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ABSTRACT

The Effect of Integrated Educational Activities Utilizing Moral
Themes in Traditional Fairy Tales on the Young Children’s Moral

Judgment and Pro-social Behaviors

Park Hee-sook

Advisor: Prof. Park Joosung, Ph.D
Major in Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of Education,

Chosun University

The purpose of this study was to examine the effect of integrated
educational activities utilizing moral themes in traditional fairy tales on young
children’s moral judgement and pro—social behaviors.

The participants in this study were 40 of 5-years—old young children in
two different classes of J and K nursery in the city of G. They were divided
and assigned equally into two groups, an experimental group and a control
group. This study was conducted for 8 weeks from August through October,
2008, in the procedure of pilot test, pretest, experiment and posttest.

The experimental group was engaged in the integrated educational
activities utilizing moral themes in traditional fairy tales. The control group was
engaged in regular activities according to existing theme-based integrated
curriculum. In order to see if any problems with research instrument five young
children were selected and examined the moral judgement and pro-social
behaviors as a preliminary test.

Research questions for this study were established as follows.

First, what is the effect of the integrated educational activities utilizing the

moral themes in traditional fairy tales on young children’s moral judgment?

_iv_



Second, what is the effect of the integrated educational activities utilizing
the moral themes in a traditional fairy tales on young children’s pro—social
behaviors?

The research procedures were in the order of teacher training, preliminary
test, pre-test, experimental treatment for 8 weeks, and post-test. The research
instrument used in the study were the questionnaire which Park(1995) and An(2001)
modified that was originated by Hebble(1971) to examine young children’s moral
judgment.

The tool to measure the pro-social behaviors was used Lee, Park, and
Noh(1993) adapted, excerpted, and manufactured ‘Situations Measure’ by E.
McGinnis and A. P. Goldstein(1990). The collected data were performed t-test
to measure the effects of treatment using SPSS(statistical package) Windows
13.0.

The results of this study were as follows.

First, the effect of integrated educational activities utilizing moral themes
in traditional fairy tales on young children’s moral judgement was significantly
enhanced.

Second, the effect of integrated educational activities utilizing moral themes
in traditional fairy tales on young children’s pro—social behaviors was enhanced
significantly. All of the individual-emotion ability, interpersonal-relation ability,
and adaptive ability to the participants were significantly improved.

In conclusion, the study showed that the effect of integrated educational
activities utilizing moral themes in traditional fairy tales on young children’s

moral judgement and pro-social behaviors were significantly enhanced.
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