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ABSTRACT

A Comparison of Perception
on the Use of Paraprofassionals
betw een Special Education Teachers and PISP

in Gwnagju

Misuk Lee

Advisor : Seunghee Lee, Ph.D.
Major in Special Education
Graduate School of Education,

Chosun University

This study aims to identify the differences in perception of the
special education assistant system between public interest service
personnel, introduced as special education assistants, and special
education teachers, and to present basic data for improvement of the
special education assistant system. The specific thing to be considered
is the difference in perception of qualifications, roles, education,
arrangement, usage and management of public interest service
personnel between special education teachers and public interest
service personnel.

For the study, we targeted special education teachers and public
interest service personnel in special elementary, middle secondary and
high schools in Gwangju where service personnel system is used,
distributed a total 194 copies of the questionnaire (108 copies and 86
copies, respectively) but collected only 153.

As results of the study, we found that there was a significant

difference in perceptions in the qualifications and roles of the service

- vii -



personnel between special education teachers and the service
personnel themselves. Special education teachers answered that the
personnel should have educational background of child care and social
welfare at college while the personnel answered that they should have
educational background of high school majoring in child care and
social welfare. In respect to appropriateness of the title of special
education assistant, both the subjects perceived that it is appropriate
to clarify the different roles between special education teachers and
the personnel. As a qualification of the personnel, they answered that
they should be abundant understanding and of a service mind. For the
main roles of the personnel, they answered that they should manage
adjusting techniques and provide assistance during class based on
basic understanding of problematic behaviors. For the conflicts
between the subjects relating to roles of the personnel, most of the
service personnel answered that there was no conflict while special
education teachers answered that they had much conflict with them in
moving—out, safety, support of problematic behavior management, and
teaching—learning activities. In counselling about the conflict, special
education teachers seek for help from special education teachers from
other special schools while the service personnel answered that they
ask help from special education teachers in charge. For how to
direct the roles of the service personnel, special education teachers
give Instructions every day to the assistants while the service
personnel follows the instructions presented by special education
teachers. Second, there was a significant difference in perceptions of
training and arrangement for the personnel between special education
teachers and the personnel. They answered that the personnel should
complete training organized by city and provincial offices of education

and the training should deal with understanding of features of each

— viii -



disability, prevention and intervention of problematic behaviors, and
management of adjusting techniques. Both of them perceived that the
term of the personnel should be one year and 60 hours of
introductory training should be given. They perceived that the job
training is somewhat helpful in special education and helping children
with severe disability in excessive behaviors or being out of their
seats during outdoor activities and teaching assistance is a main
advantage of the personnel. Third, when perceptions on use and
management of the assistant system were compared, both of the
groups perceived that they should assist during regular working time,
teachers should provide instructions of to assistance and assistants
should record them. Both of the groups answered that education
offices should select and arrange them but schools should manage
them autonomously. They answered that the personnel system is
helpful in field trips, personal management and management of
problematic behaviors. In respect to responsibility, special teachers
answered that teachers and assistants should be responsible together
while the personnel answered that the assistants should be
responsible for the students. For desirable evaluators of the
assistants, both of the groups answered that they are special teachers.
And both of the groups answered that special education classrooms
are appropriate places to arrange the personnel. Special teachers
considered manners and basic working attitude as important while the
personnel considered understanding of individual needs and values of
students with disabilities, and helping them to function independently
as important. For the activity plan, special teachers made plans once
a week and gave an instruction, and the assistants did their task
according to task tables presented by the teachers.

This study presents the following suggestions as follows: First, as this

_ix_



study interviewed only special education teachers and the personnel
only in special schools in Gwangju, it is hard to generalize the results
for other regions. Second, as the public interest service personnel has
been arranged as special education assistants since 2006, there has
been was little research on them. Therefore, we need further studies
on their roles, use and job satisfaction. Third, little prior training and
job training have been given to the assistants arranged to meet the
educational needs of students with disability and enhance the quality
of special education. So, quality training to enhance understanding of
features of each disability, management of problematic behaviors and
adjusting behaviors (personal management, putting on and off of ones'

clothes, and table manners) should be expanded.
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