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ABSTRACT

William Wordsworth's Poems

and Dorothy's Journals

Jeong Seon-ho
Advisor: Prof. Cho Dong-yul
Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

William Wordsworth is a great Romantic poet of man and nature in the
19th century. He speaks the pleasure and ecstasy in nature. The purpose
of this study is to throw light on William Wordsworth's real process of the
poetic production and his sister, Dorothy Wordsworth who had an influence
on it.

William wrote that Poetry is the image of man and nature in his Preface
of Lyrical Ballads. He also noted that 'Poetry is the "spontaneous overflow
of powerful emotions" when these emotions are "recollected in tranquility”.'
He called it imagination. His creative imagination started with his
"memories" which were full of emotion.

Dorothy Wordsworth wrote a lot of works as a writer in Romanticism. But

the studies on Dorothy Wordsworth are based on the relationship to her



brother, William Wordsworth. There has been no discussion regarding her
as a writer.

Dorothy Wordsworth's journals gave William Wordsworth chances to
remember his experiences again. William wrote many poems from these
memories. Dorothy's journals have profound implications for William's
theories of poetic production contained in the Preface to the Lyrical Ballads
and his poems. At this point, it can be thought that William Wordsworth
used Dorothy's memories. And in addition to her influence on him through
memory, she can be insisted to be an aspiring writer and poet who wrote
good poems independently of her brother, William. Through a reading of
Dorothy's poetry and prose, I hope to reevaluate her texts as independent

works of literature.
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1) Marlon B. Ross, “Romantic Quest and Conquest: Troping the Masculine Power in
the Crisis of Poetic Identity’, in FRomanticism and Feminism, ed. Donald F. Bond
(Bloomington Indiana, 1988), pp. 26-54.
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2) Marilyn Butler, Romantics, Rebels and Reactionaries (Oxford, 1981), p. 60.
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3) Robert Gittings and Jo Manton, Dorothy Wordsworth (Oxford Clarendon, 1985),
pp. 44-49.

4) Susan M Levin, Dorothy Wordsworth & Romanticism (New Brunswick Rutgers,
1987), p. 113.
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Astel B¢ 1 Gol YoMA AkF AR FPF WES olopl Atk Theol

e AYel A5 AATe] @ vl

We met an old man almost double.... He had a wife, and " a good

woman, and it pleased God to bless us with ten children".... His

trade was to gather leeches, but now leeches are scarce, and he

had not strength for it....He had been hurt in driving a

cart, his leg

broke, his body driven over, his skull fractured. He felt no pain till

he recovered from his first insensibility. "It was then late in the

evening when the light was just going away."

( JDW, 42)
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William2 o] & HALS vha3 2

Such seemed this Man, not all alive nor dead,
Nor all asleep —- in his extreme old age;
His body was bent double, feet and head
Coming together in life's pilgrimage;

As if some dire constraint of pain, or rage

of sickness felt by him in times long past,

A more than human weight upon his frame had cast.

(“Resolution and Independence”, lines 64-70)



William< 120 Addd 25 Al 22 ARt} 34| TF Dorothy7F A d <]
%5 1800 10¥ 39 = WA= A3 Williame] 1802 5€ ¥ 749 Aol
AlE Athe ARSI ARV Add 7P fAbed e Als dAEiET

A3t Al Afolel ZHE A 18H = AR ol shis 1802 49 1599
Dorothy®]  Grasmere Journal®] @& 1804d F2td  Willlame “I
Wandered Lonely as a Cloud”°|t}.

When we sere in the woods beyond Gowborrow Park we saw a
few daffodils close to the water—side. We fancied that the lake had
floated the weeds ashore, and that the little colony had so sprung
up. But as we went along there were more and yet more; and at
last, under the boughs of the trees, we saw that there was a long
belt of them along the shore, about the breadth of a country
turnpike road. I never saw daffodils so beautiful. They grew among
the mossy stones as on a pillow for weariness; and the rest tossed
and reeled and danced, and seemed as if they verily laughed with
the wind, that blew over them over the lake; they looked so gay,
ever glancing, ever changing.

( JDW, 109 )

oJAEZ Williame] A&l that B F93 AlolA w5 A

I wandered lonely as a cloud

That floats on high o'er vales and hills,
When all at once I saw a crow,

A host, of golden daffodils ;

Beside the lake, beneath the trees,



Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.

Continuous as the stars that shine
And twinkle on the milky wat,
They stretched in never—-ending line
Along the margin of the bay :

Ten thousand saw I at a glance,

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.

The waves beside them dance ; but they
Out—did the sparkling waves in glee :

A poet could not but be say,

In such jocund company ;

[ gazed--and gazed--but little thought
What wealth the show to me had brought :

(“I wandered lonely as a cloud”, lines 1-18)
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Thomas Froschi= “Wordsworth's ‘Beggars’ and a Brief Instance of
Writer's Block”ollA] William®] Al9] AAE A7] 918+ Dorothy?d AES o]&
ek Abdol Williame] 2ol e ol eS AlEsts Hrhel AgefEolet
3 Awgit} Frosch 219 =5 18029 3¢ 13¥9=2 3#7]¥ Dorothyd A9
ANA A&kl AHstdA “Ao Hd Wordsworthe] “FzF #47s A
=3

William finished Allice Fell, and then wrote the poem of the
Beggar woman taken from a Woman whom I had seen in
May--(now nearly 2 years ago) when John and he were at Gallow
Hill. T sate with him at Intervals all the morning, took down his
stanzas etc. . . . After tea [ read to William that account of the
little Boys belonging to the tall woman and an unlucky thing it was
for he could not escape from those very words, and so he could
not write the poem. He left it unfinished and went tired to Bed. In

our walk from Rydale he had got warmed with the subject and had

_11_



half cast the poem.

( JDW, 100-101 )
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wube golEolth. Froschi Williamo] & Alghe] dlojg Adetn 5149l
Aol Az A4S & 5 ASe AHD

It cannot be incidental to the problem that Wordsworth was writing
about an experience that was not his but Dorothy' . . . . In [this] case,
rebirth had not occurred -- so it apparently seemed to the poet
midway in his work —-- but merely a repetition of another's birth. The
words of the predecessor had retained primacy; the poet was silence

d.9

Froschi= Williame] Dorothy2] 7 7198t dokar F4at
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233, 20 = Q&) 1 7]9o] Dorothy7t A41¢] Ade] 7| 53W &F% on
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9) Thomas R Frosch, “Wordsworth’'s ‘Beggars’ and a Brief Instance of Writer's
Block”, in Studies in Romanticism 21. 4, p. 626.
10) Ibid, p. 635.
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Modern Language Quarterly 34. 1, p. 49.
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13) Derek Attridge, Peculiar language: Literature as Difference from the Renaissance
to James Joyce (Ithaca Cornell, 1988), p, 55.

14) Ibid, p. 62.

15) David McCracken, “Wordsworth's Doctrine of ‘Things as They Seem’”, in The
Wordsworth Circle 13. 4, pp. 173-183.

16) Ibid, p. 69.
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17) Bruce Bawer, “My Dear, Dear Sister: The Life of Dorothy Wordsworth”, The
New Criterion 4. 5, pp. 26-34.
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"Androcentric literature structures the reading experience differently
depending on the gender of the reader". Whereas the male reader is
encouraged to "feel his affinity with the universal, with the paradigmatic

n

human being, precisely because he is male," the female reader faces a
greater challenge. Faced with the abundant misogyny in the literary
canon, she must try to imagine herself a male reader in order to read
the literature "correctly," which, ironically, "does not impart virile
power to the woman reader. On the contrary, it doubles her
oppression" Women, as well as other marginalized groups, cannot react

to literature honestly or freely, but instead must look for the "proper"

interpretation. 19
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3l7] YA we HvY2ESo] AlEsle ‘A SVE ARSI ‘2/4 ¢

e AXTLD SR e M lFANE $EehE F9le] Hu, 1

19) Patrocinio Schweickart, “Reading Ourselves: Towards a Feminist Theory of
Reading”, in Falling into Theory: Conflicting Views on Reading Literature. Ed.
David H. Richter (Boston Bedford, 1994), pp. 270-271.

20) Ibid, p. 278.
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21) Joan N Radner (ed), Journals of Dorothy Wordsworth (London Oxford, 1971),
p. 3.
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- and in after years,
When these wild ecstacies shall be matured
Into a sober pleasure: when thy [Dorothy’s] mind
Shall be a mansion for all lovely forms,

Thy memory be as a dwelling—place
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For all sweet sounds and harmonies

(“Tintern Abbey”, lines 137-142)

William< “Tintern Abbey” oAl o]l Dorothy®] A& A&

w7 FRIAE EHliA] AU 5aEe] wAE A e AEE IYE
A Sof ZAHW EAZE GARAT22 1% DorothyE B34 A2 AAE FF
A 2ol vl zale]l o H& AA AFHE olFte As BT & oo
Tt Al Dorothys dawdth. olE EW 1% DorothyE EalA AAale] A<
ZbotE 719 staizl “Tintern Abbey’& 43 wjo| % DorothyE ‘oJdef 2,
‘X% gAY ' HAGTE23)

William< Dorothy®=+5-H o# aigs 55  fla 7IgE 2= glon,
Dorothy®] ZE&EAQl dzk B &
Homansoll w2, “William®] Dorothyoﬂ A EetH, JdE 19 4Es £
Hom ouko] o wrel et Audrt2d) Williame 2] BAEE &

7] el e Fe #olw, DorothyE AAle] Abots FFsts A= ARSshaL

A+ Aoltk Williame #F4le] Alodl Dorothy®] #H48]7F & Atk AMES §
AEA e Wy oheh o5 Aol AAe AH A Freliths ANE B4

&2 =l ma g ZAo] nd AR ALE Adlow wAsE AlF
Aol HHE HAFE “Tintern Abbey ol AlA Ao} AAEE F73 A
$AA S Fe AoR AR dvh2d) a7t A JGAAA AE & T
QA HAE W HEA AgE AMLE S Ha AlE ZHol olafd ¢ Aflon,
o] drie ‘TR B FuEA @ Zelty. 1= “Tintern Abbey”ollA Al

lolgh= -4 AE ©l&3te] DorothyE WAIAIZL AA Y o] & A]4 o]sfd

22) Anne K Mellor, Romanticism and Gender (New York Routledge, 1993), p. 19.

23) Susan M Levin, op. cit., pp. 15-16.

24) Margaret Homans, Bearing the word: Language and Female Experience iIn
Nineteenth-Century Women's Writing. (Chicago Chicago,1986).

25) Marlon B. Ross, op. cit., p. 38.
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A Stranger, Grasmere, in thy Vale,
All faces then to me unknown,

I left my sole Companion—-friend
To wander out alone.

(“Grasmere—A Fragment”, lines 49-52)

26) Susan M Levin, op. cit., p. 187.
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27) Margaret Homans, Women Writers and Poetic Identity: Dorothy Wordsworth,
Emily Bronte, and Emily Dickinson (Princeton Princeton, 1987), p. 50.

28) Susan J Wolfson, “Individual in Community: Dorothy Wordsworth in Conversation
with Willilam”, in Romanticism and Feminism, Ed. Anne K. Mellor (Bloomington
Indiana, 1988), pp.139-166.
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My youthful wishes all fulfill’d

Wishes matured by thoughtful choices,
[ stood an Inmate of this vale

How could I but rejoice?

(“Grasmere—A Fragment”, lines 85-89)
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29) Joan N Radner, op. cit., pp. 16-18.

30) Susan J Wolfson, op. cit., p. 154.

31) Meena Alexander, Women in Romanticism: Mary Wollstonecraft, Dorothy
Wordsworth, and Mary Shelley (Savage Barnes, 1989), p. 115.

32) Ibid, p. 153.
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33) Susan M Levin, op. cit., p. 154.
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A thousand delicate fibres link
My heart in live to thee dear Maid
Though thine be youth’s rejoicing prime

My lively vigor long decayed

Thou art a native of these hills
And their prized nursling still hast been
And thou repay’st their fostering love

As testifies thy happy looks, thy graceful joyous Mien.

This mountain land delights us both
We love each rocky hill;
I hither came in age mature

With thoughtful choice and placid Will.

And I have found the peace I sought
Which thou unsought hast found
(“TO D.”)

o] Alo] Al WHA oA ‘thoughtful choice’®} ‘mature’™= Grasmere’} HH&E24 o
2 volg] A= AL HoFuh o] Al Dorothy7} oln] A<k /HAHS 717 &
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Aol Azt Zlodets As AZeA gt olHd FAle] v Ut A

34) Susan M Levin, op. cit., p. 207.
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35) Meena Alexander, op. cit., p. 152.

_30_



A9 2dE el ol A BIE 4% A FTh e ou ATEl
Folsh “1 do] A& BPLS I
the year)'& AZata 7tk 2U: AAomw Ao ‘WA ge e WS

Wiy Ao Eolrle dth oAl dES Lele ol

b

(An offering:=- / The first flowers of

No prisoner in this lonely room,
I saw the green Banks of the Wye,
Recalling thy prophetic words,

Bard, brother, Friend from Infancy!

No need of motion, or of strength,

Or even the breathing air:

—--I thought of Nature’s loveliest scenes;
And with Memory I was there.

(“Thoughts on my sick-bed”, lines 45-52)

Oy = ofol el Williame] 23k ods A2 FIFOEMN Ao fXE
‘93] Ak AlQl7olw Williame] o4 F2-s ddsA A 5 vk F435)
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ol At Williame 345 7] flgte] 7o obd v& A=& AHESHA] F=
t}. 1+ “Tintern Abbey’ A ‘lonely rooms, and mid the din/ of towns and
cities’ol| Al ¢fo]7}-& 71938 Wt} AR, Dorothys= A€ 7198 Eoju7] <
&4 “Thoughts on my sick-bed”l 4] ‘bouquet of flowers'e} 2 AFAE A}
|3t aUE £5 viehr o2 o] 1 wel Ao A Hlojd = gtk 1
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Bt Hojdth 11 “Thoughts on my sick-bed”& 23ek #] 3ydo] Ayt
183539 ‘When shall I tread your garden path' &= Aol A4 Williame] 7]¢]
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When shall I tread your garden path?
Or climb your sheltering hill?
When shall I wander, free as air,

And track the foaming rill?

A prisoner on my pillowed couch
Five years in feebleness I've lain,
Oh! Shall I €’er with vigorous step

Travel the hills again? 36

I E “Thoughts on my sick—bed” &} FAFSHAl AF219] Hhol| A mEx] H4=H & A
WEkA FYnh 3 11dE “Tintern Abbey ol A ¢} GASHAl A9 5@ H9
Williamo] ¢£}o]7de] AlaS 7FA] k%ol aUX A Fot A} Hojzx Xyl

SHARE U= o] AlellA ARdel iR Sl Adak &Rk AAle A fiqto] &

36) Susan M. Levin's Appendix p. 231.
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37) Susan M Levin, op. cit., p.137.
38) Pamela Woof, “Dorothy Wordsworth, Writer.” The Wordsworth Circle 17. 2, p.
108.
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44 & 71X Dorothy7}
TATAMA e s & 5 A7 1Y Foto] AA A Williame] Al&s
olgfjeti= Al 7HA =Ed 5 Je7? 2 IWZF A AL = Fokel AAmt
A oeda  ARZE? o]k o2 “William®] A7} Dorothyell Bl3] ©lSH -
stAY szt AV HaE Aol W HEEY FEE AAR Sk
Woof= “Dorothy2] A @3 A7} Williame] Al¢l= thE A& 7|5stal glor,
g% 2QdsfA Williame A]&29] HFHA DorothyE #H7Fsl7] W&o Dorothy”}
Williame] Al2& olaf|at#] Hal= R7olgkar 33}t Woofi= Williame] 7]l
Fd A olal Aol el ko] 5de F-o{ o2 Dorothy o] A&
o] 7HA & H-A g

Woof= ARAle] Ao et tige=®, “Thoughts on my sick-bed”9] ‘I
thought of Nature’s loveliest scenes / And with Memory [ was there’S <&

gt kARt Woofoll 7l of Al#2 opdl sig& AlesFA St

It is not enough. The exact, despotic eye and the precise memory

are the strength for us of the Journal and letters, and they provide

39) Ibid, pp. 108-109.
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us with a universe in constant process, but, unexplored by the
understanding, unmodified by the aware imagination, they could not

save from the weary weight of the unintelligible world. 40

Woof= Dorothy7} ‘Al w59] w3k AT 719 A2t o] F-5at
oA e 7192 AsFrial A A g

shAIRE Woofe] AwEd 9o v& #RlodA d&d @] 7hed 4 Ak
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Dorothy®l @l = w4 Z7F7F vxplgh Abar A Ao whel 119 e
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HHE AHE 5 de=7F T olth
$-2]:= Dorothy?] 71912 olslsl7] Aslir= A 1] 7S olslalioF &
t}. Dorothy® Willlam¥} t2 A|&S& WA FG, vpgto] Zehd, a2ys 27
of Mgy EWAE wAld Axde AES A UG E=F 1
7hE A qAaLs] F 2td T3 AlES s 9 ¢ gl gus 4598 2
(AT = 2Ye S EdE ol 4
W, 14 e] FHoA dojus Edele WHEE oldllE 4 Ut olyd AMENE &

Dorothy AF21e] ZREol A William¥ & 7]Yel| #3k o|s|E& A A|5HHA
Woofe] Aol vtiste 45 k. wehbA Williame] 719 tigh ols]& v
2 wolEol= dlo] 2AEoF & o] f-7F Jtk. Williame] A2 SAFA S o

A RS, 17k 7)ost Aotel] thatel 184719 194719 AEE HFA0R

40) Ibid, p. 1009.
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[William's] aggressive ego subjugates all that is not the self . . . .
The paradigm that William sets out is the generally accepted on
that does not materialize in Dorothy's case. But it may not be
because she is somehow underdeveloped but rather because she
possess a consciousness that is simply not aggressive in the usual
manner of Western, masculine humanity, a consciousness would
demonstrate the relationship with the world that we see recorded in

so much of Dorothy Wordsworth's work. 42)

41) Kay Cook, “Self-Neglect in the Canon: Why Don't We Talk about Romantic
Autobiography”, in AB. Autobiography Studies 5. 2, pp. 88-90.

42) Susan M Levin, “Romantic Prose and Feminine Romanticism”, in Prose Studies:
History, Theory, Criticism 10. 2, p. 181.
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43) Ibid, p. 182.
44) Kay Cook, op. cit., pp. 90-91.
45) Kay Cook, op. cit., p. 92.
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Every question was like the snapping of a little

Tread about my heart I was so full of thoughts

Of my half-read letter and other things. I was
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glad when he left me. Then I had time to look at
the moon while I was thinking over my own
thoughts. The moon traveled through the clouds,
tinging them yellow as she passed along, with two
stars near, one larger than the other. These

stars grew or diminished as they passed from or
went into the clouds.

( JDW, 108 )
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46) Susan M Levin, op. cit., p. 30.
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A very sweet day, but a sad want of rain. We
went into the Orchard before dinner after [ had
written to M. H. [Mary Hutchinson, William’s
intended]. Then on to Mr. Olliff’s Intakes. We
found some torn Bird's nests. The Columbine was
growing upon the Rocks, here and there a solitary
plant—sheltered and shaded by the tufts and
Bowers of trees. It I a graceful slender
Creature, a female seeking retirement and growing
Freest and most graceful where it is the most
Alone. I observed that the more shaped plants
Were always the tallest.

( JDW, 129 )
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When we turned the corner of our little shelter
We saw the Church and the whole vale. It is a
Blessed place. The Birds were about us on all
sides—Skobbys Robins Bullfinches. Crows now and
then flew over our heads as we were warned by the
sound of the beating of the air above. We stayed
till the light of day was going and the little

Birds had begun to settle their singing. But

there was a thrush not far off that seemed to

sing louder and clearer than the thrushes had
sung when it was quite day.

( JDW, 118 )
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47) Susan M Levin, op. cit., pp. 23-24.
48) Susan M Levin, op. cit., p. 27.
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