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ABSTRACT

A Comparison of Perception

on the Use of Paraprofessionals betw een
Special Education Teachers and Special Education assistants

in Gwnagju

Minkyeung Park

Advisor : Seunghee Lee, Ph.D.
Major in Special Education
Graduate School of Education,

Chosun University

This study aims to identify the perceptions on special education
assistant system, targeting special education teachers and special education
assistants in special class in regular elementary, secondary and high
schools, and present basic data on improvement in the system which will
be expanded in the future. For this study, specific questions to be
considered are presented as follows:

First, is there a difference in perceptions on qualification and roles of
integrated assistants between special education teachers and assistants?

Second, 1s there a difference 1in perceptions on training and
arrangement of integrated assistants between special education teachers
and assistants?

Third, is there a difference in perceptions on use and management of
integrated assistants between special education teachers and assistants?

This study interviewed a total of 43 assistants arranged for special

= viii -



education and a total of 41 special education teachers in elementary,
secondary and high schools, and special schools using a questionnaire.
The questionnaire consists of a total of 34 questions, and 41 copies were
distributed to special education teachers and 43 copies were distributed to
assistants. Among them, we collected 36 from the former and 33 from the
latter. Total return rate was 82.1%. The data collected were analysed with
a use of technical statistics(frequency, percentage, and sequence).

The results of the study are summarized as follows:

Frist, in the qualification and functions of the integrated assistants,
both groups of the subjects answered that assistants should have high
school degree and major in child care and social welfare and the title of
the special education assistant 1s appropriate. They perceived that
assistants help teaching and child care based on basic understanding of
problematic behaviors and guidance techniques. In respect to conflicts in
the assistants’ roles between special education teachers and assistants,
both groups answered that they had no conflict. Special education
teachers answered they seek for help from special education teachers of
other schools and the assistants answered they seek for help from
assistants of other class.

Second, in training and arrangement of the assistants, both groups
answered that a short-term training program should be provided for
education of assistants at continuing centers where special education is
introduced. For the types of employment, special teachers answered that
assistants should be employed as part-time while assistants answered that
they should be employed as full-time. Both groups answered that the
term of their service should be one year. For the content of training,

special education teachers answered that the program should deal with the

_ix_



concept of integrated education, principles, prevention of problematic
behaviors, and intervention strategies, features of each disability and
adjusting techniques. Both groups answered that they consider 90 hours or
120 hours of basic program and 110 hours of intensive program
appropriate.

Third, for use and management of the assistants, both of the groups
perceived that they should provide assistance during regular working time,
teachers should give instructions to assistance and assistants should
record them. When safety problems occur, special teachers answered that
teachers and assistants should be responsible for them together while the
assistants answered that school managers should be responsible for them.

Both groups answered that special education teachers should evaluate
assistants and special education classroom 1is appropriate as a place of
their arrangement.

As examined above, this study present suggestions as follows: The
quality of special education should be enhanced through management of
problematic behaviors and support of school life of the students with
disability. To assure the right to learn through individualized program and
to enhance educational achievements, it is necessary to expand regular
intensive programs as well as prior training and clarify assistants’ tasks.
And the assistants should have different training programs and be

differently arranged according to different types of disability.
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