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ABSTRACT

A Study of Chinese Character Education
for Korean Learners of Japanese

- Centering on Japanese Textbooks in the 7th Curriculum -

Hyo-Young Park
Advisor : Prof. In-Hyun Kim
Major in Japanese Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

Korea has organized Japanese language as a second foreign language
in the curriculum of high schools since 1973, and it is still one of the
subjects in our curriculum even after 35 years have passed. As the
Japanese  education in the present seventh  Curriculum is
learner-oriented, focusing on communication, it tends to overlook the
education of Chinese characters that are not thought to be involved in
speaking. However, most of the learners consider kanji as the most
difficult aspect of Japanese to learn.

Kanji has similar structures with Chinese characters and is
included in the same Chinese character zone, but as levels of learning
get higher, learners give up to learn more because of the difficulty in
learning kanji. To overcome this phenomenon, definite education of
kanji should be provided from the beginning grade. And keeping the
importance of learning kanji in mind, we should recognize that Chinese
characters used in our country are different from those used in
Japanese.

Therefore, this study aims to analyze the kanji presented in Japanese



textbook 1 under the 7th Curriculum to develop effective teaching
directions. To achieve this, we examines the educational policies of
Chinese characters in Korea and Japan. The Japanese policy is
categorized into three parts as follows: Toyokanji period from 1946,
the review period of Toyokanji from 1966 to 1981; and the Joyokanji
period from 1981 to present. Under the Korean policy on Chinese
characters, the opinion of exclusive use of Korean is opposing to that
of mixed use of Korean and Chinese. To overcome the side—effect of
exclusive use of Korean, our government designated sino—Korean as
one of required subjects in secondary and high schools in 1971 and
now the joint use of Korean and Chinese characters is being
executed.

Second, this study analyzed Chinese characters presented in 12
editions of Japanese textbook I and we found a mean of 258 Chinese
characters and 53 common characters were introduced in them.

W, %, 4, K, &, K, B ", K B, o, &, R E, L T, OK R &)
We, K, oo, B, N, B, B b BN, kG e ok, K, e, I, K,

Eﬂjr ﬂia /IZ'-EI‘a %—a %7 FEﬂy ﬁ’f’iy /f«‘\, éj(, @, f]‘ﬁi, ‘}ﬁi", '?E
As there was a difference in the number of Chinese characters

in each textbook, learning effect was different according to which
textbooks were used. And the characters introduced at the same point
two characters were introduced as one word should be taught in
words.

Third, to identify the wvalidity of the Chinese characters in
Japanese textbook I, this study analyzed the rates of Chinese
characters to mark, those for elementary schools in Japan, and basic
Chinese characters used in Korea. The use rates of those to mark in
Japanese textbooks was about 257 30%, which means few characters
are actually learned in learning Japanese. The rate of Chinese

characters for lower grades from Grade 1 to 3 were 707 80%. It was



because Chinese characters designated as the standards for those to
mark were used for education in elementary schools. Finally, when
basic characters for secondary schools are compared with those of
high schools, the rate of the former was a mean of 80% and the rate
of the latter was about 10%.

Fourth, this study presents some suggestions on effective
education of Chinese characters through decrease of difficulties and
errors in leaning Japanese beyond simple organization of Japanese
textbook [ under the seventh Curriculum. First, we focus on
introduction of Chinese characters, differences in expression between
Korean and kanji, Chinese characters with similar forms, different
characters with same sound, simplified characters, how to teach
okurigana (accompanying letters) and interesting teaching through play
activities.

Unfortunately, this study has some limitations. As it did not
demonstrate teaching methods of Chinese characters specifically, it
only suggests that ideal teaching methods should be developed with

more attention paid to Chinese character education.
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