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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Unification in High School Society Textbooks

- Focused on the 7th National Curriculum -

Go, Mi Ra
Advisor : Prof. Park, Hwie—Seo. PH.D.
Major in General Society Education

The Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

In current society that is rapidly changing in quality and quality and under
change of international order that is characterized by informatization and
globalism, our high school education on national unification 1s more important
than any other time. Therefore, textbooks on social studies should present more
specific and real issues on national unification.

This study is to identify whether the textbooks reflect proper issues on
national unification in this rapidly changing time through analysing what 1is
dealt with in high school textbooks of social studies as basic data for research
involved in national unification. Then it is to analyse what data on social
1ssues are used to encourage students' understanding and what kind of problems
exist, and to present improvement plans on it.

The national unification issues to be analysed are categorized into four
sections: main contents of textbooks, analysis of the content on national
unification, education objectives of national unification and intensive study.
They are sub-categorized into a total of 13 sub-sections to analyse the
education of national unification.

For the purpose, this study identifies definitions and basic theories of

_1_



national unification education based on a bibliographical study, types, weight
and characteristics of national unification education our high school social
studies deals with, and what data have been used to encourage students's
understanding. The results of the analysis are presented as follows:

First, this study examined seven types of textbooks according to different
publishers. Each of them deals with facts, skills, attitudes, necessity of
national unification, its issues and plans in similar quantity. As each deals
with national unification even a little, it can not be said which one is better.

Second, this study examined quantity in description on national unification in
social studies textbooks. Each describes only one to two pages of the subject
and the description is narrative, not objective. As it lacks cultural and
practical approaches, which are unconnected and poor in substance, it is found
that the social studies is not effective in education on national unification.
Third, this study examined use of data that are to induce learners' attention
and interest and to nurture thinking and exploring power. They use many pictures
and graphs that tend to present issues on national unification too simply. There
1s much deviation according to weights of national unification issues. Many
data have been used for the issues with great weight while data have been poorly
or not used for those with less weight.

Based on the results above, this study suggests what to be improved for
national unification education in social studies textbooks.

First, the national unification education should be provided for all the
grades. The opportunities of education it's demand are different to individual
students according to which subjects are selected for Grade 11 and 12 of high
schools, and the unification education is inclined to the department of Ethics.
This study presents how to revise and complement the content by reorganizing the

textbooks of social studies of Grade 10 integrated in the 7th Curriculum.



Second, our current national unification education i1s highly dependent on
lecture-type class using only textbooks. So the education should focus on value
exploration rather than cramming education by practical education or invited
lectures.

Third, the education should be provided through various special and
discretionary activities in addition to curriculum-based education and encourage
students to identify the trend of national and global change properly and to
respond to it flexibly. For this, we need further studies on various educational

data and methods.
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