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ABSTRACT

A study on christian spirit in Yoon Dong Ju’s Poetry

Kim so-young

Advisor @ Prof. Baek soo-in Ph.D.

Major in Korean Language Education,

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

This study is about poetic spirituality of Yoon, Dong—joo, on the

assumption that his intense inner conflicts came from Christian
spirituality.
First this study was conducted on Yoon's Christian point of view and
how he recognized the tragic historical reality. Also this study is to
find that not only historical reality but also his Christian belief
deepened his inner conflicts, which appeared as a form of dual
mind structure. This study focuses on Yoon's dual mind structure
based on his poetic words in confronted way in which his inner
conflicts were sublimated as Christian belief. This study connected
his Christian point of salvation and dark recognition of reality in the
times of Japanese colony to his childhood, which shows in his early
days, abstract recognition of reality, and in his late days,
participation in the reality can be found. In his early days, Yoon
perceived the reality abstractly so that he had critical point of view
towards the reality and only hoped for the bright future. In his late
days, on the contrary, he realized both himself and the reality as
historical subject, and wanted to live for country and people in
trouble.

The dual mind structure appeared generally in Yoon's poetry, which
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came from Christian sense of original sin and law, and ultimately
from his spirit seeking the world of truth. First, in this study, his dual
spirituality was divided into light and dark, heaven and earth, and
ultimate truth and inner conflicts. His fierce inner conflicts are seen
as sublimated Christian belief in his following the road the Christ had
taken. This study shows Yoon's poetry put down roots firmly in
Christian point of salvation, which came from eschatological point of
salvation. Yoon perceived death is not end but continuous state and
the beginning of eternal nation. Yoon himself sought, like Christ did,
for resurrecting heavenly world.

In Yoon's poetry, it is shown that the sacrifice towards his country
and people stems from fierce inner conflicts and firm belief seeking
heavenly life based on Christianity. For him to write poetry in
miserable history is seeking Christian values continuously and
actualizing them.
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