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ABSTRACT

A Study of the Aspects of Conflict in Heroine Novels

-Focused on "Okjuhoyeon","Honggyewoljeon","Banghanrimjeon"

Bu, Ga-Yeong

Advisor: Professor Kim, Su-Jung
Department of Korean Language Education,
Graduate School of Education,

Chosun University

During the later part of the Choseon dynasty, there was a strong
patriarchal system. Therefore, it was a dark period for women. However,
during this time the heroines in heroine novels that were popular at that
time did heroic deeds instead of following traditional female duties. If it is
considered that literature reflects society, the heroines in these pieces of
work act as the ideal figure of that time. Therefore, through heroine
novels, contradiction in the justification of gender roles during the later
part of the Choseon dynasty and the will of women who wanted to achieve
self-fulfillment through independent lives can be seen.

In the early heroine novels, the heroine showed her ability to
overcome temporary crises or to aid her husband rather than showing her
ability for self-fulfillment. These passive heroines gradually turned more
active during later times. In other words, through the heroine's criticism on
the patriarchal system, skepticism on the social roles put on women by the

patriarchal system and the process of being freed from the vertical



relationship of the patriarchal system can be seen. The three main stories
that show this are "Okjuhoyeon", "Honggyewoljeon", and "Banghanrimjeon".
Unlike other heroines in heroine novels, the heroines in these three novels
break away from traditional female roles through head-on confrontation
against the existing system. In addition, they show realistic problems by
focusing on conflicts coming from relationships rather than showing
mythical heroism. Therefore, this paper is focused on how the aspects of
conflict are shown and overcome in these three heroine novels.

First of all, in order to show the different aspects, the author's
intentions, and the author's aims of these three heroine novels which are
different from heroine novels of the early and middle period, the unique
narration structure of these three novels are presented. Then the
paragraphs have been divided as 'the birth of the main character -
disguising oneself as a man - parting with parents — process of study -
entrance to society - participating in war and earning credits — exposure of
identity - establishment of relationship between male and female — conflict
between male and female — returning to her family' to show their meaning.
As a result, the difference between later period heroine novels and hero
novels and the difference between later period heroine novels and early
and middle period heroine novels can be seen. First, there is a difference
between later period heroine novels and hero novels. The heroic birth of
the main character is similar between the two. However, there is a big
difference in gender. Also, compared to the female character, the male
character has a strong conservative personality that is focused on feudal
loyalty and restoring existing systems. Next, there 1is a noticeable
difference between later period heroine novels and early and middle period
heroine novels in the sections of disguising oneself as a man and returning
to her family. In early and middle period heroine novels, the heroine's
disguise as a man was a temporary change to aid a man and when

returning to her family, she did not deny or criticize the feudal system.



However, in these three novels, the heroines disguise themselves as men
to overcome their limits. In other words, by disguising themselves as men,
the heroines in these three novels were able to find a new self. Also, even
after they return to their family, they hold an equal position to men and try
hard to achieve recognition for their value. This is different from heroine
novels of early and middle periods.

Through this analysis on narration structure the aspect of conflict in
the three novels can be seen. The main characters of the three novels
experience conflict through various relationships. The basic reason for the
conflict they experience comes from the contraction of the situation. This
is shown as conflict between people. In other words, conflict is expressed
by a heroine with a strong wish for self-fulfillment who thinks of regaining
women's dignity and equality between man and woman In an oppressive
Confucian society. The oppressive Confucian ideology can be examined by
dividing it into traditional patriarchal morals and a male focused social
structure. Therefore, in the three novels, the aspects of conflict can be
divided to conflict between a person and society and conflict in oneself.
The former is a conflict on traditional family ethics and a conflict on a
male focused social structure. The latter is a conflict of self-identity in a
Confucian society. By dividing the aspects of conflict that can be seen in
each of the novels into three and studying them, the contradiction of a
society, the will of the characters living in the society, and the intention
the author wishes to express can be seen.

The main characters' wish for self-fulfillment can easily be seen
through the attitude she has in settling the conflict. However, though the
aspects of conflict were similar in the three novels, there was a certain
difference in the method of settling the conflict. The heroine in
"Okjuhoyeon" settled conflict through self-fulfillment that put value on
external character and the heroine in "Honggyewoljeon" settled conflict

through self—fulfillment through harmony between external character and



internal character. Lastly, the heroine in "Banghanrimjeon" settled conflict
through self—fulfillment obsessed on internal character.

Through "Okjuhoyeon", "Honggyewoljeon", and "Banghanrimjeon",
heroine novels from the later period, a new type of female that wished to
destroy the existing contradictive structure was presented. This shows that
there was a diversification of types of female characters from ancient

novels.
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