionally,
gifts from the groom's side are delivered on the eve of the
wedding day. The groom's friends parade a box or hahm, filled
with gifts. One of them wears a mask made of dried squid. As
they approach the bride's house, they shout, "Hahm for sale, buy

n

a hahm." Her family rush out to greet the gift-bearers, inviting
them with money and food.

On the wedding day, the bride wears the hanbok, the traditional
dress of Korea. The bride wears a black cap decorated with
jewel on her head. Her makeup is simple, except for three red
circles, yonji konji, the size of 100 wons. These circles were
traditionally made of red peppers. People believed that red
peppers would prevent evil spirits. However, these days, they are
often painted. The groom also wears the hanbok, too. He wears a
tall black cap made of silk, which was wusually worn by
high—-ranking officials.

The wedding ceremony takes place around a table. Behind the
table, there is a screen with images of flowers. In the ceremony,
the bride and the groom share a special white wine. They drink it
a little from their separate cups and then the wine is mixed
together, poured once more into the cups and sipped again. One
ritual often seen at Korean wedding is the peh beck ceremony.

The family and close friends usually attend this ceremony. The
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bride offers gifts of dried dates, symbols of children, to her new
family-in—-laws. In turn, her new family—-in—-laws offer tea, a subtle
but significant gift to the bride. At the end of the ceremony, they
toss the dried dates and chestnuts to the bride, and she tries to

catch them with her large skirt.
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1. Who sees the four pillars?
a. a fortune-teller
c. groom's parents

2. Traditionally when were the
delivered?

b.
d. newlywed's friends

e

3 SIE=¥

oluk
2 X

S I12A L. (1~5)

rlo

bride's parents

gifts from the groom's side

a. on the eve of the wedding day

b. on the wedding day
c. right after the wedding
d. a month before the wedding

3. With what does bride's family invite the gift—bearers?

a. money and food
b. greeting

c. hahm

d. shouting

4. What does the bride offer to her new family—-in-laws?

a. wine

c. tea d. skirt

b. dried dates

5. With what does the bride catch the dried dates and chestnuts

at peh beck ceremony?

a. a black cap b. skirt

Cc. socks d. cups
* Th TF0] o ¢l U8 2o T, E8H Fol ZASHA L.
(6~9)

6. Kung—hap is not important any more.
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7. The bride wears a cap decorated with jewels.

T F
8. The red peppers are believed to prevent evil spirits.

T F

9. The bride tosses the dried dates at the her new family—-in-laws.
T F

+ GFY ABS AA Q. BROIE 2N 2)

10. What is the title of this passage?
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An American wedding is a happy, joyous occasion involving a
number of people. American wedding tradition is a happy time and
celebration time as two newly weds unites together into a sacred
bondage of love and life. Traditional American Wedding is about
Bridal shower, Bridal Party, The veil, and kissing the bride.

Initially Bridal Shower proposed to brace the friendships
between the bride and her female friends. In the 1890s it evolved
into an event for friends to present the bride—-to-be with small
gifts. The gifts were placed in a parasol, which was released
above the brides head, allowing the gifts to "shower" down on
her.

Bridal Party tradition commenced from the Anglo—Saxon custom
of a groom using "Brides knights" to make certain that the bride
head for the ceremony and then back to her husband's home
without being attacked and the dowry stolen. Now bridal party is
all about celebration and enjoyment.

Even today it is mandatory for every American bride to be to
wear a Veil. Traditionally it meant that the broom didn't see the
bride until the wedding ceremony. It was thought that if the
broom had seen the bride before the ceremony was over and
didn't like her, he might refuse to get married. So the veil was
not lifted until after the ceremony and this is functional even
today in modern American wedding.

Traditional American weddings are organized in a place of
worship such as in a church, where family and friends assemble.
The wedding ceremony is conducted by the priest. He formally
asks the invitees whether they have any objection for this

marriage and getting the positive response from the invitees the
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priest asks the couple to exchange wedding rings and then the
couple 1s marked as husband and wife. Traditionally the newlyweds

kiss to seal their union; this is the concept of Kissing the bride.

WWW. travour.com
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An American wedding is a happy, joyous event involving a
number of people. American wedding tradition is a happy time and
celebration time as two newly weds get together into a sacred
bondage of love and life. Traditional American Wedding is about
Bridal Shower, Bridal Party, the Veil, and Kissing the bride.

Initially Bridal Shower was planned to strengthen the
friendships between the bride and her female friends. In the
1890s it started from an event where friends put small gifts in a
parasol. When the parasol was open above the bride-to-be's
head, the gifts showered down on her.

Bridal Party tradition started from the Anglo—-Saxon custom,
not the Indian custom. A groom hired "Brides knights" to make
certain that the bride come to the ceremony and back to her
husband's home without being attacked and the dowry stolen.
Now bridal party is all about celebration and enjoyment.

Even today it is required for every American bride to wear a
Veil. Traditionally the groom didn't see the bride until the
wedding ceremony. People thought that if the groom had seen the
bride before the ceremony was over and he didn't like her, he
might refuse to get married. So the veil was lifted after the
ceremony and this is the same even today in modern American
weddings.

Traditional American weddings are held in a place of worship
such as in a church, where family and friends get together. The
wedding ceremony is conducted by the priest. He formally asks
the guests whether they have any objection for this marriage.
After getting the positive response from the guests, the priest

asks the couple to exchange rings and then the couple is marked
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as husband and wife. Traditionally the newlyweds kiss to seal

their union; this is the concept of Kissing the bride.
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1. What is planned to strengthen the friendship between the bride
and her friends?

d.
C.

honeymoon b. bridal shower
bridal party d. the vell

2. Where do the friends put gifts for the bride—-to—be at bridal

shower?
a. in the parasol b. above the bride's
c. under the parasol d. at the church

3. What is not Bride's knights' duty?

a.
b.
C.
d.

to take the bride to the ceremony
to take the bride back to her house
to prevent the dowry stolen

to take the bride the groom's house

4. When is the veil lifted?

S

during the ceremony
right before the ceremony
right after the ceremony

. after exchanging rings

5. Where are American weddings held?

a.
C.

+ Thg Bgo] ol

(6~9)

in the bride's house b. at the church
in the groom's house d. in the City Hall

flo

head

W& gtoed T, S8 Fol EASHAL.

6. Bridal Party tradition started from the Indian custom.

T F

7. In modern American wedding, it is optional for American bride
to wear a veil.

_52_
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8. Traditionally the newlyweds kiss to keep their marriage secret.
T F

9. The priest asks the newlyweds if they have any objection for

the marriage.
T F

+ FTY ABS 2A Q. BROIE 2N L)

10. What is the title of this passage?
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