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Abstract
A Study on the Symbolism of Color and Color Words in

Korean

Hye-won Kim
Advisor : Prof. Jong—kyoung Kim Ph.D.
Major in Fine Arts Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

Each country has developed its own distinctive view on colors due to its
natural, geographical, ethenic and customary differences. Korean view on
colors 1s also unique. Colors introduced from foreign countries as well as
traditional ones have been permeating our life. However, though there are
many colors, some of the colors are not suitable for us and perceived by us.
We are exposed to many colors as more information is provided, but we can
not remember them easily if we do not know the names. To be more familiar
to the names of colors, we revised the names.

Colors are derived from complex cultural structures and a social phenomena.
No color exists alone beyond culture and history. Colors are closely related to
man. The murals of Altamira or Lascaux are colored to give more vivid
expression. Their colors are made through natural dying and the mural which
has a meaning of sorcery has become a language, sign and symbol because of
colors.

Our people have been influenced by symbolism of colors and sorcery based
on the Five Elements Theory from the ancient Orient, and have developed
artistic senses on colors through long history, shamanism, Buddhism, and

Confucianism. For the murals at the Three Kingdoms of Korea, Gogyryeo



showed strong spirit, Baekje elegant and gentle beauty, and Shilla colorful
magnificence. In Goryeo period, magnificent Buddhism flourished as it was the
society led by nobles while Joseon period focused on natural simplicity and
temperance. Such characteristics influenced the views on colors and each
period showed the following views on colors: In Three Kingdoms of Korea,
natural and light colors were mainly used, and the views on colors symbolizing
the five directions, and colorful and magnificent colors appeared; In Goryeo
period, the view on colorful colors appeared due to Buddhism; In Joseon
period, naturalism, the view on colors based on the Five Elements Theory, and
temperance and simplicity emphasizing light and natural colors appeared.

It was found that the view on colors was mainly influenced by the Five
Elements Theory and our life is connected with the Five Elements Theory.
The concept of transitional colors followed the Yin and Yang theory using five
pure and compound colors as bases. It was shown in all the history in
clothing, food, architecture, shamanism, Buddhism, and mythology.

It appeared in our language. It had a great influence on creation of the
Korean script: from basic five colors such as red, black, white, blue and
yellow, more colors were created. There are color words such as pure white,
bluish, dark blue, pure blue, pure yellow, yellowish and dark yellow. Though
there are many outstanding color words in Korean, it is hard to decide which
color should be used as a standard for' deep red and dark red. For people
think differently about the color of concept. To overcome the difference,
substitute color words for remembered or officially-used names of colors,
refer Munsell color system to mark signs according to properties and we can

remember the colors easily.
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3], op. cit, p.98."
o Aolt,

3}
3}

[e]

H]
T OX=

03
08) A [ita] [] e 2w} o)

o

1
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101) “&7%4, op. cit., pp.35-36."

100) “&44, op. cit, p.34."

97) “
99) #
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A3 =] M| FAA

A1d AolFe F274

ge ws) wed, olF TR s MelES gt 1 AHES BE AN
o el BE FEob gow slejsy] duh Mol wol La gl e Al

ek ARE F5T 5 AAT gl AbgES Aol i3] Slojw it
Alv]o](Edward Sapir, 1884.1.26~1939.2.4) ¢ =%3 9 ~(Benjamin L. Whorf
USA, 1897-1941)9] =39 ool Abgso] Ms il 7]ofshs A& 5] A
ab= Mol gl o A Fe-drkar Frh102) o] JPHE F BB O R o] 9l=
Aol Afad (linguistic relativity)?t o] 27 E(linguistic determinism)e] 131 ¢]
AR T3] Ao Apol2 Qlste] Estuit) QAo Afolrt vk Aelal A}
Aol7t Atars: AAgtE A FH4 o2 Whorfrh Y% Al AA A Aol
. QIZke] E& 354 kA9 T ,BE, AEE FEE  gdon Qe
= Ao mAg WstEs FHEE ¢ Ak olek e A

=
= =
& Abgste] 1 ofn g dRsla AW B Ag 3 S gl

o o Wt T 05

i =
T T AAelr Ui A, AN, WA, 25, w7, 95, A, A E
L34 59 B A4A) Ao|Eute] B@H o Fg B Wolrh109)

dotstd QoA wwl Male dojrt Jgor M AT F & itk Az

o 9o AN wor AWsE fw ANFE Aol ol ALgdole] AlA o]

b AASI Qi dgdl whel AAE A2t gl ge|thioh Teja Mo gL A

& ¥d dna @ & gom NsAst gk @3 AT AE 16448 BeA o]

o TR HFANE S (ISS-NBS)E AukAg2674], 9]Fo] o] 30,0004

o Al = T} 105)

o=

—_>H—"4
Dl

1
Ak @ 7 A oYl 7 wE uehd & Qe delAAE A a dE Se
= HgNEoE W TIE & QRS AAS Sach gzl wad g 9w

102) SAE, " Ao g AES et Aolg wEHeh mE(AY] FAA omA] RdS T4l
2)", AR =, ) WS e, 2005, p.34.

103) vre5s, P zE o] 7] %, (WA} 2004), p.176

104) “¥A&, op. cit., p.35."

105) “ibid, p.42."
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o 54 F shueln] 1% AAolst hAEA B3 Wk Aol Azkateldt o)
wdo] WS delmm ol A2 AAB ] shte] Molgom RFHW 7 Ao
grom Wyl Aze o & gl oA R A, g, B, Fau, e
g JJEew e tad dlojg B & vk Adels A% @i sojg =2

A 24 o] &3 AA

1. =274 (KS)

eltbete] A EANE WA A AL9S 19689 EuPGLEAH AU} T
S QAR Agsgth @A S5 A FAA AEHE AR A olge WA
A o] goll 4]

o 104733kl AR A 20033129 %] FAA L FAN ) 7]
ol wo AEHLR ZHSES Holdrh A= AL Mo fhe
Ao e gpAstal vk Ame] dEE gol= IAZRYALS(CIE)ANA 8T 3
AR Eaelen, AWiel A AR W] fAA Egéﬂ,iﬂ”»ﬂtﬂ
ﬂﬂAlZHJ%@QE%M?ﬂmﬂ%ﬂblﬂAEWXﬁ 191 1
Boamo wrl 23w A% 22 HE oy Gl Bl 37 7]E AlAlo)
Ao FF, A4 1%ﬂﬂﬂ1yﬁé?ﬂﬂﬂﬂ<493L?wﬂﬂiﬁ%%%7l
Mo Abgste] AtelliEl ag-el A AN ol v A 245
skl 12419] 712 A& AAsta gl el vliae] 2o 10704 71 A
olFel £&I A& FUrelglon w0 r wAgsta, AN HAHE wfEE ofF
st HA e 3

Aol 7]Ee ~

e

F

H

wre el PAAsr AAy (54 &3, 2006), p.226.
“OIE op. cit., p.25."
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(% 4 1109 g4 Fajae] 7% Ho]g
7| &Ml & %S -8 F 354 o3 EA
w7HA) R red 7.5R 4/14
-3 O orange 2.5YR 6/14
=3 (ED) Y vellow 5Y 8.5/12
A YG vellow green 7.5GY 7/10
Py Z25() G green 2.5G 4/14
d = BG blue green 10BG 3/8
() B blue 5PB 4/10
A O bV bluish violet 7.5PB 3/10
Bz} bP bluish purple 5P 3/10
A (AH) rP purple 7.5RP 3/10
e Pk pink 10RP 7/8
2 () Br brown 5YR 4/8
ShFC) Wh white
raa | ann | o |
ARE) Bk black
WS ()59] A olge 2 o[B8 PAdA At

109) “g38¥, op. cit, p.138."
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110) “9A3, op. cit, p.26."



2. A AAA T A(KCRP, Korea color research institure)

1980t KBSOA= A v Az2HS 93] M AFES A 9o x vk, A
AAQ AR A Azsdn T A4 AT BE 4=} QoA Foh AAEE A
Aol o) 227 BT KBSE BANNA Ael wEE AT WF ol 2o
4ol A 17 Sl A4 EES A, A w88 A A%, EDA, B
QTR ) Ause BEAHN AT2E P4

A7) Qo) guEl A B

O 1. hm )
st or FEZAC A dFo] QTS 7, o454

A}

m I
(0]
0,
N
)
re m};
rh
~
ey
[o
il
>
A
19
)
(o
10
i_%
)
X
o,
=

= ’ b
Hoch. webd KBSHHAAAT LT Aol %9 AR
KBSol A FAtom go] Wi zAoR i <
3o AGE BFAANATLL FHSA H Qe S
23} Ge] BAAA AA, olumeld, Weutle], G4 tAele U BE
% AT Q11D
ATE S Al A G ol FASAIA g2 el

A

3. U= ISCC-NBS¢ A=
ISCC-NBS Mo Hu] M3 93] (Inter Society Color Concil: ISCC)Q} w| ==+
7} +==(National Bureau of Steandard: NBC)¥} &% =2 3004 7Fe] A4 &

o] 19559 MW AFA(Dictionary of Color Names)° H7ks Aog QuyY Sty
A AKS), dE2FTATAUIS)ES HIEE, AlAl o] vt A o]F9] 7]Fo] =i
A

o] ISCC-NBS®] A2 WAl MAAE 26770 &= tro] 72 dejwirt o
=, B8, Ay FiEddA AAR 223 9= ol YXASHESF vhE Aotk 112) g9
KSe} A o] JIS SolA AAs Mol mdolr|x s 1955WH-E 1976174 A

T Avz OA" 22 A5 Awel FEY. E MAWARR), P(IH D

111) “2r&d, op. cit, p.228."
112) HGF, "1 dejef &85 (WAL 2004), p.47.
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), SC(EFA) & 147 #72 Fguo] 715420 77 F7H= A 113)

2] ISCC-NBS(National Bureau of Steandard)ell4] ISCC(Inter-Society Color
Council)-NIST(National Institute of Standards and Technology)® ™3 o] W7 x|
At

A AAE 7o = ot e o] A o], FAMe HEAAE oA dAE
ek 1 o]ES& White(W), light gray(L.Gy), mediumm gray(med.Gy), dark
gray(d.Gy), black(BDOo.&= H-Et}. 11D72]3l A4S Yetlle= F8AE ool oA
T A Al Tk A EAISHE Aottt 7] A119)E Red, Orange,
Yellow, Geern, Blue, Violet, Purple ©]® 37}2 B Z2S Pink, Brown, Olive©|t}.
AAF=210) = pinkish, brownish, redish, yellowish, geernish, blueish, purplish©]
th ME7F %2 22 light(l), BE7F @& 2 dark(d)elar, of7]e verys &oIA]
very light(v.l.) ¢} very dark(v.d.)E F7}3tt}. A9 A=7F =2 S strong(s.),
vividiv)®  Yeha A&7 w2 AL grayish(gy)olth. &= Ao wet
pale(p.), light grayish(l.gy.), dark grayish(d.gy.), blackish(bl.), brilliant(brill.),
deep(dp.) & YUH ™, oJ7]o] veryE AFE3}9] very pale, very deeps £U}11160<%
8,9,10>

Agel A Est Ay Aele] [E 7 1= e el gk,

»

113) “4A4, op. cit, p.29."
114) “<A4, op. cit, p.29."

115) Aelnt g ¥, S8 Ales AU 22 Q18 ojuAlE AAN7IAY v AS 7 A7

Agk= Agoltt,
116) “¥A4, op. cit., p.30."
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[ 71 A7) 59 A% 540
8475 g %3 SRR
PK PINK pk pinkish
R RED r redish
0) ORANGE
BR BROWN br brownish
Y YELLOW y yellowish
OLBR OLIVE BROWN
OL ONIVE
OLG OLIVE GREEN
YG YELLOW GREEN
G GREEN g geernish
BG BLUISH GREEN
B BLUE b blueish
\Y% VIOLET
P PURPLE p purplish

117) “&3l9, op. cit., p.134."
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[ 8 ] &7]5118)

%S5 =
\4Y very pale
P pale
vl very light
| light
bt brilliant
S strong
v vivid
dp deep
vdp very deep
d dark
vd very dark
m moderate
lgy light grayish
gy grayish
dgy dark grayish
dk blackish

H]3L : ISCC-NBS A4} =210 vjd, ISCC-NBS¢] A A|~dx} 733 o]

118) “&3l9, op. cit., p.134."
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[28 17] ISCC-NBS A4} =210 wjg

g ey
= E \
= = very pale -
== v.p.) veg I“j?ht \
E=|EF i
=20 |-=
5= %,E pals _ brilliant
= (p-) light (brill}
= light grayish ()
= Sy
ST | EH (l.gy)
% Elss
_— T
grayish moderate storng wivid
= (gy-} (m.) (s.) .
= =N
s>
oo | =
= o = =
= — |dark grayish dark deep
(d.gy) (d.) (dp.)
E dark d S5
== E = | blackish "“’g o Cv.dp,
= = (bl.} )
T e ——

[72¥ 18] ISCC-NBS®9] 7 A|~=H]

white -ish white very pale very light

lntoray  ghtshoray

grayish

dark gray dark -ish gray

-ish black very deep
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Aol AEAd A g A
7} A (4, Hue)

s et FAMNNA Boly AL WA, T, wd, 34, sk, g, wele 7
Moz mE Ao THHE £4S Mgelnt duh AL FIA MAT AL A
F10) e Agolda Pk APHE AAEAY Aol AFAol} AX 120
iste wwcﬁ 27 WMgsY dsHow oojd F Qi #BYS A
otk Agsel ] AL kg AL A 2 Arim shel FAH Ei Q12aole
B shm, A WAL A A e el woAeld B, g S AL
w29 Aol 120

U, WZ(HHEE, value)

E=] | . ,
ery Pale Pale Bright
i Lightgrayish Light Stvong WVivid
i
- Grayish Duill
=
- Daric Deep
[~o]
H <
Al Wal o AEE HESIe AL WECH1IH Sl S, o\ A 34
e PANS taY tgd Moz waksl Hu oleld Ao wWaks o) wa
o elg AcIthi22) Wl Mg e AL WMajolw, ApE whe AL Salolr), Aol

Holol 1013 ARe HET 891 1
(), 25F), G, AL, ZEHBoo =
o] xFo|drt. 1Ev ~FE-] 7hT} nepdo] Ao H=et ﬁiloﬂ | ﬂﬂi 1 F3kl A}
FAS ol BHadn) o] 2 wre AgE Ak Ao] AAA Aol F4d WS 7RISk

120) A& Repy|nje] wrtoln sfztgo] ZAXHUE Y82 o 5= Gy Hojth

121) 29, T eolu B =) (BAET %A, 2002), p.74.

122) AL, “Aaje -2 Falo] B3k A", AAFEke| =, dhkistn WS tiEd, 1986, p.6.

1= BCE)

fE4

119) 16804 yrgie] 459 992wl WL AL Alox ¢ 2T ~A=ye T 4
2% 4 )
o
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AUE w71e JEE We] vAbES watn WS @ol whls: AR wAl mol,
WS 100%915] WAL S W Aolth 129 Were] |F HER FAse] & 2
oW wrlMe vehjs wolel 42 weln g Wedreltt of WerdAlE 150
BARE S 5 QAT BE TN 119 PR

Pz WA Mo wel N(Neura) &2 FAete] N10<S 8FeFo] 5a, NO-& A A
o] fity, HE 5 ¥ W7 59 AE 5+ Aol ofydgt W& xfolo] o g}
5 WEs] st Aol Fastth vjAle A HAWIM)o] FF FHW YAl Rey
i =(tone)12HS o] Fa1, M (EK)C] F7F HW ofwil £ =5 o|Erh129) |
AL rAS s WEaE T wjAe] WAt aE = 4 Tt

PFEgdAE 3GAZ i & 5 e o 2o

1. 229 =(light color): 10=~ 7T=(4EA)

2. $™ % (middle color): 6%=~4%(3%A])

3. AW % (dark color): 3E~0%(4YA))

. A =(EE, chroma)

AECIPI9>E Ao et okt AR wath do] w4845 Awr) wrhw
S HEAY 5U5E Awst wrkn @ AR nAE o A6 APshs JEs
A B A3 wastel fAste] ALt AhEsE Awsh drhn wae], 843t

al
Apelel FRAQ A7t AA Aol 54 o] wy} s A 5
o] frh120 A% @rle] i Ale] wel o]z} Yrk wA1ZDe] F =
A A= A% R Bobsl w24 we gl of T8 gie] A
A= GAsE Hol 7t

Zh A A

M9 35S @ ol B & 9 Aol AYATH0 oIk A A, B, A
= 3

123) “vks) 9, op. cit., p.74."
124) A3t #Ado] glow Wkel AEE FAld ZEaiA Ao FeEE TEE A4S Bolgtal gk
125) “&H9E, op. cit, p.11."
126) “A=% op. cit, p.9."
127) 7} A 5 A= 7P =2 Aol 71 AFskal A

o

& Mo fA Mot gk,
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(229 20] A YA SRl A AT npRe g B At [
) = Wdath 4GNS FAY 9 ETPF FAH
L TR g Jew A %o A99 B Agde] nalY)
Y A3uE A2 IS 9 ga Gz As
= ur Wesl = e wWaAHE light color),
s LT o e M =7F vk A P (Fi®, dark color), F3F “ﬂEJ
s S FA (i, middle color)gf 3HT). 128)

R0

I
-

ul, A FAA

Al (Albert H. Munsell, 1858~1918)9] ¢]&2 E3at AFE=9] o] &<l A9
3840 93k AE wjdo A &3l 1905 TAxf7] (A Color of Notation), ,
19139 "THAFAA =& A (Atlas of the Munsell Color System);, & =3t3to] <
T AI37F ygka, WAl olEo] 1929y Al Ak (Munsell Book of Colo
r & =18kl

n|geksl o] SAAI(MELaEdAs WA olgs FA3] AFtal Hiisto
A=l g HA *“ﬁﬁ](Munsell Renotation System)#} &= FARo|th

(29 21] WAL

o AR, =FH(Y), 25(G), FE®B), EE}(PM

ol 7HA Fe A FEYG), FEHGY), A=

W TR s, (BG), FAHPB), AAHRP)S] t5l 714 {*—W

4 // N\ b < "4 P. YR. Y. GY. G. BG. B. PB. P. RP
& B wAYE 108402 s oA5e 7] 10
- BoE E{, 100840 u}com qE Eof
® - <@y wdel Al MAlE 3R, Fe) ¥ WA TYRO|

woyo] Tk WAl AgEeA 479 9 =l A Aol
G120 A8HH AR 5% JFow 1 FAS T 5 2 10 970 2044

128) “&9E, op. cit., p.b2."
1%, op. cit., p.53."
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<A™E21>0)AY, tA] 1 =744 2.5, 5, 7.5, 1099x19] 4024 o]t}

olm

3

S 1002
}a 10/, 9/, 8/

5]

=
o

= =
= B

b

F flom g 95~1.00] AFEHT}130)

!

Aol FEE 1, 2, 3, 4.9 o] AHE AAESH

=
o

7holl wheh 7hzke] Aoz}

taz, /1, /2, 3/..71

5]

o %

Fo}h, SRoll A 149} 5BGOlA 82 B2 Apo]7} e,

T2 FAE

a4

130) “g38™, op. cit, p.95."

_52_



A1 AL YA oie g

AAE dolmH mABTE AL AZAA 17
=

A 2h 517 =

A oAl uAINE LA B = AAo]13Det 29 Aol Exo] WBS
77ye]l AAo|m, o]F o] & AojFE koMo V| IS A HU)

g} AMzrzbe]l w73 7ol Az Adste] RS on HIHE 440 H
o oju] WH3le] golow zZHE3Ir} 132) Mo L3 o}

Zv= A7} otk M7t shte] EAS Az A i 3 & glo

5

e 4 fo] o8] shibe] Wae] BAFA HEHA 5 ek Aol
S wee QX wHe ofu @k MM AFe] daps g was gow
A A Bk ¢ A= PAAL T 39, w2 B G4 de
of AAol7t Ve wE ARY WA AL 9n ddn AT 23, £o)
DYASEE o] Tl dolwA AR HASE st mEe RS ol
g gzas) Hoe ged Aozt v
gehete] AAol7l thosl B WA 07 ArYe uel F(HORNE Bar)
FAR wet W] WS AEH AOE W o|zle] Sl RAHS A
o=

ARgolEhaL shglTh1ss) 1 ol AJtH]l AAM el Tk W ske]] A E ezl A
Kol 1 Al7]el = Aajo] g Ao =
Aafole] ol HWe ‘IeE, HE)>HHECR), Aﬂr’” ()= BT,

= EUO>HYGL, AR), ‘—I,E_E_E]—’t Z(E)>FEEU R, ‘FaEIPE Scndif e 04
713l QIT136) o] gk Ao ® Ho} AT BEle ukedsla gluls S oAl

PO m{u

131) 9 4oy EAZ S ot 4 ugS A i xztste] AR QA ste] oloj3) slo] T3
Aolgla Ae)si}

132) YA, “g-gd Ao} A", AAsel e, St wSdished, 1995, p.9.

133) “ibid, p.11."

134) €718, “ddl=ro] Moo on] & @7 AAREFS =, Addigtal gighed, 2006, p.12.

135) "Y31A, op. cit, p.15."
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8 melFa k. LEel $4 ola) 2 el Aol hig ojmle} Qloj thE7)
o] Al E WMARAAY orENEANY JEststel AAsE e
A2 QAo ool e Adols J5see] REHux LA, ABAe] o
27] W F48 e A5 ol 2ol Qi Ao 7 Yeuit tEdE Byea
WAEAZ vhgow sk, @A ool A e MolBor MAYAT e
3 AAolE ARge Qe Seluatl A ote o] opa wal Lol olaE ol
A Alo] wol ERahid ojgdgol AL AolTw Bk a4 Azole] WEE o
Mo AZtoR QA EE QA 5 gl WA BT oA A1

AANE Aojs) ste] mESE Zlo] MAjojdd], thFst Mo E St /] 7

—& Aol st A= dEHoR QM(AHM)S FAHORE o]FoFY. 1 o

e A ek A o] SYAAES atF e R o] FolHT sha A 7] A

T ool el ME ol Fal lom Mo AL o et ofyth188) H(Jx). =

G- HFE) SCB)- (el (Ao, $-8Ee] afole ‘HFo, ‘vFaEu, F

2of, ‘A, ‘Fupel] oy 7FA] HAHINE Fo] gl 3 Aol Ao 3=

ole] A& gstA yebdn. 574 S FASRE 7|ES Aot Eo AA Ve

o 2o

Q& 20, F2u, A, s SAHo= gt

QES F:19 didel 98] ok(59), 30 BHUE %29 AolE HAFa, LT

o] yS A LS e

@ HWE SHoA F<a<{<TY FAZ FHE At

@ FAAAAAA A FAANT FAAY 7)ot A A FANE fHe=R
=3

® §AA FA4) Awolsh A A, AT B Kol we Hurl WA o
vle] F4o] H7) Feh,

136) "&7 op. cit, p.12."

I3
137) "&713Y, op. cit., p.13."
138) "Y3lA, op. cit, p.14."
139) ©@5o= 220]7] ofyslal 3 thE of LEEM) oY Tojdl] go] A28 "olE A Fitolth
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