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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Effect of Japanese Popular Culture on

Japanese Learning

So-Young Hyun
Advisor @ Prof. Chung-guk Park Ph.D.
Major in Japanese Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

This study identifies the factors that may have effect of Japanese popular
culture on Japanese learning through presenting theoretical grounds, and
analyses the correlations between tastes of Japanese learners in Japanese
popular culture, their interest and Japanese learning based on the results of
questionnaire survey.

Current Japanese education that focuses on nurturing communicative ability
requires learner-oriented education in which learners participate in learning
activities actively and learn Japanese through experiences of problem-solving.
In this context, as Japanese learners can be motivated to learn and
understand the culture and acquire communicative ability through Japanese
popular culture, the popular culture can be used as teaching and learning
media.

In learning using a medium of Japanese popular culture, as TV dramas



contain many daily-used languages, abbreviation or prosody that can not be
dealt with in class is explicitly revealed, which helps learners to improve
listening or speaking skills. As it is used as an audio-visual media, it
motivates learners to be interested in the langage and works as a medium to
lead their understanding of and interests in Japanese culture to transfer to
Japanese learning.

These days, as we are more exposed to Japanese popular culture, there are
worries about its bad impact on students, but in that Japanese learning
through Japanese popular culture helps learners to understand a different
culture and provides opportunities to experience the society, there is a high
correlation between the Japanese popular culture and Japanese learning
efficiency. However, the role of Japanese popular culture in Japanese learning
is still insignificant. Of course, it is naturally accepted that Japanese popular
culture is necessary for Japanese learning, but many teachers do not have
positive images on Japanese popular culture, and as students are much
interested in the culture, its impact is just recognized.

However, it is assumed that learners who are positively influenced by
Japanese popular culture will be engaged in Japanese learning to learn their
areas more intensively and joyously, and as a variety of Japanese textbooks
on Japanese popular culture that meet such need are developed, it will play a
significant role in promoting motivation of learners and their achievements. In
this context, this study suggests that we need more intensive research on

use of Japanese popular culture for Japanese learning.
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