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Abstract

A Study on the Proverbs in the High School

Chinese Classical Literature Textbook

By Jeong Eul-seock

Advisor : Kwon Soon-yoel Litt. D.

Major: Chinese Classical Literature Education
Graduate School of Education, Chosun

University

In this thesis effective methods and general contents are
studied centering on the high school Chinese classical
literature. The units of the proverbs and maxims in the
textbooks are essential in Chinese classical literature
education, but there aren't a lot of opportunities to study
them because of the limited number of the proverbs listed in
the textbooks.

By analyzing the textbooks, it was found that even if
textbooks present proverbs and maxims in a variety of
characteristic formats, all their learning aims are similar to

one another as a whole.



Some textbooks didn't think highly of the educational
values of proverbs and maxims closely related with our daily
lives by including only small number of them in order to
reduce the students' pains to study those proverbs.

There are a few textbooks which mix up some provers
and maxims in translating them into classical Chinese,
causing conceptional confusion. Some textbooks give poor
explanations, so learners might have difficulty understanding
proverbs leading to dislike of Chinese classical literature.

In learning Chinese classical literature, proverbs and
maxims are important to let students learn the basic points
about Chinese classics by practicing simple sentences.
Textbooks contained one to three units of proverbs according
to authors. The authors of textbooks might have different
opinions about the important learning points. But proverbs
and maxims should be emphasized as an important learning
element following Chinese characters and idiomatic phrases
related to ancient history.

The reason is that proverbs and maxims are made by our
ancestors based on the wisdom and long experiences of
living. So students can easily understand them, because they
are closely related with our lives.

In choosing proverbs and maxims to be included in the



textbook, subjects of them should be taken into account first.
The subjects which are obscure and disconnected with reality
don't give motivations to learners. They have negative
influences on learners in studying Chinese classical literature.
So it is very important to select the proverbs and maxims
which are closely connected with our reality in their
contents.

In terms of general aspects, the subject of Chinese
classical literature is optional. It is essential to develop a
variety of teaching contents and methods with the change of
the times in order to establish Chinese classical literature as
an independent subject.

This i1s the age of the competition of culture. We can
preserve our valuable traditional cultures and spread them all
over the world through Chinese characters by learning
Chinese classical literature. As most of our traditional

cultures consist of those based on Chinese characters, we
can preserve and develop our traditional cultures more
successfully, and on the other hand, we should try to
introduce our proud cultures to the world by studying

Chinese classical literature.
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