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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Childcare Policy in Korea

Jung-yeon Jin
Advisor : Prof. Hwie-seo Park
Major in General Science Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The purpose of this study is to examine problems of a child-care policy
and to find actual solutions to improve the problems. Especially, this paper
examined a child-care policy of Korea, U.S., France, Sweden and Japan
after dividing it into 4 items; a child-care budget, a child-care service, a
child-care system and a child-care facility. Then, it suggested an
improvement plan to increase quality of a child—care service by drawing
problems from the previous examination and comparing and analysing a
child-care policy of Korean and that of developed countries. First of all,

current problems of a child—care policy of Korea are as follows;—
First, an equality issue is arising in child—care fund aids because there is
considerable difference between a public child-care facility and a private

child-care facility in supporting child-care fund.

Second, in relation to the child-care service, child-care programs which



are suitable for specific child-care environment and local features are not
being applied to the service. In addition, current non-flexible and old
child—-care programs do not satisfy parents. Furthermore, as child-care
facilities do not have a flexible timetable, there is no capacity to provide
child—-care service to some parents who have special jobs, such as a nurse
working as 3 shifts and a worker frequently attending night time work.
Speciality of a child—care teacher usually does not meet its criteria.
Therefore, improvement of working environment to increase speciality of a
child-care teacher 1is required. Also, though an institutional device to
increase quality of service is prepared by introducing an evaluation and
accreditation system, the efficiency of the system is low due to the lack of

understanding.

Third, regarding problems in the child—care system, frequence changes in
position of a public servant who is responsible for child-care and the lack
of public servants who are specialized in child—care can be a problem. In
addition, the dual structure for child-care can be also a problem; while the
ministry of gender equality and family makes a policy of child-care, the
ministry of government administration and home affairs performs the policy
established. A network for exchanging child-care information is required

according to the development of Internet.

Finally, in relation to the child-care facility, Korean government has
permitted a child-care facility to be established by a notice to increase the

number of child-care facilities in a short period. So, many child-care



facilities which do not meet standards of the industry are emerging. As a
result, such child-care centers are experiencing difficulty in attracting
children. Therefore, they reduce enrollment fees and wages of child-care
teachers. Such situation causes lower quality in the child-care service and

lower social awareness for importance of the child-care service.

Improvement methods for those situations are as follows;—

First, as an improvement plan for child-care budgets, The Korean
government and local government should prepare a system to aid
child-care fees and support child—-care facilities, make a plan to more
actively secure child-care budgets, including introduction of a child-care
tax and child-care fund and find method to perform a rational and a
systematical child-care supporting policy by preparing a plan to increase

government financial supports to all child-care facilities in Korea.

Second, in terms of child-care service, sufficient studies should be
conducted and enough study period and research fund should be invested to
develop various child-care programs in long-term view, with child-care
specialists from various sectors. We should more actively seek a method to
develop and realize a child-care program which is suitable for Korean
society while the specialists are deeply examining advanced child-care
facilities. In addition, time extended child-care facilities, weekend and
holiday child-care facilities, after—school care facilities and child-care

facilities for the disables should be smoothly run to accommodate different



requests from different social classes. In external view, a certificate system
(such as the first, the second and the third class certificate) accredited by
the government should be introduced to increase speciality of child-care
teachers. In internal view, a good wage system and excellent working
environment should be provided in order to expect high quality child-care
service. To efficiently use an evaluation and accreditation system, we
should try to increase principals, teachers and parents' understanding about
the necessity of the system by developing support programs and materials

to help people acknowledge and understand the system.

Third, in the light of the improvement plan of child-care system, the
number of public servants should be increased to meet actual demands in
order to effectively conduct works related to child-care. Also, frequent
position movement of officials in a child-care department should be
reduced. For revitalization of child-care and building a child-care
information network, the central government or local governments should
keep a certain amount of budgets and find a plan to manage and operate a

child-care information center with increased full time specialized workers.

Finally, a plan to increase the number of public child-care facilities which
are supported by a government should be prepare, including changing
private child-care centers to public child-care facilities. There should be
intervention of a government in establishment of a child-care center by
adopting a government approval system. Also, foundation for establishment

of quality child—care centers should be prepare by enhancing standards to



open a child-care center.

This study does not specifically recognize problems and needs working
mothers have because it is a literacy study. Also, a comsumer's side of the
policy is only analysed. Effectiveness and problems, which are recognized
by a policy maker in the course of making and performing a policy should
be objects of future study. In addition, in suggesting the improvement plan,
there is not enough study for other problems, which may occur during

conducting the policy. A future study should focus on the part.
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A2 A HL Y A A B | BS
AlAd4=| 29,823 | 1,670 | 1,461 | 13,958 | 1,034 | 12,924 | 62 |12,360| 312
(h4&) | (100 (5.6) (49 | 46.8) | (3.5 | (43.3) | (0.3) | 41.4) | (1.0%)
o} 1,062,415|117,126 | 116,665|651,561 | 57,795 [593,766| 1,371 |160,599| 15,093

() (100) | (11.0) | (11.0) | (61.3) | (5.4 | (B55.9) | (0.2) | (15.D) | (1.4)

e
- 162,719 | 15,181 | 15,967 | 88,487 | 8,097 | 80,390 | 314 | 40,155 | 2,615
(::‘;) (100) 9.3) 9.8 | (4.4 | (5.0) | 494 | (0.2) | 247 | (1.6)
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&A He] | ®zZAQ PAES| A

1990 | 1,919 360 w5 39 w5+ u&F | 1,500 20
1991 | 3,690 503 nEF | 1,237 H| =5+ v | 1,931 19
1992 | 4,513 720 425 1,383 14 1,369 | "l | 1,957 28
1993 | 5,490 837 624 1,795 19 1,776 | W&+ | 2,205 29
1994 | 6,975 983 807 2,284 17 2,267 | vi-F | 2,864 37
1995 | 9,085 1,029 928 3,197 22 3,175 | v+ | 3,844 87
1996 | 12,098 | 1,079 1,280 | 4,757 69 4,688 | Wl | 4,865 | 117
1997 | 15,375 | 1,158 1,634 | 6,538 150 6,388 | Wit | 5,887 | 158
1998 | 17,605 | 1,258 1,927 | 7,695 227 7,468 | viEF | 6,541 184
1999 | 18,768 | 1,300 1,965 | 8,593 266 8,327 | W& | 6,703 | 207
2000 | 19,276 | 1,295 2,010 | 9,294 324 8,970 | v+ | 6,473 | 204
2001 | 20,097 | 1,306 1,991 | 9,803 313 9,490 | viF | 6,801 196
2002 | 22,147 | 1,330 1,633 | 11,046 | 575 | 10,471 | w]¥&+F | 7,939 | 199
2003 | 24,142 | 1,329 1,632 | 12,012 | 787 | 11,225 | ]+ | 8,933 | 236
2004 | 26,903 | 1,349 1,537 | 13,191 | 966 | 12,225 | w3+ | 10,583 | 243
2005 | 28,367 | 1,473 1,495 | 13,748 | 979 | 12,769 42 11,346 | 263
2006 | 29,233 | 1,643 1,475 | 13,930 | 1,066 | 12,864 59 11,828 | 298
2007 | 30,856 | 1,748 1,460 | 14,083 | 1,002 | 13,081 61 13,184 | 320
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1990 | 48,000 | 25000 | ®EF | 1,500 wR uEF | 20,000 | 1,500
1991 | 89,441 37,017 | "EF | 36,099 s ulES | 15613 | 712
1992 | 123297 | 49529 | 31,243 | 26,554 | 785 25,769 | wEF | 15203 | 768
1993 | 153270 | 55,133 | 44,026 | 36,374 | 854 35,520 | Wi | 17,012 | 725
1994 | 219,308 | 70,937 | 63,466 | 56,502 | 759 55,743 | vERF | 27427 | 976
1995 | 293747 | 78,831 | 77,187 | 93,225 | 591 92,634 | WE-F | 42,116 | 2,388
1996 | 403,001 | 85,121 | 99,119 | 156,725 | 2,735 | 153,990 | w&H | 58440 | 3,596
1997 | 520,959 | 89,002 | 123,567 | 234,678 | 6,727 | 227,951 | VEF | 68467 | 5245
1998 | 556,957 | 91,260 | 141,616 | 259,290 | 9,290 | 250,000 | W&F | 58,968 | 5,823
1999 | 640915 | 99,866 | 151,652 | 314,825 | 13,195 | 301,630 | vw&F | 67294 | 7,278
2000 | 686,000 | 99,666 | 157,993 | 352,574 | 15,949 | 336,625 | "¥HF | 67,960 | 7,807
2001 | 734,192 | 102,118 | 161,419 | 385527 | 16,483 | 369,044 | W27 | 77,247 | 7,881
2002 | 800,991 | 103,351 | 142,035 | 455,936 | 30,289 | 425,647 | ™&F | 90,939 | 8,730
2003 | 858,345 | 103474 | 140,994 | 499,551 | 37,911 | 461,640 | ™¥F | 103,935 | 10,391
2004 | 930,252 | 107,335 | 135,531 | 555,812 | 48,414 | 507,398 | W&F | 119,787 | 11,787
2005 | 989,390 | 111,911 | 125820 | 608,734 | 56,374 | 552,360 | 933 | 129,007 | 12,985
2006 | 1,040,361 | 114,657 | 120,551 | 641,137 | 58,808 | 582,329 | 1,238 | 148240 | 14,538
2007 | 1,099,933 | 119,141 | 118211 | 668,390 | 55906 | 612,484 | 1444 | 177,623 | 15,124
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