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ABSTRACT

The Effects of Milieu Language Teaching
on Communicative Functions of Student
with Mental Retardation

by Ji-Young Seo
Advisor : Nam-Soon Kim, Ph.D.
Major in Special Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun Uiversity

This study is to identify the effect of milieu language intervention on
communication of students with mental retardation, targeting three
students with mental retardation who are in the beginning stage of
language acquisition. For the purpose, we used the following methods:
needs—-model, modelling, and time delay, and implemented a total of 36
sessions under six intervention conditions that induce incidental learning
opportunities. The subjects selected did not have sensory and physical
disabilities, and could imitate linguistically.

Main results of the study are presented as follows:

First, they showed positive effects in all the functions of asking,
asserting, and responding. All of them showed improved communicative
ability in the stage of intervention and maintenance.

Second, the frequency of communicative utterances of the subjects was

improved. They showed improved utterances in the beginning of the



intervention and after the latter part of the session and maintained the
improvement.

Third, communicative behaviors and utterances of the subjects by the
milieu language intervention had correlations while there are personal
differences. In the intervention stage, two of the three subjects showed
decrease in the frequency of communication through behaviors while
increase in the frequency of communication through utterances. It
indicates that communication through behaviors was developed into the
communication through utterances.

Therefore, milieu language intervention 1is very effective in
improvement of communicative ability of the students with mental
retardation and increase in their utterances. It was demonstrated that
promoting students to learn language under structured conditions is more
effective in language acquisition, which indicates that immediate language
intervention is effective in acquisition of language under the condition

which needs communication.
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