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ABSTRACT

Changes in Teachers’ Perception on Operating Major

Courses at Special Schools for Students with Mental

Retardation

Hwayoung Lee

Advisor : Seunghee Lee, Ph.D.

Major in Special Education

Graduate School of Education,

Chosun University
This study analysed teachers’ perception on management of major
programs in special schools, and compared the results with the results
presented by An Ji-Young(2003) to identify changes in perceptions of
teachers on the management. For the study, we interviewed teachers who
were in charge of major programs in special schools for mental disability

"

using a questionnaire. It was involved in the Management of Major
Program in Special Schools for Mental Disability and Improvement”
developed by An Ji-Young who made a research on teachers who were
in charge of major programs in special schools for mental disability
introduced in 2002.

Perceiving the necessity and purposes of the study, we presented the
following questions to be considered:

First, how is perceptional change of teachers on management of major
programs in special schools?

Second, how 1is the change in teachers’ perception on connections

between major program in special schools for mental disability, types of

-V -



occupational training, and occupational types?
Third, how 1is the change in teachers’ perception on improvement in
management of the major program in special schools for mental disability?

We interviewed 257 teachers from 44 special schools for mental disability
which has managed major programs for more than one year nationwide in
May. 2008 using a questionnaire. 232 copies of them (return rate: 90.3%)
were collected, 230 of which were used for the final analysis and 2 were
excluded as their answers were not sincere.

The results of the study are presented as follows:

First, this study found higher means than the compared one in seven
areas of the eight areas on perceptional change in management of major
program except the second area. As a result of examining changes in
each area according to educational environmental variables(sex, special
education career, qualification, years of major, the number of major class,
of major students, and major instructors), we found a statistically
significant difference in five areas except ‘II. student screening and
arrangement’, ‘IMI. development and application of curriculum’ and ‘V.
facilities and equipment’.

Second, teachers’ perceptions on connections between types of
occupational training in major program, and occupational types showed a
positive change in this study.

Third, in respect to improvement in major programs, introduction and
management of major program, proper attendance year, countermeasures
for unemployed graduates after completion of the program, and
improvement in management of the program, both studies showed little
change in teachers’ perception, but changes were found in most of the

areas.

_vi_
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