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ABSTRACT

The Effects of Schema Theory

on English Reading Comprehension

Hyeon-seon Yeo

Advisor @ Prof. Gui-seok Kim Ph.D.
Major in English Language Education
Graduate School of Education

Chosun University

The purpose of this research is to suggest the effects of schema activation
on reading comprehension. Also, this study investigates the effects of
pre-reading activities on English reading comprehension for middle school
students.

The subjects were 70 students in the second year at C. Middle School in
Gwangju. They were divided into two groups: the experimental group consisted
of 35 students and the control group consisted of 35 students.

Students ability to read English in the two groups were almost the same,
which was shown by a pre-test administered before the beginning of the
experiment. As a pre-reading activity, the experimental group was showed the
pictures and vocabularies related to the text before reading. The other control
group didn't do any activities about a text.

This study set the following research questions.

(1)What are the effects of schema activation on reading through pictures and

vocabulary?



(2) Between the two experimental groups, what differences are there in reading
comprehension according to their levels?

(3) According to the students’ gender, what are the effects of schema activation
through pre-reading activities?

In order to measure reading comprehension ability two test were
administered: one was used as a pre-test, and the other a reading
comprehension test after the activities. Each test consisted of 20 questions on
the content of the text.

The result of this study is as follows:

First, according to statistics, the experimental group got a more meaningful

score than the control group at the test.
Pre-reading activities through showing pictures and teaching vocabularies
related to the text had a positive effect on the abilities of the students’ reading
comprehension. Schema activation made the subjects activate their prior
knowledge and understanding and comprehension about the text.

Second, pre-reading activities for providing prior knowledge of the text were
affected by the student’s English proficiency. Pre-reading activities were more
effective on low level students than high level students.

Third, There was no significant difference between genders. Prior to reading
text, activities which were applied to schema activation were equally effective
for both male and female students. It was found that schema theory played a
significant role as a pre-reading activity and it stimulated the subjects’ existing
knowledge.

Thus, students’ English reading comprehension abilities can be improved
through these activations. Pre-reading activities provide not only better
comprehension, but also interest to read a text for the readers.

Reading is considered as one of the most substantial language skills in the EFL
situation, especially in Korea.

Teachers should apply and develop a variety of pre-reading activities in their
reading classes, and furthermore, students are required to participate in the

class with an active attitude.
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gste W 2490 ARE J4ET o 270k - x <ol e A4 &
A=F AL, T& dHE AR =27 s A7|vle] A1 dxET u A=

A woman'’s voice : 'I'd like to get some pills to make me relaxed.’

A man’s voice : 'OK, I'll write out prescription for you and you
can take it to a drugstore to be filled.’

Question : Where did this conversation probably take place?

There are four choices;

In a doctor’'s office

B. At a drugstore
C. In a hospital
D. At a man’s house

SuE AHe ANAL WS B wow el BE 2wk YEA

of welalt, ok PP ATk, AYAL AYAF AL, 2T kol A £A

s7u |29 FRA AAE o€s] %A ojdel $ET AN ouE
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The big number 37 smashed the ball over the fence.
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AR, 2k FA Ad dE W sl 23 YN AZE ARE ol
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T2 dta ol& M) Asids Aol A4 olefel AGA Ao dastt. A4
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G3} ols 7)ol YA A7Ivte] FToAS v oA A3 B A} Bransford
& Johnson(1972)2> ©]A~E 9] o]go] lo] ~A7|upe] oJdto] thale] thga} o] A

73

If the balloons popped the sound wouldn’t be able to carry since
everything would be too far away from the correct floor. A closed
window would also prevent the sound from carrying, since most

buildings tend to be well insulated.
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Since the whole operation depends wupon a steady flow of
electricity, a break in the middle of the wire would also cause
problems. Of course, the fellow could shout, but the human voice
is not loud enough to carry that far. An additional problem is
that a string could break on the instrument. Then there could be no
accompaniment to the message. It is clear that the best situation
would involve less distance. Then there would be fewer
potential problems. With face to face contact, the least number of

thing could go wrong.
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(content schemata)® 73+ #o|t}.

2.32.1 W& 27wt
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L5 A g7t Ad=gA 32 A2?
@ A: Where are you going?
B: I'm doing my homework.
@ A: What's wrong?
B: I got a bad grade in math.
@ A: May I help you?
B: No, thanks. I'm just looking around.
@ A: How long does it take to your house?
B: It takes about thirty minutes.
® A: Do you have a digital camera?
B: Sure, I do.

2. THE uIEhe Mzl Eojg g gue e

A: Did you study for the final exam?
B: Yes, I did. But I don’t know if I can do well.

A: Why not?

B: Whenever I take a test, I feel nervous.
A: You will do fine.
@ Good job. @ Hurry up.

@ I hope so. @ Don’t worry.

® My pleasure.

3. 7017 4 olod 29 MR dBe AL?

The students in Mrs. Brown’s class decided to do a play. First, they worked
together to write the play.

(A) Next, each student chose a part.
(B) Finally, they showed the play for their parents.
(C) Then, they practiced their parts.
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@© (A)-(B)-(C) @ (A)—( )-(B)
® (B)*(A)*(C) @ (C)-(A)-(B)
® (C)-(B)-(A)

4. o0& 29 FAR Mg guke AL

When I went into the kitchen to make dinner, the lights went out. I couldn’t
cook. I couldn’t use the computer to do my homework, either. It made me

understand how important energy is.

O 549 44 Q@ 7F2=9 A
@ 719 9384 @ HAFH Z8A
® A F8A4
5 T 5 Al EA1S Ht 7)ol digh Aoz dute A2
June (C) |December (TC)
New York 21 3
Chicago 21 -2
LA 19 14

@ Chicago is as warm as LA in June.

@ New York is warmer than LA in June.

@ LA is colder than Chicago in December.
@ New York is the coldest city in December.

® Chicago is as cold as New York in December.

6. th& 2o aAT gk ALY

~
There are some gift-giving rules around the world. For example, in China, don’t
give a knife as a gift because it means cutting of friendship. In Germany, don’t
take red roses when you are invited to a house. Giving red roses means love for

that woman.

O eoe
R A i ')




708 29 BB N6l BT Y dwe A

We can see traffic lights on the street. They have three colors: green, orange

!

and red. Green light means you can go. Red means '

@ Run @ Walk @ Stop
@ Wave ® Cross
8 WE A This7t 7tel7]v Aoz dore A2

This is a symbol of a country. Its color and design tell us many things about
the country’s history and future. People hang it in front of their house on
national holidays. Some people hang it to show that they are proud of their

country.

O =71 @A @ AH @ A= G %

0. thg 2o Mg AAFHA Bt R

In 2002, three people climbed the tallest mountain in Africa. Hongbin had no
hands. Soyeong was blind. Tony was in a wheelchair. Hongbin pulled him and
Soyeong pushed him. But Tony had to give up at 4,700 meters. Hongbin and

Soyeong arrived at the top.

Al Aol Gukgk AF2 ol g ol A 7 =
Hongbin¥} Soyeong-2 Al #ol 7} 9t}
Tonyx A& Bal T

Hongbin® Soyeong& TonyE = &Ft}.
bl A7 Al & ekt AbgE Tony ol o,

© e 0oe

—_

0. ¥% %l the change’} 9 v|3st= AL?

A mouse enjoyed eating cheese. Sometimes he invited his friends to eat it
together. The cheese became smaller and smaller. But the mouse didn't see the
change. One day he found out there was no cheese. "Who moved my cheese?”
he shouted.

© AT oA & A @ AT 57t Sold A
® A=A Y ZAE A @ A =9 wo] @z A
® ATk A=g FolsA | A
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L ®

J
Don’t miss this chance 2
\

Jazz Concert \,./\_/

When  8:00-10:00 p.m. June 21
Where At the Art Hall
Tickets $50
10% discount for fan club members!
Call 122-1233 for more information

12. % 29 Hzle] o7 71 49k A L2

How can we do that? It's easy. If a woman is

carrying a bag with both hands, open the door for her. If a man drops
something, pick it up for him. If you are in a crowded bus, give your seat to old

people.

@ You can carry a bag.

@ You can have a seat.

@ We should study hard.

@ We should be kind to others.
® You should be quiet on a bus.

13. (A)TE)NA F9 354 o4 A2

Emily and Judy are good friends. (A) They do many things together. (B) They
ride the same bus to school. (C) Judy wants to be a nurse. (D) Emily and Judy
do their homework together after school. (E) Sometimes they spend the night at

each other’s house.
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A fly came over the pond. A frog saw the fly and said, "Come here. I want to
tell you a joke.” "I am busy,” said the fly. The frog said, "My joke will not take

"

long.” the fly knew the frog wanted to eat him for lunch. "I know your joke,”

said the fly. And he went away.
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Whales are different from fish in many ways. fish move their bod and tail from
side to side. Whales move up and down. Sometimes whales must come out of

the water to get air. But fish don't.

@ At last @ Therefore
@ After that @ By the way

® For example

D
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Do you have a cat or a dog? I can take care of it when you are not at home.
My name is Jason. I live on this block. My phone number is 122-4596. Please

call me! I will give you a good price. I will take good care of your pet.
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A: How often do you play basketball?

B: About ( a, times, three, week ).

(74 3] Wgke] Qe Qo2 Folal AR A &she] AL

I feel sick. My nose is runny. I have a headache and a fever. I have a sore

throat. Ah—choo! Ah-coo! I need to go see a doctor and get some rest.

I have a ...

[ 4] B= A one°l 7He7l= A& EwolA ol g dojo] Fojz 29,

Mom bought two hats for us. One is blue and the other is yellow. My hat is
blue. I like it. My sister’s hat is yellow. She doesn’t like the yellow hat. She

wants a pink one.
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1. g 2E 3 Xl Eod T2 Hded Rn2?
A: This baby looks cute.
B:

A: I said, “It's a cute baby.”

@ You're very cute.

@ I don't think so.

® I beg your pardon?

@ 1 couldn’t agree more.
® I don’t know this baby.

AL?
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Mo
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A: You look angry.

B: You're right, Jenny. I'm very upset.
A: What happened?

B:

@O My grandmother sent me my birthday present.
@ My bike was stolen.

@ I got an A on the math test.

@ I'm very sad.

® That's good.

3. thg Wl ghel gme e?

Many young girls like dancing and go to dance classes. They want to be
dancers. They think dancers are beautiful, and dancing is fun. But a

dancer's life is not always beautiful and fun. It can be very

@ fun @ young @ easy @ difficult & exciting
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+ | don't know he will come soon.

* I pass the test, I'll be very happy.
* You can stay here you like.
@ where @ before @ that
@ if ® because
5. 02 B 7l=E R, digd # e A0
Name Robert Johnson
Birthday June 17, 1972
Hometown California, U.S.A.
Job English teacher
Hobby Climbing
1\ Height/weight 175cm / 69kg
! Favorite food Bulgogi

@ What is his favorite mountain?

@ How tall is he?

@ Where is he from?

@ What does he like to do in his free time?
® When was he born?

6. T =oll vEbd I A0

is Han Bora.”

Today we had our first English class of the new school year. I was a
little excited. Who will be our English teacher? A woman or a man? The
door opened and a lady came into the classroom. She looked nice and

kind. She said, “Hello, everyone. Let me introduce myself to you. My name

O =gy O Hddyd O AFFE @ utFg 6
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[ can't believe that I have been in Korea for almost two years already. I
have learned and done so much. My life here really isn't different from

back in New York. There are just a lot of little differences. Still, sometimes

they confuse me. One of those differences is names.
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Information

1. You need the Membership Card when borrowing books.
2. You can borrow three books for two weeks.
3. You cannot lend the Membership Card to others.

4. Please let us know 1n case your phone number or address changes.
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These days, people talk about a very different kind of community. It's
called the on-line community. The on-line community has been made
possible with the development of the . In an on-line
community, people do not always live in the same town or city. For

example, people from different parts of the world can form a community

on the
@ Internet @ Cell phone
@ Language @ Transportation

® Information

10. & 2odA FAELS o= AJAI?
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@ Last Sunday, I went to the park near my house to enjoy the sun and
read books. @ There were many people who made a lot of noise. @
Some young people played loud music and danced. @ The park was so
noisy that I couldn't rest. ® In my opinion, we should think about others

in public places.

1. (D)(®) oA Fox £4o] 5old AAZ dore 3X2?

Then, I tried to put the parts back together, but I couldn't.

( @ ) We went to Alex’s house together to fix his computer. ( @ ) I took the
computer apart, but I couldn’t fix it. ( @ ) I finally gave up. ( @ ) I was very
sorry to him. ( ® )
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Many Korean students write to their pen pals in foreign countries. Then
what language do they usually use? Although English is not their native

language, most of them use English. It is because

English is an international language. They can understand each other more

easily by using English.

@© Who can use English?

@ Why do they use it?

® What is their native language?

@ Why do Korean students write to their pen pals?

(® What is an international language?

fr
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The body comes after the heading.

(a) E-mail messages usually come in two parts: (b) the heading and the body.
(¢) The heading includes important information: the sender of the message, the
receiver of the message, the date and the subject. (d) It is the main message. (e)

Sometimes the body includes the e-mail address of the sender.

O @ @ b & (e @ d 6 ()
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You may think I'm lonely. But I'm not. All kinds of my friends live in the
ocean from little fish to large whales. Can you name some of them? There
are starfish, crabs, oysters, and so on. People grow food on sea—farms.
The sea also gives people many other important things.

I lived near the shore last year. But I can't live there any more. Some
people threw a lot of garbage into the sea. The water around my home
became quite dirty. Most of my friends became very sick and died. That's

not fair.

@ sea turtle @ lion ® frog @ swallow & butterfly
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Our group had to write a report about the 19th century paintings by
the end of this week. Jenny insisted that we should surf the Internet.
But Sam said we should go to museums. And Tommy suggested visiting
a professor. Today is already Thursday but we couldn't even start the

work. Other teams are already done with their works.
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A few years ago, one American newspaper made a . The
newspaper asked one hundred of their readers this question: What makes

you happy?

[ stood up and said, “Let me introduce myself to you. I'm Lee Insu.”
While I was speaking, my legs were shaking a little. It felt like I was

walking on air. Then my friends gave me a big . I felt very

happy and said to myself, “I did it!”

@ diary - foot @ letter - face
® survey - hand @ test - eye

® story - arm
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I grew up blind and I always had two dreams. One was to see. The
other was to play hockey. I lost my sight when I was two years old. So I
don't remember anything about my childhood. Of course, I do have some
memories about my family and friends. But those memories are not based
on my sight. They were just from hearing and touching things. I have lived

almost all my life as a blind man except for a very short period of time.

@ Life without Job

@ Life without Money
® Life without Sight
@ Life without Children
® Life without Books
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(a) I'm interested in space. I want to be an astronomer. An astronomer
1s a scientist who studies the stars, planets, and other natural objects in
space.

(b) I'm good at painting. I'd like to be an artist. An artist expresses his
thoughts or feelings in his pictures.

(c) I want to work with computers. In the future I want to be a computer

programmer. So I will make many programs that people need.

@ The future world @ Their friends
® Art news @ Their dreams
® Present jobs

19. B8 ekl A ATk el Tl Algre Rk

A: Oh, I find my friend. Look there!
B: Where? Who are you talking about?
A: The person who stays in line.
[ didn't know she changed her hair style.
Her hair was short, but it is now long and waved.
Her favorite singer is “Christina", so I think she must be listening to her

song.
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Oh, my! Look at her. She is sitting over there and singing a song. She
really likes to sing, so she doesn't care where she is. Nobody stops her.
B: Let's hurry. I want to meet her.

DO Ann @ Tom @ Judy @ Sora & Sam
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But only 7% of teenagers drink that much water.

About half of them drink only O to 2 glasses a day. People can live for
weeks without food but only a few days without water. Water carries food

to all parts of our body. It also cools our body. Some studies also show

that water helps people lose weight.

D We should drink water before meal.

@ We should drink water as quickly as possible.
@ We should drink just 2 glasses of water a day.
@ We can't live without water.

® We should drink 6 to 8 glasses of water a day.
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