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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Semantic Usages of Causative

Construction in Japanese

Se-ho Lee

Advisor : Prof. Eui-sang Jung, Ph.D.
Major in Japanese Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

This study speculates the general usage of causatives in current Japanese. For
examination of meaning and usage of Japanese causatives, it identifies basic
characteristics of causatives, that is, characteristics in styles, constructions and
semantics. Based on the information obtained above, Chapter 3 sub-divides
sub-causatives of Japanese through an analysis of examples to discuss
similarity and difference among them. Sub-categories of the causatives in a
semantic perspective include commanding, the most typical type, permission -
approval, nonintervention, and reason that have been much examined,

admission, negligence, unconscious presentation of reason, manipulation,

_iv_



unconscious manipulation and presentation of reasons. Of the sub-categories,
manipulation and unconscious manipulation, the former is sub-divided into: the
motor subjects are non-separated possessions of the causative subject and are
unseparable possessions. And for the type whose motor subject is unseparable
possessions of the causative subject, the motor subjects are sub-divided into
the type whose motor subject indicates bodily parts of the causative subject
and the type whose motor subject indicates bodily features generated by
causative activities. At the same time sub-dividing causatives in a semantic
perspective, this study examines constructive difference between causative
sentences and basic ones, that is, sub-divides Japanese causatives into direct
and indirect causatives. In other words, a commanding causative which 1is
central in frequency is classified into indirect causative due to its constructional
feature that a logical term is added. However, the reason causative which 1is
considered as peripheral in frequency 1s categorized into direct causative
because it basically has no added term.

Chapter 4, a central body of this study, examines whether basic verbs can
make causative sentences. For Japanese passive which belongs to the voice like
causative, as passive sentences can be made with intransitive verbs as well as
transitive verbs unlike Korean or English, Japanese passive has higher
productivity compared to Korean. However, passive voice 1s not constructed by
all the Japanese verbs, but only by volitional verbs while passive voice 1S not
constructed by non-volitional verbs. This study divides 728 verbs from the

Japanese verb usage dictionary into intransitive and transitive verbs and



analyses them in order to identify by what kinds of verbs passive voice can be
made and what kinds of verbs are difficult or impossible to make causative. As
a result, this study finds that a causative is not made by some of transitive

verbs as well as some of the intransitive verbs unlike the passive voice.
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