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ABSTRACT

The Effects of Instructional Modifications
on the class—participatory behaviors of
a Student with Mental Retardation

Jum-sun Kim
Advisor: Prof. Young-il Kim
Major in Special Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of
instructional adaptations on increasing the class—participatory
behaviors of an elementary student with mental retardation. This study
was conducted following the multiple probe design across the
environments. The participant was a fourth—-grade boy with mental
retardation who was placed, for the most part, at the fourth—grade
regular classroom with special education services through the
resourceroom at Korean and math classes.

Based on preliminary and informal observations, the researcher (the
participant's regular classroom teacher) defined the class—participatory
behaviors as those including (a) joining in class activities, (b) paying
attention, (c) following the teacher's directions, and (d) performing the
tasks; each category was further specified. To iIncrease the

participant's class—participatory behaviors, the researcher modified the



regular instructional plans in terms of instructional environment,
grouping, content, method (materials, activities, and strategies), and
evaluations. Following the multiple probe design across the
environments, instructional adaptations for the participant were
provided in social study class, science class, and ethics class,
respectively. This study was conducted from Nov. 7th, 2007, to Feb.
20th, 2008.

The results showed that the regular education teacher's instructional
adaptations  were effective in  increasing the  participant's
class—participatory behaviors across the social study, science, and

ethics classes. The implications of this finding were discussed.
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