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ABSTRACT

A Study on Destructive Human Nature and the Process

of Self-awareness in Zncident at Vichy

By Ok-Ja Park
Faculty Advisor: Prof. Young-kwan Kim Ph.D.
Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

Arthur Miller has attracted public attention since he published A7/ My
Son5(1947), which deals with the antagonism between a war supplier and his
son; at the same time this work criticizes wars. After that, he won the Pulitzer
Prize twice through ZDeath of a Salesmar(1949) and A View from the
Bridee(1955) and then he became the most noticeable playwright in America.

Miller mainly focuses on the relationship between humans and society, and
1s interested in exposing social irregularities. In addition, his concerns about
relationships between individuals and the modern industrial society made him
more absorbed in political and social issues. Based on his own experiences, he
finds topics in his neighborhood and publishes works which many people can
sympathize with.

Through his early works such as AZ My Sons or Death of a Salesrnan,
Miller shows that humans suffer because of the specific social system or
political ideologies. Also naturally good individuals are sacrificed by powerful

forces which they can’t fight on their own. Therefore, he recognizes that



society 1s at the center of human life, and human destiny is decided by society.

However, as time goes by, a few changes come out in Miller's latter plays.
In his works of the 1960s, Miller concentrates his themes on egocentric human
nature based on his various experiences. He comes to find the cause of
individual’s mistakes in the inside world of humans, not in the outside world,
such as within a social system. The reasons for the change in his point of
view are due to Nazi's atrocious acts in Europe during World War II and
irrational McCarthyism in America in the 1950s. Especially, these kinds of
changes of Miller's point of view are shown well in Zncident at Vichy. Incident
at Vichy is about the Holocaust, it represents human’s evil and Miller makes
people recognize the universality of evil in society through this work. Each
character finds evil in his inside world and despairs but overcomes every
existential situation in the end.

In developing an aim of this thesis systematically, mood and theme of this
play through Miller’'s sociologic background are examined in Chapter II. Also
destructive human nature and his existential way of life, and the process which
main characters find evil in the real world, recognize it, and then overcome the
stern realities of life are seen in Chapter Il and IV. In conclusion, this focuses
on how Miller recognizes the essential meaning of evil and shows his ideas of

sociologic matters.
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Arthur Miller(1915 - 2005)% A|2xk Al At do] dojwkg wf +54k] A9 A
o ol59 HYS vF i AAS ¥R A AV My Sons1947)5 Lx ko] H
kel At Ao FEHE WY ANAAY. I 5 Death of a Salesrnarn(1949) %}
A View from the Bridge(1955)%2 F2] A2 v 7} GAdS 55t v =o A

g FEwE S4tE dFHYGD 2 T £AS GFEN B ARE
O

ol# g 2T AT A3 ekl wA FHolAM E= b vE QIR ApololA

AU/ Fr} A7) MR BANA WARIE G o AE REFS W A
A Hu Folzl 87 Hol A

of 712l MA "dn. dE SN TaT TS st Aol A

Society is inside of man and man is inside of society, and you cannot
even create a truthfully drawn psychological entity on the stage until
you understand his social relations and their power to make him what

he is and to prevent him from being what he is not.3)

1) Brooks Atkinson, Broadway (New York: The MacMillan Company, 1970), p. 349.
2) Enoch Brater, "Ethics and Ethnicity in the Plays of Arthur Miller," From Hester Street to Holly

wood. The Jewish-American Stage and Screen, ed. Sarah Blacher Cohen (Bloomington: Indiana UP,
1983), p. 130.

3) Arthur Miller, "The Shadows of the Gods: A Critical View of the American Theatre," The
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The new social drama will be Greek in that it will face man as a
characterizations—will be more than ends in themselves and once again

parts of a whole, a whole that is social, a whole that is Man.4

social animal...
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4) Arthur Miller, "On Social Drama," 7he Theater Essays of Arthur Miller, ed. Robert A. Martin

(New York: The Viking Press, 1978), p. 57

5) Ibid., p. 58.

Harper's, 217(1958 August), p. 39.
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A4 glel FEAow Aol oa FAHE JEH EARW X AL opr o

e AFe G sol YowAE ssze Aol W Ao 48 ddas

WA= AN My Sons\t Death of a Salesman =2 %7] AEE5S T3 A3t 7
TE 9ole EAT A AU odewy] wWEOT W F A

of Foe Ugd F e AHT Mg s FAHoz e Aol A
5

RS AAAY EW b A3 At BA SelA wFHd BES

b of7kel WEtE uEhiY. 7=l A Rl AS= AsaAlE uEhy
Fol AR3|efel] oA oprjH = Aom WY v A
Ao A AR AA A E = IZE A Al A ] AR Aot o] ¥ 7

v Wate a7k AgeA He AA7IAEd dAEo]l FHAM FEHid Sl

o

A e zkebal g1k 50, Yl McCarthyismel wlo] 448l wol 7]Qlgeh, 2 Abg|obe
A A AR A7 AFEA A 27 Aggow oefd Aeje] B Wi

= After the Fall1964)3} Incident at Vicn(1964)0] # e o).

...Joe Keller violates the ethic of love and friendship. ..Willy Loman is
a deceiver.... All of them are negative personae who violate the moral
code and suffer. ..Quentin and Von Berg are truthful to themselves
and to others. Their love and friendship to others is a kind of service
and sacrifice.... They are positive personae conforming to the moral

code.b)

gy o] =AM e FA WHES Inadent ar VichvZ AT AL hE o

6) N. Bhaskara Panikkar, /ndividual Morality and Social Happiness in Arthur Miller New Delhi:
Milind Publications, 1982), p. 11.
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7) Jean Paul Sartre, "Forgers of Myth," Playwrights on Playwriting, ed. Toby Coke (New York:

Viking Press, 1960), p.117.

8) Robert Brustein, Seasons of Discontent New York: Praeger, 1967), p.260.
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To be a good German why must you despise everything that is not
German? Until I realized the answer. They do these things not because
they are German but because they are nothing. It is the hallmark of
the age—the less you exist the more important it is to make a clear

impression.(p. 38)

FEFARRYH E=ygomy Hddee UA ouErT|dA IAdAE e
oo A s @2 Foveks A dojx i Aol

o}, 15L Sartred @ AA The Childhood of a Leadere)| YO = HbH-E] 9 9
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Lucien® & #gE 7k o 22y o8 dAged 2dss FATo=EH
e AbdelA &5 w2 Adn A &4 AEE7] A Adide d=x
5 92 = Genet®l Zhe Balconyol Y8+ wi-AH A5 A4 MAA

AAge] P B BAWs] g8 HHASS Hew A og pAdtd

Sartre’} “If the Jews did not exist, the anti-Semite would have to invent

him."(p. 13)2tar 2 =& 52 a7 3l

9) Jean Paul Sartre, Anti-Semite and Jew, trans. Geroge J. Becker (New York; The Viking Press,
1962), p. 18. 0|3} ¢18-& EHE o] AS/R FAEt QAE&E Hol| Ho|x] 41t ¥al,
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I certainly would never mistake you for a Jew... Science 1s not
capricious, Major; my degree is in racial anthropology. In any case, we

can certainly separate the gentiles by this kind of examination.”(p. 41.)
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9= “I will not continue without you,

Major. The Army’s responsibility is quite as great as mine here.”(p. 43)8} 12 7

10) Jean Paul Sartre, p. 50.
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The Jew remains the stranger, the intruder, the unassimilated at the
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Sartre

heart of our society.”(A4S/, p. 83) X3 “To be a Jew is to be thrown into—to
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With so many strangers pouring into Vichy this past year there are

probably a lot of spies and God knows what. It's just a document

There are thousands of people running around with

check, that's all...

false papers, we all know that. (p. 4)
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T flts Al s wd g oluxrt 2E FEdolgty wIaTH, 1=
gjolo] ¥ = Ao|t}. Sartre’} “.. what makes the Jew is his concrete situation,

what unites him to other Jews is the identity of their situation.”(A4.S/, p. 145)}F

I don't know. Maybe it’s that they keep saying such terrible things
about us, and you can’t answer. And after years and years of it, you...

I wouldn't say you believe it, but... you do, a little. (p. 50.)

old T deiel AAE oFolM AT Aol okye}t “The Jew creates
this complex when he chooses to live out his situation in an unauthentic
manner. He has allowed himself to be persuaded by the anti—-Semites; he is the
first victim of their propaganda”(A4S/, p. 94.)2t= E oA B o] x}Aale] U

A BT Lebeaus UE AFEES Tol HIA= ALY BEES oA A et
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Lebeau accepts the image of himself that he sees reflected in the eyes
of the Other, and instead of transcending the Other’'s gaze, he allows
himself to be paralyzed and destroyed. He relinquishes his freedom as
a man in order to sink into the blissful passivity of a Thing. Like the
Nazi, who solidifies himself in the role of ”“Superior One,” Lebeau
escapes his crisis by falling into the stone-like posture of "victim.” His

struggle ends in resigned submission.12)

271 Al 93 Ao dAFA = YA EHH, Lebeaus %

A ANE HFoan ANe] drcH B 1) FYe A BE

flo

3 wEst BEow gl A

A7) ZlEAolv BT Bayards A4S BAARANO RN FLF

TET. L= Brunetd ® Sartred o] AT @& AAG AT fle ZEHET
ool FEl2 ) /MA WS HIA H= Aoads to Freedomo| o= @A
Aol Yol Bayard @A 152E AdS 71z Holo|t}, Hoffman w433 1
oA AAAS JFAR ST mdd] o2 EEwete]ol g
Aa AEH EAR HEolFozN AN AFE 7T

Bayard: It is faith in the future; and the future is Socialist. And
that is what I take in there with me. I warn you—I've had
experience with these types. You'd better ram a viewpoint
up your spine or you'll break in half.

Leduc: I understand. You mean it's important not to feel alone, is

that it?

12) Lawrence D. Lowenthal, op. cit., pp. 148-49.
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Bayard: None of us is alone. We're members of history.
Leduc: That we are... symbols.
Bayard: (uncertain whether to agree) Yes. Why not? Symbols,

yes.... It helps me because it's truth. (p. 31)
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have the strength to walk through that door.”(p. 54.)8tx &3t} Bayards " &
A AdEolw, Asta, WHSH oHl&RZr|HoRE ATt FAMA A E
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a0 A Alde e 443 By

vl 9-¢1 Monceau™ 17} Ftholl A a1 @ zale] olu xS AT o =N Rz
AAE AR WelE Tt A7l ol B9 &e) Uz =gA 5 9
g wEd GAFIAEL Folnle T AT G WAE v 5 ot

AP =53 2o 27 ol e Aol de T et e AAH
_?_

2ol “I go on the assumption that if I obey the law with dignity I will live
in peace”(p. 52)et+= A& AlE FA T, Leduc7t &3¢9 sdo= =97 wf&
o, Monceaut vF Ul wd A/do] m v 27t I F7]d 253 A el
obiF & o] glom Leduco]l Wd A& A2 & “Your hear is conquered

territory, mister.”(p. 52)& A& Fyrol ¢gl& Aot}
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17} Leducol Al “We would all be replaced by tomorrow morning, wouldn't
we?’(p. 5308t o ES A7, 27t LeducE: EHAEE E9Fo2A AL
AL Leducd Ab#H3 &7 o]x "k “Nothing of that kind is left, don't you
understand that yet?”(p. 54.)8}3l WEEd Z o2 Hol I A2 A RAJO=
Ao o] e AbE WelEd 4 gl
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In one part of my mind it is not even this Nazi. I am only angry that
I should have been born before the day when man has accepted his
own nature;, that he is not reasonable, that he is full of murder, that
his ideas are only the little tax he pays for the right to hate and kill

with a clear conscience. (p. 65)
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“There are no persons any more, don’t you see that? There will never be
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That's impossible. Don’t try it. There are sentries on both corners.
(Glancing toward the office door) Captain, I would only like to say

that... this is all as inconceivable to me as it is to you. Can you



believe that? (p. 53.)
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Like dogs, Jew-dogs. Look at him—mdicating the old Jew—with his

paws folded. Look what happens when I yell at him. Dog. He doesn’t

move. Does he move? Do you see him moving?(p. 55.)
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Major: If you were released, and the others were Kkept...

refuse? Would you refuse?



Leduc: No.

Major: And walk out of that door with a light heart?

Leduc: (fe is looking at the floor now) 1 don’t know. (p. 56)
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than stain one finger with this murder.”(p. 65)2}
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Miller can only see the present repeated endlessly as the future....
Miller can suggest no argument for the future based on social change,

through economic legislation, education and sexual understanding.l3
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13) Robert W. Corrigan and Englewood Cliffs, ed., "Arthur Miller: The Development of a Political
Dramatist in America," Arthur Miller: A Collection of Critical Essays (New Jersey: Prentice-Hall,
Inc., 1969), pp. 55-6.

14) Robert W. Corrigan, ed., "Strength and Weakness in Arthur Miller," Arthur Miller, p. 65.

15) Leonard Moss, "Our Guilt for the World's Evil," Arthur Miller New York: New Have, 1967), p.
97.
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There being no objective good and evil, and no imperative other than
conscience, man himself must be made to bear the full burden of
creating his values and living up to them. The immensity of this task
i1s beyond human capacity... to insist upon it without reference to

ultimate truth is to create a situation productive of despair.16)
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16) Driver, op. cit. p. 66.
17) William Barrett, ed., "Jean Paul Sartre," On Contemporary Literature (New York: The Viking
Press, 1964), p. 557.
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After the Fal/®l A9 A5 S FAI2 vt Jrhe Dk,

. that when we live in a time of great murders, we are inhabiting a
world of murder for which we share the guilt... We have an
investment in evils that we manage to escape, that sometimes those
evils that we oppose are done in our interest.... By virtue of these
circumstances, a man is faced with his own complicity with what he

despises.1®)
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18) Richard 1. Evans, Psychology and Arthur Miller New York: Praegaer, 1981), p. 74.
19) June Schlueter and James K. Flanagan, Arthur Miller New York: Frederick Ungar, 1987), p.
102.
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20) Ibid., p. 102.
21) Timebends, p. 540.
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The Jew can resist or submit; the German can murder or rebel.
Indeed, the structural movement of the play is existential in that the

pressure to choose - to defy or cooperate with the Nazis - becomes

inevitable.22)
D7 BASE 1Fe] fde dAALE A3 g ALdS AHAE {5 A

VB 7V &L Jncident at ViclysE ASHA HAES W] 2 FEY SHAHHEANE
HAA A x5 o]dleh#] HEadrt. o] FAE, 3 AFs= U oA
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22) Lawrence D. Lowenthal, "Arthur Miller's Incident at Vichy: A Sartrean Interpretation," Critical
Essays on Arthur Miller, ed. Martine, (Boston; G. K. Hall & Co., 1987), pp. 143-54.
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The occasion of the play is the occupation of France but it's about
today. It concerns the question of insight - of seeing in ourselves the
capacity for collaboration with the evil one condemns. It is a question
that exists for all of us - what, for example, is the responsibility of
each of us for allowing the slums of Harlem to exist? Some perfectly
exemplary citizens, considerate of their families and friends,
contributing to charities and so forth, are directly profiting from

conditions like that.23
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23) Barbara Gelb, "Question: 'Am [ My Brother's Keeper?,"' 7The New York Times, 29 November
1964, section 2, pp. 1-3.
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That faceless, unknown man would pop up in my mind when I read
about the people in Queens refusing to call the police while a woman
was being stabbed to death on the street outside their windows. He
would form himself in the air when I listened to delinquent boys
whose many different distortions of character seemed to spring from a
common want of human solidarity. Friends troubled by having to do
things they disapproved of brought him to mind, people for whom the
very concept of choosing their actions was a long forgotten thing.
Wherever 1 felt the seemingly implacable tide of human drift and the
withering of will, in myself and in others, this faceless person came to
mind. And he appears most clearly and imperatively amid the jumble
of emotions surrounding the Negro in this country, and the whole

unsettled moral problem of the destruction of the Jews in Europe.24
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24) Arthur Miller, "Our Guilt for the World's Evil," The New York Times Magazine, 3 January
1965, pp. 10-11.
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Some 6,000 SS men did duty in Auschwitz during its four years of
operation, and not one is known to have refused to do what he was
told.... [The Germans] are being called on to be free, to rebel in their
spirit against the age—-old respect for authority which has plagued their

history. 25

a8y C. W. E. Bigsby: Zntroduction to Twentieth-Century American
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once they're released, you can’t capture them any more. And there's a

pathetic quality to that: the fact that the old guy’s clutching what to

25) Ibid., p. 48.

_27_



our minds would be a practically valueless bag of nothing, of air. It's

his identity, though.26)

He's got one foot in heaven. He knows that this is the ancient
persecutor, the face of hell, that comes in every generation, and this is
his turn with him... And he’s praying against it.. he's got ... one eye

on God, who's reaching out His hands to him. 27
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26) Roudané, Conversations, p. 358.
27) Ibid., p. 358.
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It is not you I am angry with. In one part of my mind it is not even
this Nazi. I am only angry that I should have been born before the
day when man has accepted his own nature; that he is not reasonable,
that he is full of murder, that his ideals are only the little tax he pays

for the right to hate and kill with a clear conscience. (p. 48)
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Jew is only the name we give to that stranger, that agony we cannot
feel, that death we look at like a cold abstraction. Each man has his
Jew; the black, the yellow, the white, it is the other. And the Jews
have their Jews. And now, now above all, you must see that you have
yours - the man whose death leaves you relieved that you are not
him, despite your decency. And that is why there is nothing and will
be nothing - until you face your own complicity with this ... your own

humanity. (p. 48)
Leduc> Von Berg? A}#¢l Baron Kessler7} o3 thgtolA & 2E fFE 2l
JAES AASIE S =8t A4, 5 Von BergZlb ol gla Aol sk Ab

S Von Bergol Al 7] A 71t}

Baron Kessler is a Nazi. He helped to remove all the Jewish doctors

from the medical school. You were aware of that weren't you?.... Your
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cousin. I understand. And in any case, it is only a small part of Baron
Kessler to you. I do understand it. But it is all of Baron Kessler to
me. When you said his name it was with love; and I'm sure he must
be a man of some Kkindness, with whom you can see eye to eye in

may things. But when I hear that name I see a knife.(p. 67)

Leduc® Von BergolAl “It's not your guilt I want, it's your
responsibility.”(p. 67)8t31 A Xth. =9 5 Ed 84 U= i+ Von BergZt
2220 Afd gES st AW JIFEA FE2RE F e FRoW, a8y
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Von Berg: Take it! Go! Number nine Rue Charlot. Go.

Leduc: What will happen to you?

Von Berg: Go, go!

Leduc: I wasn’t asking you to do this! You don’t owe me this!

Von Berg: Go! (p. 69)
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28) Edward Murray, Arthur Miller, Dramatist New York: Ungar, 1967), p. 170.




o,
)
i
P
s
i)
[
o
o
do
N
K
i
o
it
-z
o
ST
°
¥
ol
bas
X
:ouL_l,
N
32
o
)
I
rlr
°
)
o

Von Berg is the only triumphant character in the paly since death will
cut him off at his highest point and permanently fix his essence as
martyr. His act frees him from alienation and imposes a moral

coherence upon his previously contingent world.29
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29) Lawrence D. Lowenthal, Arthur Miller's Incident at Vichy: A Sartrean Interpretation," Arthur
Miller-New Perspectives, ed. Robert A. Martin (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc.,
1982), p. 151.
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