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Abstract

A Study on the Origin Process of Hangeul Novel

Liu Han-Han
Advisor: Prof. Kim Su-Jung. Ph.D.
Dept. of Korean Language & Literature

Graduate School of Chosun University

The thesis focuses on the main narrative literature works produced
between the creation of Korean Script and the appearance of the first
Hangeul novel, studying and analyzing the formation of the Hangeul novels.
Speaking of Korean literature, the creation of Korean Script is regarded as
its real beginning. The significance of Hangeul novel study lies more in the
fact that it helps a correct understanding of Korean classical literature than
in its different characteristics from Chinese novels. However, it is a pity
that it is treated only as a branch of Chinese novels by most of the
scholars in this field. And theses considering Hangeul novels as an
independent subject and analyzing systematically its formation are seldom
found. The "Hangeul novel" as mentioned above must have two
qualifications: First, it was written in Hangeul when it was created. Second,
it must be a work of pure creation. That is no doubt that novels both in

Hangeul and Chinese are part of the Korean literature. But languages,



themes, constructions, forms, styles and readers are quite different between
the traditional Chinese novels and the Hangeul novels.

In the academic circle, in the argument on which is on earth the first
Hangeul novel, works of Buddhistical literature like <Seolgongchanjeon> and
Price of <Anrakguktaejajeon> have aroused concern and dispute on a large
scale. Despite that, <Honggildongjeon> position as the first Hangeul novel is
till unshakable. But it deserves people's attention and it is certain that the
period of more than 170 years from the creation of Hangeul Script to the
appearance of <Honggildongjeon> is not a blank vacuum period with no
gravity at all. As time goes by, it is impossible for a complete novel
created in Hangeul to come out suddenly some day. For the history of
Korean classical literature and Hangeul novel, though the period of over
170 years is called a blank one, it is within this period that the following
three aspects incorporated organically, that is, the awareness of the value
of the literature forms that met the requirements of different times, the
gradually mature literature feature under many conditions, as well as the
written form of characters that can correctly and freely express the
thoughts and feelings Korean people. Due to their features of "fun of
novels" and "being easy to «create and understand", works like
<Seolgongchanjeon> and works of Buddhistical literature have attracted
readers like townspeople and plebeians, whose increasing demands for
Hangeul novels, together with the expansions of readers and the leading
readers' changed attitudes towards Hangeul novels, made the appearance of
<Honggildongjeon>, a Hangeul novel in real sense, possible.

Therefore, a deduction about the family tree of the Hangeul novel can be

made: The Hangeul novel started in the 15th century when Hangeul Script



was created. Then followed the next period when <Seolgongchanjeon> and
works of Buddhistical literature showed their unique charm of "novels" and
"Hangeul", which made scholar-bureaucrats gradually change their literature
attitudes in the 16th century. And then appeared the masterpiece
<Honggildongjeon> in the 17th century which was distinguished on the

stage of Korean literature.
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