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ABSTRACT

A Study on Praying in Hyangga and Sokyo

Lee Seung-Jae
Advisor : Prof. Kim Jung-Ju
Major in Korean Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

(Abstract)

There are many studies on Hyangga(Korean folk songs) and Sokyo(Popular
songs) in studies on Korean classical songs, but there have hardly been
comprehensive studies covering two genres. So, this study focused on 'praying’
for gods that are commonly found in Hyangga and Sokyo. For the study, we
identified how praying was expressed in songs and what differences there are
in representing it.

ChapterlI classified praying in popular songs according to purposes of
praying, targeting fourteen folk songs from ’Samguk Yusas and Chapter III
classified praying in seven popular songs according to types of speakers and
representative aspects.

Chapter IV examined common things and differences between prayers from
folk songs and popular songs. Both Hyangga and Sokyo have common desires
to overcome the situations of speakers, which are represented in a type of

praying. However, Hyangga shows a tendency to pray the wishes of speakers
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for supernatural beings while speakers pray their wished to real objects in
Sokyo.

The differences between Hyangga and Sokyo are shown in lyrical attitude.
For Hyangga, lyrical attitudes are oriented internally, which contributed to
controlled feeling. However, speakers in Sokyo are externally oriented. This
study found that the language of Hyangga is conceptual and that of Sokyo is
real based on use of specific words.

Hyangga and Sokyo are representative genres of classical songs and
examination of their common things and differences has significant meanings.
However, this study suggests that more extensive studies on conflicts between
self and the world or changing senses of values according to changes in times
and classical songs are needed as it can not be explained only with differences

in times when Hyangga and Sokyo were created and enjoyed.
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