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A Study on Teaching Chinese Characters in the Infancy

Min Hee Hyun

Adviser : Kwon Soon-yoel Litt.D.
Major : Sino—Korean Literature
Graduate School of Education, Chosun

University

Social attention to Chinese characters has expanded even to elementary
school students and pre-schoolers. However, most of the textbooks used for
learning of Chinese characters focus on characters according to grades
without considering specificity of infancy. The infancy is an important
period when unparalled learning effect can be obtained. As well, as learning
habits acquired in infancy have lifelong influence, different learning
approaches should be developed for this period. Learning Chinese characters
before age of six when mechanical memory works very actively stimulates
activities of right brain, which contributes to higher intelligence quotients.
Therefore, this study presents 300 Chinese characters for infancy and how
to learn of Chinese Characters for Infancy specifically.

For the purpose, Chapter II examines educational directions of Chinese
characters for infancy, and what to teach. First, we suggest step—by-step
education of Chinese characters for infancy based on developmental process
in cognitive, locomotive and linguistic areas. Meanwhile, we focus on use of
data to encourage understanding Korean vocabulary and brain activities

designed to enhance vocabulary power and intelligence development. And in



what to teach, we identify necessity to learn Chinese character, proper
number of characters to be learned in infancy and proper timing to learn
through research on Chinese character learning. And based on learning at
home, we examine the range of proper number to be learned in infancy. At
this time, perception, use and interest in learning should be considered. And
as learning focusing on writing deteriorates interests to learn in infancy, a
focus should be given on reading.

Chapter I presents 300 characters for Infancy. These characters are
selected based on Chapter II, <Sajasohak> and <Ahakpyeon> as basic
data. It was designed to contribute to understanding traditional culture
through learning of Chinese classics and formation of personality and sense
of value. The Chinese characters in infancy are sub-categorized into 18
themes each theme of which is categorized into three degrees of difficulty.
The program is designed to promote the following organized learning
according to age: the perception step on one theme since age 3, the step of
use since age 4 and the step of intensive learning since age 5. Learning is
encouraged through music, playing, fairy tale reading, and cultural activities
and how to learn Chinese characters are specifically described.

First, for music learning, flash cards are used to learn shapes, sounds and
meanings of Chinese characters. Second, for playing learning, specific
methods of learning are presented with uses of sticks, blocks, velcro tapes,
cards turn-over, fishing games, puzzle games, role-playing, and domino
games. Third, for learning through fairy tale reading, pop—-up books are
used. It connects illustrations of the books with shapes of characters in
consideration that Chinese characters are a pictograph. Fourth, it is
suggested that original sources of characters should be interpreted for

learning of Chinese characters and four character idioms, in which infants
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are encouraged to understand traditional cultures of ancient society.
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