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ABSTRACT

A Study on Kim So-Jin's Novels

-Centered on the aspect of memory's Narrative—

Min, Sae-On

Advisor: Prof. Kim, Hyoung-Joong
Korean Language Education
Graduate School of Education,

Chosun University

One of the characteristics of Kim So-Jin's novel is that experiences of
childhood are presented through memories of the author. Therefore, this
study analysed Kim's novel focusing on narration of memories.

Most of the studies on Kim So-Jin focus on identification of characters
based on memories of the narrator and changing process of narrator's
perception on them. Most of the previous studies on characters focused on
discussion on fathers, but there was no research on the fact that fathers
appear only through memories of the narrator. Therefore, this study
focuses on ' memories' in Kim's novels and their meaning.

This study targets Volume 2, 3, and 4 of short stories by Kim So-Jin
(except 'Onion' uncompleted), and applies the Memory Theory developed by
Freud and Benjamin to analyse them. We use reviews, discussions, and
essays to support private memories of the author in addition to short
stories.

Chapter I identifies the purpose and method of the study, and presents the
history of existing research on Kim, So-Jin's novels.

Chapter I examines descriptive methods of Kim's private memories



according to contents and representational methods centering on novels
written in early and middle period of his career. In respect to private
memories, this study looks at how his memories have changed centering on
fathers who appear frequently in novels. For the representational method of
memories, this study relies on Benjamin's memorie involontaire to identify
the meaning.

Chapter 1III identifies how memories as personal memories expand as
memories themselves based on the novels in Volume 4. The process was
derived from dual perspective toward the world, which presents a
possibility that memories may be suppressed memories, and discovery of
the suppressed memories leads to self-reflection.

Chapter IV categorizes the meaning of memories in his novels into
individual aspect and social aspect. This study suggests that Kim So-Jin
understands himself and establishes his identity through narrative stories,
and his narrative memories has a significant effect on Korean literature in
1990s.
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