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Abstract

A Study on 'The Revolutionary Romanticism' in

Im Hwa's Poetry

Seo Jin—Ri
Advisor: Prof. Baek Soo—in Ph.D.
Major in Korean Education

Graduate school of Education, Chosun University

A poet named Im Hwa has had extreme evaluation in the face of a
historical reality, division of Korean peninsular. Some people considered him
as a poet captured in ideology and others considered him as a poet of
romanticism based on historical viewpoint. This study is to examine the
idea and creative writing he pursued in romanticism out of the prejudice
surrounding the poet named Im Hwa.

Im Hwa who joined the line of poets as a runaway boy in urban area was
different from the worker class with ideology. Im Hwa who was an urban
youth with sharp sensibility turned his eyes to romanticism based on
modernism and such tendency seemed to disappear when he joined to
KAPF. Romanticism which seemed to disappear as an ideology to
revolution revived in the 1930s, which was deeply related to political
situation of the society. In the 1930s, Im Hwa had continuous hardship and
suffering. At that time, KAPF was oppressed and violent debate on social
realism which was introduced as a new creative writing technique provided
a curse of treachery for part of the poets. So Im Hwa who was a chief

clerk, reorganized the KAPF which was disunited and suggested a



revolutionary romanticism as a means of warning against the poetry of
mannerism in vogue at that time.

Revolutionary romanticism contrasts to romanticism as a trend of
literature which avoids reality and is non-progressive, moves toward the
future and pursues ideals. He finds a matching point in that realism and
romanticism pursue better society, and suggests revolutionary romanticism
as a realistic way to overcome depressed reality .

Im Hwa's revolutionary romanticism is presented as a method of creative
writing in his actual writing, not being considered as '-ism'. The results
are his poetry written in 1930s, many of which are listed in the collected
poetry titled 'Korea Strait'. These poems show a few characteristics as
follows: First, the image as a' youth' who has ideals is highlighted to the
front. In his revolutionary romantic poetry, young people who passed over
the Korea Strait appeared frequently. They are described as heroes who go
to learn new civilization which would awaken their colonized home, leaving
their desires or grief. And the strait means the historical trouble, not a
simple sea, and is a place where young people recognized their destiny as
a colonial people but were not frustrated but encouraged. They are
symbols of romantic world based on Im Hwa's travel to Japan, not a model
of class consciousness .

Im Hwa's revolutionary romanticism began as an effort by Im Hwa who
intended to prevent disunion of the organization titled KAPF. He combined
realism with romanticism and described a belief in the future through poetic
works configuring optimistic perspectives toward historical reality. This
study suggests that that the revolutionary romanticism i1s not a literary
theory which was prepared as just a breakthrough to protect the
organization, but it shows creative illusion toward the future under

depressed reality through his poetry.
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